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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois Senate are saddened
to learn of the death of Robert Mrgan of Peoria, who passed

away May 29, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Robert Mrgan was born in Peoria on My 27,
1912, to Harry Dale and Eleanor Ellis Mrgan; he nmarried
Betty Loui se Harbers on Cctober 14, 1939, in Peoria; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Mrgan was a graduate of Br adl ey
University and received his doctor of |aw degree fromthe

Uni versity of Chicago Law School; and

VWHEREAS, A nenber of the Anmerican Legion, Robert Mrgan
was a World War 11 Arnmy Signal Corps veteran wth the rank of

maj or; and

WHEREAS, Robert Morgan becane Peoria's 36th mayor in 1953
and was the first to govern under the city's newly adopted
council-city manager form of governnent; Peoria, at the tineg,
was known as a city of ill-repute, full of ganbling and
prostitution; M. Mrgan canpai gned on a pledge to oust those
el ements, and under his adm nistration, police began rigidly
enforcing l|laws against prostitution and ganbl i ng; hi s
anti-crime efforts nearly cost himhis life, as two attenpts
were made to dynamte his honme and he received several death

threats over the phone; and

WHEREAS, Under Robert Mrgan's adm ni stration, Peoria was
named by Look nmagazi ne as one of the nation's 11 All-America
cities; for this and getting the city out of debt, M. Mrgan
recei ved the Good Government Award in 1954 for the remarkabl e

j ob he was doi ng; and

WHEREAS, Robert Mrgan did not run for a second term in
1957, and opted to pursue his career in |aw, described as

fearless and a stickler for the law, his reputation was so
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i npeccabl e that he was nom nated by President Johnson to the
federal bench; Robert Mdyrgan was a federal judge for 35 years

and hel d senior judge status since May 28, 1982; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Morgan served on Bradley's board of
trustees from 1957 to 2002 and had served on the Wldlife
Prairie Park Board of Trustees; he was past president of the
Rotary Club and the YMCA, where he had served on the board;
Robert Mrgan had al so served on the United Fund Board and

the Sal vation Arnmy Peoria Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, Robert Mrgan was a nenber of the Anmerican
IIlinois State, and Peoria County bar associations, the
American Judicature Society, the Illinois State Chanber of
Commerce, and the Peoria Association of Commerce; he was a
menber of Westm nster Presbyterian Church from 1947 to 1952;

and

WHEREAS, Robert Mrgan was nanmed Ctizen of the Year in
1957 by B'nai B rith; and

VWHEREAS, Robert Morgan will be deeply m ssed by all those
who knew himand loved him especially his wife, Betty; his
two sons, Thomas and Janes; his five grandchildren; and his

five great-grandchildren; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we mourn, along wth
all those who knew himand |loved him the death of Robert

Morgan; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Robert Morgan with our nost sincere condol ences.
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