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AN ACT concerning el ections.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Election Code is anmended by changi ng
Sections 16-3, 16-6.1, 24-1, 24A-1 and 24B-2 as foll ows:

(10 ILCS 5/16-3) (from Ch. 46, par. 16-3)

Sec. 16-3. The names of all candidates to be voted for
in each election district or precinct shall be printed on one
bal | ot, except as is provided in Sections 16-6.1 and 21-1.01
of this Act and except as otherwi se provided in this Act with
respect to the odd year regular elections and the energency
referenda; all nomnations of any political party being
pl aced under the party appellation or title of such party as
designated in the certificates of nom nation or petitions.
The names of all independent candi dates shall be printed upon
the ballot in a colum or colums wunder the headi ng
"i ndependent” arranged under the nanmes or titles of the
respective offices for which such independent candidates
shal | have been nom nated and so far as practicable, the nanme
or nanmes of any independent candi date or candi dates for any
of fice shall be printed upon the ballot opposite the nane or
names of any candidate or candidates for the sane office
contained in any party colum or colums wupon said ballot.
The ball ot shall contain no other nanmes, except that in cases
of electors for President and Vice-President of the United
States, the nanmes of the candidates for President and
Vi ce-President may be added to the party designation and
words calculated to aid the voter in his choice of candi dates
may be added, such as "Vote for one," "Vote for three." Wen
an electronic voting systemis used which utilizes a ballot

| abel booklet, the candi dates and questions shall appear on
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t he pages of such booklet in the order provided by this Code;

and, in any case where candidates for an office appear on a
page which does not contain the nane of any candi date for
anot her office, and where less than 50% of the page 1is
utilized, the nanme of no candidate shall be printed on the
| owest 25% of such page. On the back or outside of the
ballot, so as to appear when folded, shall be printed the
words "Official Ballot", followed by the designation of the
polling place for which the ballot is prepared, the date of

the election and a facsimle of the signature of the election
authority who has caused the ballots to be printed. The
ballots shall be of plain white paper, through which the
printing or witing cannot be read. However, ballots for wuse
at the nonpartisan and consolidated el ections may be printed
on different color paper, except blue paper, whenever
necessary or desirable to facilitate distinguishing between
ballots for different political subdivisions. In the case of

nonparti san el ections for of ficers of a political

subdivision, wunless the statute or an ordinance adopted
pursuant to Article VIl of the Constitution providing the
form of government therefor requires otherw se, the colum
listing such nonpartisan candi dates shall be printed with no
appellation or circle at its head. The party appellation or
title, or the word "independent” at the head of any colum
provided for independent candidates, shall be printed in
capttal letters not | ess than one-fourth of an inch in height

and a circle one-half inch in diameter shall be printed at

the Dbeginning of the line in which such appellation or title
is printed, provided, however, that no such circle shall be
printed at the head of any colum or colums provided for
such i ndependent candi dates. The nanmes of candi dates shall be
printed in eapttal letters not |ess than one-eighth nor nore
t han one-fourth of an inch in height, and at the begi nning of

each line in which a nanme of a candidate is printed a square
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shall be printed, the sides of which shall be not I|ess than
one-fourth of an inch in length. However, the nanes of the
candi dates for CGovernor and Lieutenant Governor on the sane
ticket shall be printed wwthin a bracket and a single square
shall be printed in front of the bracket. The Ilist of
candidates of the several parties and any such list of
i ndependent candi dates shall be placed in separate colums on
the ballot in such order as the election authorities charged
with the printing of the ballots shall decide; provided, that
the names of the candi dates of the several political parties,
certified by the State Board of Elections to the several
county clerks shall be printed by the county <clerk of the
proper county on the official ballot in the order certified
by the State Board of Elections. Any county clerk refusing,
neglecting or failing to print on the official ballot the
names of candi dates of the several political parties in the
order certified by the State Board of Elections, and any
county clerk who prints or causes to be printed upon the
official ballot the nane of a candidate, for an office to be
filled by the Electors of the entire State, whose nane has
not been duly certified to himupon a certificate signed by
the State Board of Elections shall be guilty of a Cdass C
m sdeneanor .

