Resident Association of
Greater Englewood

March 28, 2011

lllinois Redistricting Committee

Testimony from Asiaha Butler
Resident Association of Greater Englewood (R.A.G.E.)

The Resident Association of Greater Englewood, also known as R.A.G.E., is a non-profit, non-
partisan public interest group which mobilizes residents and resources to create positive change in
the community through solutions-based problem solving.

R.A.G.E. would like the record to reflect the following boundaries to be defined as Greater
Englewood: 55™ Street to the North, 75™ Street to the South, the Dan Ryan Expressway to the East,
and Hamilton Avenue to the West (see attached map). These community boundaries align with the
boundaries of Chicago’s 7" Police District. According to the 2010 Census, the population within these
boundaries is 69,344.

Currently, Greater Englewood is covered by two Senatorial Districts (3, 16%) and three
Representative Districts (6", 32" and 31%). In an effort to ensure adequate services and
representation in the lllinois General Assembly, we are requesting that Greater Englewood be
remapped to fall within one Senatorial District and no more than two Representative Districts.

Although Greater Englewood does not currently suffer from inadequate racial representation, our
community’s voting power is diffused across five state legislative districts. This limits our ability to hold
elected representatives accountable on persistent issues we face as a community. Safety is a primary
concerns of residents and businesses in Greater Englewood. Thus, it would be appropriate to align
service boundaries — in this case, the Chicago 7™ Police District — with political boundaries.

We believe this recommendation will better enable our community to work with our elected
representatives to increase safety, as well address other related issues, such as education and
economic development.

Our mission at R.A.G.E. is to bring residents together to tackle issues we face as a community.
Realigning our state legislative footprint into one Senatorial District and no more than two
Representative Districts during lllinois’ redistricting process will be a step in the right direction.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Asiaha Butler
Resident Association of Greater Englewood (R.A.G.E.)
§66-845-1032
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Resident Association of

Greater Englewood Greater Englewood Map

Boundaries population: 69,344 (2010 Census)
North: 55" Street

South: 75" Street

East: Dan Ryan Expressway
West: Hamilton Avenue
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For more information call R.A.G.E. at 866-845-1032 or email joinrage@gmail.com.
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