92_SR0384 LRB9216576RHr hB

a ~ W DN

© 00 ~N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29

30
31

SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The menbers of the Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends
of the Honorable John A Orenus, who passed away on April 4,
2002; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Orenmus was known as "M . Bridgeview', the
man who, |ike an artist wwth a blank canvas, took a tiny
suburb wth few paved streets and painted it into a

prosperous conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than 40 years, Myor Oenus led the
village of Bridgeview and for a long tinme was the only mayor
many residents ever knew, in sonme ways, his mark on the
village is obvious, there is John A. Orenus Drive, the O enus
Communi ty Center and Prairie WMaterial Sales 1Inc., the
multimllion-dollar construction materials supplier he built

from scratch; and

VWHEREAS, Born in Chicago on Decenber 29, 1913, Mayor
Orenus emgrated to Europe two years later wwth his nother,
who died of diphtheria only nonths later; he and his sister
returned to the United States a few years later to live wth
their father, noving to an area of unincorporated Cook County
that is now Bridgeview, when he was a sophonore at Argo High
School, his stepnother urged him to find a job to help

support the famly; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Orenus held several jobs, and in the
m d- 1940s bought 16 acres in the 7600 block of Wst 79th
Street; there he founded Prairie Material Sales, one of the
M dwest's | argest suppliers of <construction materials and

ready-m x products; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Orenus was first elected mayor in 1955,

but | ost the 1959 el ection; he then won the 1963 race and
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stayed in office until 1999; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Orenmus had a dreamto nake Bridgeview into
a well-balanced community - a notto that defines the village
to this day; he sought out industry and businesses to bal ance
the village's tax base and wanted to ensure that residents
had a nice place to live; he paved streets that were nudhol es
and installed sewers where there were none; during his
tenure, he recogni zed that Harl em Avenue, which once was a
two-lane road, would becone a busy commercial thoroughfare
and began annexing land along the road into the village; in
addition, he started free Christmas parties for children and
senior citizens, and he began the Needy Famlies Fund that
bought groceries and Christmas presents for famlies in

financial trouble; and

VWHEREAS, Mayor Orenus was also a director of the Illinois
Muni ci pal League, a trustee of Lew s Uni versity in

Roneovill e, and founder of Prairie Bank and Trust; and

VWHEREAS, In 1999, nore than 20 south suburbs recognized
Mayor Orenus' dedication to conmunity service and declared a

week "John A. Orenus Wek.":; and

VWHEREAS, O all Mayor Orenus' acconplishnments, honors,
awar ds, professional or political, the thing he was proud of

nost was his famly; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Oremus was the bel oved husband of the
| ate Angeline (nee Miularski), loving father of Dorothy O enus
(John) Lindauer, Robert J. Oenus and the late Jack and
Thomas Orenus, devoted grandfather of Kim (Bill) Hanson, J.
Al an (Susan) Orenus, Sheri (David) Braun, M chael O enus
Janes Oenus, Gary (Rose) and John Christopher Orenus, dear
great - grandf at her of Justin, Jordon, Taylor, Sara, Chloe,
Al exandr a, Abbey, Evan, Austi n, Emma, Cooper, Jack,

Ei sabella, J.R and Joe, and dearest brother of the late Mary
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But cher; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than four decades, Mayor Ovenus |ed
Bridgeview and enbraced the village and its residents |ike
they were his famly; his nenory will live on as the father

of Bridgeview, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn, along wth
all  who knew him the death of John A. Orenus of Bridgeview,

[llinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of the Honorable John AL Orenus with

our sincere condol ences.
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