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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, In the developnent of the Anmerican railway

system nost railroads had routes to and from Chi cago; and

WHEREAS, The Chicago area is still the key railroad

network hub for nbst North Anerican railroads; and

WHEREAS, Chicago's role as the central hub of the North
Anerican rail freight industry has been magnified by recent

mergers within the railroad i ndustry; and

WHEREAS, Today, wthin the Chicago area, there are over
700 mles of minline tracks that <carry nore than 1,100

trains going through the area daily; and

VWHEREAS, The Chicago area is also «criss-crossed by the
operation of local, comuter, and inter-city passenger

trains; and

WHEREAS, There are no federal or State laws restricting
train lengths and, according to industry sources, coal trains

can be up to 150 cars long; and

WHEREAS, This trenmendously high nunber of trains has
resulted in severe problens wth trains blocking grade

crossings for significant periods of tinme; and

WHEREAS, Thi s bl ocki ng of grade crossings has endangered
the ability of police officers, anbul ance drivers, and fire

fighters to performtheir duties; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the constant and aggravating
i nconveni ence these crossing blockages cause to notorists,
there are reports that school children, fearing they will be
late for school, are crawing underneath these trains while

the trains are blocking intersections; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
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ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that there is created the
Grade Crossing Qbstruction Task Force consisting of 5 nenbers
of the Senate, with 3 nenbers and the chairnman appointed by
the President of the Senate and 2 nenbers appointed by the
Mnority Leader of the Senate; all nenbers shall serve

wi t hout conpensation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Task Force shall study various issues
relating to frequency and duration of gr ade Crossing
bl ockages and the effectiveness of the railroad industry's

attenpts to deal with this serious problem and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Task Force shall neet at the call of
the Chairman, shall hold public hearings, shall receive the
assistance of legislative staff, and shall report its
findings and recommendations to the Senate on or before

January 31, 2002; and be it further

RESCLVED, That upon filing its report the Task Force is

di ssol ved.
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