When an el ectronic voting systemis used which utilizes a
ball ot card, on the inside flap of each ballot card envel ope
there shall be printed a formfor wite-in voting which shal
be substantially as foll ows:

WRI TE- | N VOTES
(See card of instructions for specific information.

Duplicate form bel ow by hand for additional wite-in votes.)

Title of Ofice

Nanme of Candi date
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When an electronic voting systemis used which uses a
bal | ot sheet, the instructions to voters on the ballot sheet
shall refer the voter to the card of instructions for
specific information on wite-in voting. Below each office
appearing on such ballot sheet there shall be a provision for
the casting of a wite-in vote.

When such electronic system is wused, there shall be
printed on the back of each ballot card, each ballot card
envel ope, and the first page of the ballot |abel when a
ball ot | abel is used, the words "Official Ballot,” followed
by t he nunber of t he preci nct or other precinct
identification, which may be stanped, in lieu thereof and, as
applicable, the nunber and name of the township, ward or
other election district for which the ballot card, ball ot
card envel ope, and ballot |abel are prepared, the date of the
el ection and a facsimle of the signature of the election
authority who has caused the ballots to be printed. The back
of the ballot card shall also include a nethod of identifying
the ballot configuration such as a listing of the political
subdi visions and districts for which votes may be cast on
t hat ballot, or a nunber code identifying the ball ot
configuration or color coded ballots, except that where there
is only one ballot configuration in a precinct, the precinct
identification, and any applicable ward identification, shal
be sufficient. Ball ot card envelopes wused in punch card
systens shall be of paper through which no witing or punches
may be di scerned and shall be of sufficient length to encl ose
all voting positions. However, the election authority my
provide ballot card envel opes on which no precinct nunber or
townshi p, ward or other election district designation, or
el ection date are preprinted, if space and a preprinted form
are provided below the space provided for the names of
wite-in candidates where such informati on may be entered by

the judges of election. Whenever an election authority
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utilizes ballot card envel opes on which the election date and
precinct is not preprinted, a judge of election shall mark
such information for the particular precinct and election on
the envelope in ink before tallying and counting any wite-in
vote witten thereon. |If some nethod of insuring ballot
secrecy other than an envel ope is used, such information nust
be provided on the ballot itself.

In the designation of the nane of a candidate on the
ballot, the candidate's given nanme or nanes, initial or
initials, a nicknane by which the candidate is commonly
known, or a conbination thereof, may be used in addition to
t he candi date's surnane. No ot her designation such as atitle
or degree or nicknanme suggesting or inplying possession of a
title, degree or professional status, or simlar information
may be used in connection with the candidate's surnane,
except that the title "Ms." may be used in the case of a
marri ed woman.

Where voting machines or electronic voting systens are
used, the provisions of this Section nay be nodified as
required or authorized by Article 24 or Article 24A,
whi chever is applicable.

Not hi ng in this Section shall prohibit election
authorities fromusing or reusing ballot card envel opes which
were printed before the effective date of this anmendatory Act
of 1985.

(Source: P.A 84-1308.)

(10 ILCS 5/16-6.1) (from Ch. 46, par. 16-6.1)

Sec. 16-6.1. In elections held pur suant to t he
provisions of Section 12 of Article VI of the Constitution
relating to retention of judges in office, the form of the
proposition to be submtted for each candidate shall be as

provided in paragraph (1) or (2), as the election authority

may choose.
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(1) The nanes of all persons seeking retention in

the sane office shall be listed, in the order provided in

this Secti on, with one pr oposi ti on t hat r eads

substantially as follows: "Shall each of the persons

listed be retained in office as (insert nane of office

and court)?". To the right of each candidate's nane nust

be places for the voter to mark "Yes" or "No". If the

list of candidates for retention in the sane office

exceeds one page of the ballot, the proposition nust

appear on each page upon which the list of candidates

conti nues.

