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An Act concerni ng abandoned chil dren.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the
Safe Place for Newborns Act.

Section 5. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Departnent” neans the Departnent of Children and Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

"Fire station”" neans a fire station operated by the fire
departnment of a municipality or a fire protection district.

"Fire station enployee" neans a firefighter, paranedic,

or civilian enployee of a fire departnent enployed at a fire

station.
"Hospital”™ neans a hospital |icensed under the Hospital
Li censing Act or the University of Illinois Hospital Act.

Section 10. Abandoned children; hospital.

(a) A hospital mnust accept a newborn left wth a
hospi tal enpl oyee on the hospital's prem ses, provided that:

(1) the newborn appears to be less than one nonth

ol d; and

(2) the newborn is left in an apparently unharned
condi tion.

(b) The hospital enployee nmust not inquire as to the
identity of the nother or the person | eaving the newborn and
must not call the police, provided the newborn is apparently
unharmed when presented to the hospital. The hospital
enpl oyee nmay ask the person |eaving the newborn about the
medi cal history of the nother or the newborn, but the person
| eavi ng t he newbor n is not required to provide any

information. The hospital may provide the person | eaving the
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newborn with i nformati on about how to contact rel evant soci al

servi ce agenci es.

Section 15. Abandoned children; fire station.

(a) A fire station enployee nmust accept a newborn |left
W th the fire station enployee on the fire station's
prem ses, provided that:

(1) the newborn appears to be less than one nonth

ol d; and

(2) the newborn is left in an apparently unharned
condi tion.

(b) The fire station enployee nust not inquire as to the
identity of the nother or the person |eaving the newborn and
must not call the police, provided the newborn is apparently
unharnmed when presented at the fire station. The fire
station enployee may ask the the person | eaving the newborn
about the nedical history of the nother or the newborn, but
the person | eaving the newborn is not required to provide any
information. The fire station may provide the person | eaving
the newborn wth information about how to contact rel evant
soci al service agenci es.

(c) As soon as reasonably practicable after the person
| eaving the newborn |eaves the fire station, a fire station

enpl oyee nust transport the newborn to a hospital.

Section 20. Reporting. Wthin 24 hours of receiving a
newborn under this Act, the hospital nust informthe | ocal
wel fare agency or the Departnment that a newborn has been | eft
at the hospital. The hospital must not informthe Departnent
or the local welfare agency before the person |eaving the
newborn | eaves the hospital. The hospital is not required to
wait to informthe |ocal welfare agency or the Departnent in
cases where a newborn who has been abandoned under Section 15

of this Act is left at the hospital by a fire station
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enpl oyee.

Section 25. Inmmunity.

(a) A hospital with responsibility for performng duties

under this Act, and an enpl oyee, physician, or other mnedical

prof essional working at the hospital, are immune from any
crimnal or civil liability that m ght otherwi se result from
the performance of those duties, iif the hospital and

enpl oyee, physician, or other nedical professional act in
good faith

(b) A nmunicipality or a fire protection district and a
fire station enployee who perfornms duties under this Act are
immune from any crimnal or civil liability that m ght
otherwi se result fromthe performance of those duties, if the
muni cipality or district and fire station enployee act in

good faith

Section 30. Reunification; search for relatives. The
Departnent and any social service agency or |ocal welfare
agency taking custody of a child after discharge from a
hospital that accepted the child under the provisions of this
Act is not required to attenpt to reunify the child with the
child s parents, to search for relatives of the child as a
pl acenment or permanency option, or to inplenent other
pl acenent requirenents that give a preference to t he
relatives of the child, if the Departnment or agency does not
have information as to the identity of the child, the child's

mot her, or the child' s father.
Section 35. Status of child. A newborn left at a
hospital or fire station wunder this Act is considered an

abandoned chil d.

Section 40. Prosecution. A person may |eave a newborn
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with a hospital enployee at a hospital or with a fire station
enployee at a fire station in this State w thout being
subjected to prosecution for that act, provided that:
(1) the newborn, when left, was | ess than one nonth
ol d;
(2) the newborn was left in an unharned condition
and
(3) if the person |eaving the newborn was not the
newborn's nother, the person had the nother's consent to

| eave t he newbor n.

Section 90. The State Mandates Act is anended by addi ng

Section 8.25 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 805/8.25 new)

Sec. 8.25. Exenpt nmandate. Notwi t hstanding Sections 6

and 8 of this Act, no reinbursement by the State is required

for the inplenentation of any nandate created by this

anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.
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