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STATE OF I LLINO S
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SENATE
Senate Resolution No. 70

O fered by Senators Donahue, Radogno, Ronen and Sul livan

VWHEREAS, Current st udi es about what happens to
unsupervised children indicate that when |eft al one, these
chil dren have hi gher absentee rates at school, have | ower
academ c test scores, exhibit higher |levels of fear, stress,
ni ght mares, |oneliness, and boredom are 1.7 tinmes nore
likely to use alcohol, and are 1.6 tinmes nore |likely to snoke

cigarettes; and

WHEREAS, Recent data shows that in the Cty of Chicago
and other communities around this State, the violent juvenile
crime rate soars in the hours imediately after the school
bell rings and children are nost likely to be victins of a
violent crinme commtted by a non-famly nenber between 2 p.m

and 6 p.m; and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that children who attend high
quality after-school progranms have better peer relations,
enotional adjustnent, conflict resolution skills, grades, and
conduct in school <conpared to their peers who are not in

af t er-school prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Children who attend after-school prograns spend
nore tinme in | earning opportunities, academc activities, and
enrichment activities and spend less tinme watching tel evision

than their peers; and

WHEREAS, In one study, children who attended an
after-school program m ssed fewer days of school, had better
homewor k conpl etion, better school behavior, and higher test

scores; and

VHEREAS, Polls show that 92% of Anericans believe there
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shoul d be organi zed activities for children and teens during

after-school hours; and

VWHEREAS, Polls show that 75% of Anericans are ready to
either pay nore taxes or to forego a tax cut to provide
children with good early chil dhood devel opnment prograns and

quality after-school prograns; and

WHEREAS, As working parents can attest, child care
concerns are not over once children are old enough to go to
school ; a parent who is enployed full-tine can be away from
home an average of 2,400 hours a year; children spend | ess
than half of that tinme in school; if their chil dren
participate in a quality school-age care program or anot her
organi zed out-of-school tine activity, parents can rest easy
because t hey know that their children are safe and

supervi sed; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE NI NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that the State Board of
Education and the Departnent of Human Services are directed
to convene and co-chair a task force, to be known as the
I1linois After-school Initiative, to develop a plan to ensure
quality after-school progranms for every school-age child in
the State and that the Illinois After-school Initiative shal

be conprised of other related State agencies and private

organi zations representing wthout I|imtitation vi ol ence
preventi on, parents, par k districts, speci al - need
popul ati ons, private f oundati ons, civic and cul tural
organi zati ons, comunity-based youth service providers, |aw
enf or cenment, educati on, | ocal vol untary organi zati ons,

faith-based conmmunities, health, evaluation, and research
institutions, child and youth advocacy, al cohol, tobacco, and
subst ance abuse prevention, and nental health; and be it

further
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RESOLVED, That t he activities of t he I11inois
After-school Initiative shall include (i) an assessnent of
the state of after-school services in this State, including
identification of the nunber of children and youth served
statewwde in after-school prograns, identification of the
nunber and | ocation of children and youth who are in need of
after-school progranms, and identification of the various
funding streans currently supporting after-school prograns,
and (i) the developnment of a plan for coordinating
after-school services and for achieving a goal of providing
after-school services for every school-age child in this

State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Illinois After-school Initiative plan
shal | i ncl ude strategies for this State to pronote
best-practice nodels for after-school prograns and to pronote
coordi nation and col | aboration of after-school services at

the local level; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Illinois After-school Initiative shal
engage children and youth in devel opnent of the plan; and be

it further

RESCLVED, That the Illinois After-school Initiative shal
review and report to the General Assenbly on nodel prograns
operating in this State and other states and that the review
shal | | ook at program conponents identified as best-practices

and based on proven research; and be it further

RESCLVED, That funds for the |Illinois Af t er - school
Initiative shall be sought fromthe federal governnent and
State human service code departnents, and that private

sponsorship may al so be sought; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the State Board of Education and the
Depart ment of Human Services shall report to the Governor and

the General Assenbly on the Illinois After-school Initiative
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pl an and submt recomrendations by April 1, 2002; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution shal
be delivered to the State Board of Education and the

Departnent of Human Servi ces.

Adopted by the Senate, May 21, 2001.

Presi dent of the Senate

Secretary of the Senate
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