Shall ....... (i nsert nane YES
of candidate) be retained in
office as ..... (i nsert nane

of office and Court)? NO

The names of all candidates thus submtting their nanes

for retention in office in any particular judicial district

or circuit shall appear on the sanme ballot which shall be
separate from all other ballots voted on at the general
el ecti on.

Propositions on Suprene Court judges, if any are seeking
retention, shall appear on the ballot in the first group, for
judges of the Appellate Court in the second group i medi ately
under the first, and for circuit judges in the |last group.
The grouping of candidates for the sanme office shall be
preceded by a heading describing the office and the court.
If there are two or nore candidates for each office, the
names of such candi dates in each group shall be listed in the
order determned as follows: The nane of the person with the

greatest length of tinme served in the specified office of the
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specified court shall be listed first in each group. The
rest of the nanmes shall be listed in the appropriate order
based on the sanme seniority standard. If two or nore
candidates for each office have served identical periods of
time in the specified office, such candidates shall be listed
al phabetically at the appropriate place in the order of nanes
based on seniority in the office as described. Circuit
judges shall be credited for the purposes of this section
W th service as associate judges prior to July 1, 1971 and
wth service on any court the judges of which were nade
associ ate judges on January 1, 1964 by virtue of Paragraph 4,
subpar agraphs (c) and (d) of the Schedule to Article VI of
the fornmer Illinois Constitution.

At the top of the ballot on the sane side as the
propositions on the candidates are listed shall be printed an
explanation to read substantially as follows: "Vote on the
proposition wth respect to all or any of the judges |isted
on this ballot. No judge listed is running against any ot her
judge. The sole question is whether each judge shall be
retained in his present office".

Such separate ballot shall be printed on paper of
sufficient size so that when folded once it shall be |arge
enough to contain the follow ng words, which shall be printed
on the back, "Ballot for judicial candi dat es seeki ng
retention in office". Such ballot shall be handed to the
el ector at the sanme tinme as the ballot containing the nanes
of other candidates for the general election and shall be
returned therewith by the elector to the proper officer in
the manner designated by this Act. Al provisions of this
Act relating to ballots shall apply to such separate ballot,
except as otherwise specifically provided in this section.
Such separate ballot shall be printed upon paper of a green
col or. No other ballot at the sane election shall be green

in color.
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In precincts in which voting machines are wused, the
special ballot containing the propositions on the retention
of judges nmay be placed on the voting machines if such voting
machi nes permt the casting of votes on such propositions.

An el ectronic voting system authorized by Article 24A may
be used in voting and tabulating the judicial retention
bal | ot s. When an electronic voting systemis used which
utilizes a ballot |abel booklet and ballot card, there shal
be wused in the | abel booklet a separate ballot |abel page or
pages as required for such proposition, which page or pages
for such proposition shall be of a green color separate and
distinct fromthe ballot |abel page or pages used for any
ot her proposition or candidates.

(Source: P.A 79-201.)

(10 ILCS 5/24-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 24-1)

Sec. 24-1. The election authority in all jurisdictions
when voting machines are used shall, except as otherw se
provided in this Code, provide a voting machine or voting
machi nes for any or all of the election precincts or election
districts, as the case my be, for which the election
authority is by lawcharged with the duty of conducting an
election or elections. A voting machi ne or machi nes
sufficient in nunber to provide a machine for each 400 voters
or fraction thereof shall be supplied for wuse at al
el ections. However, no such voting machine shall be used,
purchased, or adopted wuntil the board of voting machine
conmi ssi oners herei nafter provided for, or a majority
t hereof, shall have nmade and filed a report <certifying that
t hey have exam ned such machine; that it affords each el ector
an opportunity to vote in absolute secrecy; that it enables
each elector to vote a ticket selected in part from the
nom nees of one party, and in part fromthe nom nees of any

