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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The menbers of the Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends
of Rudol ph "Rudy" Kl ena, who passed away on Decenber 24,
2001; and

WHEREAS, Rudol ph "Rudy" Klena was a retired sports shop
owner who was instrunmental in starting Little League basebal

in West nont; and

WHEREAS, Born in Chicago, M. Klena grew up in
uni ncorporated Westnont at a tinme where the cl osest nei ghbor
was a bl ock away and there were nore dirt roads than paved

ones through the farnms and prairies; and

WHEREAS, In 1956, M. Klena built a hone in Darien for
his wife and young children; he also opened a small sports
equi pnent store in downtown Westnont called Rudy's Sports

Shop; and

WHEREAS, M. Klena got a kick out of the kids comng in
every spring and buying their new baseball bats with the
money they'd saved all year, however, there weren't any
organi zed leagues in the area, and the kids were always
| ooki ng for soneplace to play; as a result, M. Klena and a
couple of other local fathers decided to organize Westnont's

first Little League program and

WHEREAS, In search of financial support, M. Klena
approached the Com skey famly, then-owners of the Chicago
Wi te Sox and residents of Honsdale, to ask for a
contribution to start a |league; help cane in a big way from
the Com skey famly, and Westnont's Little League Program was

officially underway; and

WHEREAS, M. Klena closed his sports shop in the early

1960s, but continued working as a carpenter for |ocal hone


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


N

0o N o o b~ W

10
11
12

13
14
15

-2- LRB9216111RHr h

builders; in 1976 he retired and noved to Carson City,
Nevada; and
WHEREAS, The passing of Rudolph "Rudy" Klena wll be

deeply felt by all who knew and | oved him especially his
w fe of 61 years, LaFern; his son, Bill; his daughters, Nancy
Soong and Sue Merriwether; his brother, Dave; his sisters,
Vi cki e Guent her and Theresa Gottshalk; and his four

grandchildren; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew him the death of Rudol ph "Rudy" Klena fornerly

of Darien; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Rudolph "Rudy" Klena wth our

si ncere condol ences.
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