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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Trains in Chicago and throughout the suburbs
have created a nuisance and public safety hazard to

resi dents; and

VWHEREAS, Residents of the southwest side of Chicago and
the south suburbs have been particularly plagued by probl ens
of trains blocking intersections for |ong periods of tinme and
the loud noises of trains that are a nuisance near their

honmes; and

VWHEREAS, 1In the case of trains blocking intersections,
sone residents, such as those in Blue Island, are cut off
from public safety services for |long periods of tinme because
trains are bl ocki ng t he only ent r yway into their

nei ghbor hood; and

WHEREAS, In the case of loud noises of trains that are a
nui sance near their honmes, sone residents, such as those in
West Beverly, are subject to dangerously high train whistles
whi ch exceed decibel Iimts and train rattles which crack the

f oundati ons of their hones; and

WHEREAS, Congress has the authority to regulate train
horns and trains stalled in intersections and the authority
to pre-enpt state and | ocal governnents in this area, but it
has del egat ed its authority to t he Secretary of

Transportation; and

WHEREAS, The United States Code, Title 49, Section 20134,
gives the Secretary of Transportation the power to "devel op
and carry out solutions to the railroad grade crossing
problem and neasures to protect pedestrians in densely

popul ated areas along railroad rights of way"; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Code, Title 49, Section

20153(e), specifically instructs the Secretary to "pronote


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


D o~ W NP

\‘

10
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
32

- 2- SDS/ 92Asj r 0001/ AJhs

the quiet of comunities affected by rail operations"” in
pronul gati ng regul ati ons, and the statute allows the
Secretary of Transportation to suspend the sounding of the
horn at railroad crossings if other, as effective, safety
means can be devel oped and denonstrated in the case of |oud

noi ses of train that are a nui sance; and

WHEREAS, Section 20153(i) of Title 49 of the United
States Code instructs the Secretary to "work in partnership
wth affected communities to provide technical assistance
and...a reasonable amount of time for the Ilocal communities
to install supplenentary safety neasures, taking into account
| ocal safety initiatives (such as public awareness
initiatives and highway-rail grade crossing traffic |aw

enforcenent prograns)"”; therefore be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-FI RST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF | LLI NO S, THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG HEREIN, That we petition the
United States Secretary of Transportation to invoke this
authority to prevent trains from blocking intersections,
because the bl ocking of intersections poses safety hazards to

residents and vehicles; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we urge the United States Secretary of
Transportation to adopt regulations to protect residents from
the nuisance of train noise and not to allowtrains to bl ow
their horns in "quiet zone" areas, and we urge the Secretary
to develop alternative safety neasures to supplant the use of
the horn, such as helping to fund grade crossings and

footbridges; and be it further

RESOLVED, That t he United St at es Secretary of
Transportation should convene soon a neeting of residents,
|l ocal &elected officials, and the railroad to address these

concerns of residents of the southwest side of Chicago and
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the south suburbs; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be sent to
the United States Secretary of Transportation and to each

menber of the Illinois congressional del egation.
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