or all other parties, and in part from independent nom nees
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printed in the colums of candidates for public office, and
in part of persons not in nomnation by any party or upon any
i ndependent ticket; that it enables each elector to vote a
witten or printed ballot of his own selection, for any
person for any office for whomhe nay desire to vote; that it
enabl es each elector to vote for all candidates for whom he
is entitled to vote, and prevents himfromvoting for any
candidate for any office nore than once, unless he 1is
lawfully entitled to cast nore than one vote for one
candidate, and in that event permts himto cast only as many
votes for that <candidate as he is by lawentitled, and no
nore; that it prevents the elector fromvoting for nore than
one person for the sane office, unless he is lawfully
entitled to vote for nore than one person therefor, and in
that event permts himto vote for as many persons for that
office as he is by law entitled, and no nore; and that such
machine w1l register correctly by neans of exact counters
every vote cast for the regular tickets thereon; and has the
capacity to contain the tickets of at least 5 politica
parties with the nanmes of all the candidates thereon,
together with all propositions in the formprovided by |aw,
where such formis prescribed, and where no such provision is
made for the formthereof, then in brief form not to exceed
75 words; that all votes cast on the machine on a regular
ballot or ballots shall be registered; that voters may, by
means of irregular ballots or otherwi se vote for any person
for any office, although such person may not have been
nom nated by any party and his name may not appear on such
machi ne; that when a vote is cast for any person for any such
office, when his nanme does not appear on the nmachine, the
el ector cannot vote for any other name on the nmachine for the
same office; that each elector can, understandingly and
within the period of 4 mnutes cast his vote for al

candi dates of his choice; that the nachine is so constructed
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that the <candidates for presidential electors of any party
can be voted for only by voting for the ballot |abel
containing a bracket wthin which are the nanes of the
candi dates for President and Vice-President of the party or
group; that the machine is provided with a |lock or |ocks by
t he use of which any novenent of the wvoting or registering
mechanism is absolutely prevented so that it cannot be
tanpered wth or manipulated for any purpose; that the
machi ne i s susceptible of being closed during the progress of
the voting so that no person can see or know the nunber of
votes registered for any candidate; that each elector is
permtted to vote for or against any question, proposition or
amendnent upon which he is entitled to vote, and is prevented
from voting for or against any question, proposition or
anmendnent upon which he is not entitled to vote; that the
machine is capable of adjustnent by the election authority,
So as to permt the elector, at a party primary election, to
vote only for +the candidates seeking nom nation by the
political party in which primary he is entitled to vote:
Provided, also that no such machine or machi nes shall be
purchased, unless the party or parties nmaking the sale shal

guarantee in witing to keep the machine or machines in good
wor ki ng order for 5 years without additional cost and shal

give a sufficient bond conditioned to that effect. However,

in no case shall a voting nachine be authorized by the State

Board of Elections or used by an election authority to detect

undervoted ballots or ballots that do not contain the

initials of a judge of election. Undervoted ballots are

ballots in which the voter does not vote for any candidate

for an office.

(Source: P.A 89-700, eff. 1-17-97.)

(10 ILCS 5/24A-1) (from Ch. 46, par. 24A-1)

Sec. 24A-1. The purpose of this Article is to authorize
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the use of voting systens approved by the State Board of
El ections in which the voter records his votes by neans of
mar ki ng or punching a ballot or one or nore ballot cards,
which are so designed that votes will be counted by data
processing machines at one or nor e counti ng pl aces.

Notw t hstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary,

no voting systemshall be authorized by the State Board of

El ecti ons or used by an election authority to detect

undervoted ballots or ballots that do not contain the

initials of a judge of el ection. Undervoted ballots are

ballots in which the voter does not vote for any candi date

for an office.

