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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Ald Code is anended by

changi ng Section 9A-11 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/9A-11) (from Ch. 23, par. 9A-11)

Sec. 9A-11. Child Care.

(a) The General Assenbly recognizes that famlies with
children need child care in order to work. Child care is
expensive and famlies wth [ ow incones, including those who
are transitioning fromwelfare to work, often struggle to pay
the costs of day care. The General Assenbly understands the
i nportance of hel ping | ow incone working famlies beconme and
remain self-sufficient. The CGeneral Assenbly also believes
that it is the responsibility of famlies to share in the
costs of child care. It is also the preference of the
Ceneral Assenbly that all working poor famlies should be
treated equally, regardless of their welfare status.

(b) To the extent resources permt, t he [1linois
Departnent shall provide child care services to parents or
other relatives as defined by rule who are working or
participating in enploynment or Departnent approved education
or training prograns. At a mninmum the Illinois Departnent
shall cover the follow ng categories of famlies:

(1) recipients of TANF under Article |V
participating in work and training activities as
specified in the personal plan for enploynent and
sel f-sufficiency;

(2) famlies transitioning from TANF to work;

(3) famlies at risk of becomng recipients of

TANF;
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(4) famlies with special needs as defined by rule;
and

(5) working famlies wth very |low incones as
defined by rule.

The Departnment shall specify by rule the conditions of
eligibility, the application process, and the types, anounts,
and duration of services. Eligibility for child care
benefits and the amount of child care provided may vary based
on famly size, incone, and other factors as specified by
rule. In determning inconme eligibility for child care

benefits, the Departnent annually at the begi nning of the

fiscal year shall establish, by rule, one income threshold

for each famly size, in relation to percentage of State
medi an inconme for a famly of that size, that nmakes famlies
with incomes below the specified threshold eligible for
assistance and famlies wth incones above the specified

threshold ineligible for assistance. The incone threshold

shall be no |l ess than 55% of the then-current State nedi an

incone. In determning eligibility for assistance, the
Departnent shall not give preference to any category of
recipients or give preference to individuals based on their
recei pt of benefits under this Code. The Departnent shal

all ocate $7,500,000 annually for a test programfor famlies
who are inconme-eligible for child care assistance, who are
not recipients of TANF under Article IV, and who need child
care assistance to participate in education and training
activities. The Departnent shall specify by rule the
conditions of eligibility for this test program ‘}tt--ts--the
tntent - of -t he- General - Assenbly-that;-for-fiseal-year-1998;-to
the--extent--resoureces-perntt;-the-Departnent-shall-establish
an-tneore-eligibtlity-threshol d- of - 50% of - -t he- - St at e- - redi an
l neone: - - - Not wt t hst andi ng- -t he- t neone- L evel -at-whieh-fantties
becone-el i gi bl e-to-receive-ehtl d-ecare-assistanece;-any--fantty

that--its--already--recetving--child--care--assistance--on-the
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effective-date-of -t his-anendat ory- Act-of --1997--shall--rerain
eligible--for--assistance--for--fiseal-year-1998: Nothing in
this Section shall be construed as conferring entitlenment
status to eligible famlies. The 1llinois Departnent is
aut horized to lower incone eligibility ceilings, raise parent
co- paynents, create waiting lists, or take such other actions
during a fiscal year as are necessary to ensure that child
care benefits paid wunder this Article do not exceed the
anounts appropriated for those child care benefits. These
changes may be acconplished by energency rul e under Section
5-45 of the Illinois Admnistrative Procedure Act, except
that the limtation on the nunber of energency rules that may
be adopted in a 24-nmonth period shall not apply. The
II'linois Departnent may contract with other State agencies or
child care organi zations for the admnistration of child care
servi ces.

(c) Paynment shall be nade for child care that otherw se
neet s the requirements of this Section and applicable
standards of State and local law and regulation, including
any requirenents the Illinois Departnent promnul gates by rule
in addition to the licensure requirenents promul gated by the
Depart ment of Chil dren and Famly Services and Fire
Prevention and Safety requirenents promul gated by the Ofice
of the State Fire Marshal and is provided in any of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) a child care center which is licensed or exenpt
fromlicensure pursuant to Section 2.09 of the Child Care

Act of 1969;

(2) a licensed child care hone or home exenpt from

I i censi ng;

(3) a licensed group child care hone;
(4) other types of child care, including child care
provided by relatives or persons living in the sanme hone

as the child, as determned by the Illinois Departnment by
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rule.

(d) The Illinois Departnent shall, by rule, require
co-paynents for child care services by any parent, including
parents whose only inconme is from assi stance under this Code.
The co-paynent shall be assessed based on a sliding scale
based on famly incone, famly size, and the nunber of

children in care. Co-paynents shall not be increased due

solely to a change in the nethodology for counting famly

(e) The Illinois Departnent shall conduct a market rate
survey based on the cost of care and other relevant factors
whi ch shall be conpleted by July 1, 1998.

(f) The Illinois Department shall, by rule, set rates to
be paid for the various types of child care. Child care nmay
be provided through one of the foll ow ng nethods:

(1) arranging the child care through eligible
provi ders by use of purchase of service contracts or
vouchers;

(2) arranging with other agencies and community
vol unt eer groups for non-reinbursed child care;

(3) (blank); or

(4) adopting such other arrangenent s as t he
Depart ment determ nes appropri ate.

(g0 Famlies eligible for assistance under this Section
shall be given the foll ow ng options:

(1) receiving a child care certificate issued by
the Departnment or a subcontractor of the Departnent that
may be used by the parents as paynent for child care and
devel opnment services only; or

(2) if space is available, enrolling the child with
a child care provider that has a purchase of service
contract wwth the Departnment or a subcontractor of the
Depar t ment for t he provi si on of child care and

devel opnent servi ces. The Departnment may identify
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particular priority popul ations for whomthey may request
special consideration by a provider wth purchase of
service contracts, provided that the providers shall be
permtted to maintain a balance of clients in terns of
househol d i ncones and famlies and children with special
needs, as defined by rule.

(Source: P.A 90-17, eff. 7-1-97; 91-509, eff. 1-1-00.)
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