92GMBSB1756 State of Illinois
OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR
Springfield, Illinois 62706

CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR
August 2, 2002

To the Honor abl e Menbers of
The Illinois Senate
92nd General Assenbly

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 9(b) of the Illinois
Constitution of 1970, | hereby veto Senate Bill 1756,
entitled "AN ACT concerni ng open neetings."

Senate Bill 1756 anends the Open Meetings Act to require
a public body that has a website and whose staff naintains
the website, to post neeting notices, agendas, and m nutes on
t hat website.

Nunerous |ocal officials and units of |ocal governnent
have expressed their concerns and questions regarding this
| egi sl ati on. One concern is that enactnment of this
| egi sl ati on woul d cause an undue financial burden on public
bodi es because they would have to invest considerable tinme
and additional resources to neet this nandate. Anot her
concern is sonme provisions of the bill are vague. For
exanple, the bill does not specify the length of tinme which
records nust be kept on the website.

VWile | Dbelieve that 1ocal governnents shoul d provide
this information of their own volition, I do not believe that
the State should nandate it. For these reasons, | hereby
veto and return Senate Bill 1756.

Si ncerely,

CGeorge H Ryan
GOVERNOR


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