(Source: P.A 84-862.)

(10 | LCS 5/ 24B-2)

Sec. 24B-2. Definitions. As used in this Article:

"Conputer", "automatic t abul ati ng equi pnent " or
"equi pnrent" includes apparatus necessary to automatically
exam ne and count votes as designated on ballots, and data
processing machines which can be used for counting ballots
and tabul ating results.

"Bal |l ot" means paper ball ot sheets.

"Bal |l ot configuration" neans the particular conbination
of political subdi vi si on ballots including, for each
political subdivision, the particular conbination of offices,
candi dat e nanmes and questions as it appears for each group of
voters who nmay cast the sane ball ot.

"Bal | ot sheet"” nmeans a paper ballot printed on one or
both sides which is (1) designed and prepared so that the
voter may indicate his or her votes in designated areas,
which nust be areas clearly printed or otherw se delineated
for such purpose, and (2) capable of having votes marked in
the designated areas automatically exam ned, counted, and

tabul ated by an el ectroni c scanni ng process.
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"Central counting" neans the counting of ballots in one
or nore |locations selected by the election authority for the
processing or counting, or both, of ballots. A location for
central counting shall be wthin the territorial jurisdiction
of the welection authority wunless there is no suitable
t abul ati ng equi pnment avai |l abl e within his territorial
jurisdiction. However, in any event a counting |ocation
shall be within this State.

" Conput er operator" nmeans any person or persons
desi gnated by the election authority to operate the automatic
tabul ati ng equi prent during any portion of the vote tallying
process in an election, but shall not include judges of
el ection operating vote tabul ating equi pment in the precinct.

"Conputer progrant or "progranm’ neans the set of
operating instructions for the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent
that exam nes, counts, tabul ates, canvasses and prints votes
recorded by a voter on a ballot.

"Edit listing" nmeans a conputer generated listing of the
names of each candi date and proposition as they appear in the
program for each precinct.

"Header sheet" neans a data processing docunent which is
coded to indicate to the conputer the precinct identity of
the ballots that wll follow imedi ately and may indicate to
the conmputer how such ballots are to be tabul at ed.

"I n-precinct counting" neans the counting of ballots on
automatic tabulating equipnent provided by the election
authority in the sane precinct polling place in which those
bal | ot s have been cast.

"Mar ki ng device" neans a pen or simlar device approved
by the State Board of Elections for marking a paper ball ot
with ink or other substance which will enable the ballot to
be tabulated by automatic tabulating equipnent or by an
el ectroni ¢ scanni ng process.

"Precinct Tabul ation Optical Scan Technol ogy" neans the
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capability to examne a ballot through electronic neans and
tabul ate the votes at one or nore counting places.

"Redundant count" neans a verification of the original
conput er count by another count using conpatible equi pnent or
by hand as part of a discovery recount.

"Security designation” neans a printed designation placed
on a ballot to identify to the conputer programthe offices
and propositions for which votes may be cast and to indicate
the manner in which votes cast should be tabulated while
negati ng any i nadm ssible votes.

"Separate ballot", with respect to ballot sheets, neans a
separate portion of the ballot sheet which is clearly defined
by a border or borders or shading.

"Voting defect identification" neans the capability to
detect overvoted ballots or ballots which cannot be read by

the automatic tabulating equipment. 1n_ no case shall the

voting defect identification be enabled to detect undervoted

ballots or ballots that do not <contain the initials of a

judge of el ection.

"Voting defects"” neans an overvoted ballot, or a ballot
whi ch cannot be read by the automatic tabul ating equi pnent.

"Voting system or "electronic voting systeni neans that
conbi nation of equipnment and prograns used in the casting,
exam nation and tabul ation of ballots and the cumul ation and
reporting of results by electronic neans.

(Source: P.A 89-394, eff. 1-1-97.)
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