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AN ACT in relation to ani nmal s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Animal Control Act is anmended by changi ng

Sections 15 and 26 as foll ows:

(510 I'LCS 5/15) (fromCh. 8, par. 365)

Sec.

15. (a) For purposes of this Section:
(1) "Vicious dog" neans:

(1) Any individual dog that when unprovoked
inflicts bites or attacks a human being or other
animal either on public or private property.

(i) Any i ndi vi dual dog W th a known
propensity, t endency or disposition to attack
W t hout provocation, to cause injury or to otherw se
endanger the safety of human beings or donestic
ani mal s.

(ti1) Any individual dog that has as a trait or
characteristic and a generally known reputation for
vi ci ousness, dangerousness or unprovoked attacks
upon human beings or other animals, unless handled
in a particular manner or with special equipnent.

(tv) Any individual dog which attacks a human
bei ng or donestic animal w thout provocation.

(v) Any individual dog which has been found to
be a "dangerous dog" upon 3 separate occasions.

No dog shall be deened "vicious" if it Dbites,
attacks, or nenaces a trespasser on the property of
its owner or harns or nenaces anyone who has
tormented or abused it or is a professionally
trained dog for law enforcenent or guard duties.

Vicious dogs shall not be classified in a manner
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that is specific as to breed.

If a dog is found to be a vicious dog, the dog
shal | be subject to enclosure.

(2) "Dangerous Dog" neans any individual dog which
when either unmuzzl ed, unleashed, or wunattended by its
owner, or a nenber of its owner's famly, in a vicious or
terrorizing manner, approaches any person in an apparent
attitude of attack upon streets, sidewal ks, or any public

grounds or places. If a dog is found to be a dangerous

dog, the dog nmust be both nuzzled and | eashed whenever

it is upon a street, sidewal k, or other public place or

(3) "Enclosure” neans a fence or structure of at
|l east 6 feet in height, formng or causing an enclosure
suitable to prevent the entry of young children, and
suitable to confine a vicious dog in conjunction wth
ot her neasures which may be taken by the owner or keeper,
such as tethering of a vicious dog within the encl osure.
Such encl osure shall be securely enclosed and | ocked and
designed wth secure sides, top and bottom and shall be
designed to prevent the animal from escaping from the
encl osure.

(4) "lnpounded" neans taken into the custody of the
public pound in the city or town where the vicious dog is
f ound.

(5 "Found to be vicious dog" neans (i) that the
Adm nistrator, an Animal Control Warden, or a | aw
enforcement officer has conducted an investigation and
made a finding in witing that the dog is a vicious dog
as defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) and, based
on that finding, the Admnistrator, an Animal Contro
Warden, or the Director has declared in witing that the
dog is a vicious dog or (ii) that the circuit court has

found the dog to be a vicious dog as defined in paragraph
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(1) of subsection (a) and has entered an order based on

t hat finding.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to Kkeep or
mai ntain any dog which has been found to be a vicious dog
unl ess such dog is at all tinmes kept in an enclosure. The
only tinmes that a vicious dog may be allowed out of the
enclosure are (1) if it is necessary for the owner or keeper
to obtain veterinary care for the dog or (2) to conply with
the order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, provided that
the dog is securely nmuzzled and restrained with a chain
having a tensile strength of 300 pounds and not exceeding 3
feet in length, and shall be under the direct control and
supervi sion of the owner or keeper of the dog.

Any dog which has been found to be a vicious dog and
which is not confined to an enclosure shall be inpounded by
the Admnistrator, an Animal Control Warden, or the |aw
enforcenment authority having jurisdiction in such area and
shal | be turned over to a Ilicensed veterinarian for
destruction by lethal injection.

I f the owner of the dog has not appeal ed the i npoundnent
order to the circuit court in the county in which the ani nal
was i nmpounded wthin 7 working days, the dog may be humanely
di spat ched. A dog found to be a vicious dog shall not be
rel eased to the owner until the Admnistrator, an Anim
Control Warden, or the D rector approves the encl osure as
defined in this Section.

No owner or keeper of a vicious dog shall sell or give
away the dog.

(b-5) If a wvicious dog is inpounded under subsection

(b), it nust be either spayed or neutered wthin 30 days

after the inmpoundnent. The owner of the dog is liable for

the cost of the spaying or neutering.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to maintain a public

nui sance by permtting any dangerous dog or other aninmal to
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| eave the prem ses of its owner when not under control by
| eash or other recognized control nethods.

Quide dogs for the blind or hearing inpaired, support
dogs for the physically handi capped, and sentry, guard, or
police-owned dogs are exenpt fromthis Section; provided, an
attack or injury to a person occurs while the dog is
performng duties as expected. To qualify for exenption
under this Section, each such dog shall be currently
i nocul ated against rabies in accordance with Section 8 of
this Act. It shall be the duty of the owner of such exenpted
dog to notify the Adm nistrator of changes of address. I n
the case of a sentry or guard dog, the owner shall keep the
Adm ni strator advised of the | ocation where such dog wll be
st ati oned. The Adm nistrator shall provide police and fire
departnments with a categorized |ist of such exenpted dogs,
and shall pronptly notify such departnents of any address
changes reported to him

The Adm nistrator, the State's Attorney, or any citizen
of the county in which a dangerous dog or other aninmal exists
may file a conplaint in the name of the People of the State
of Illinois to enjoin all persons from maintaining or
permtting such, to abate the sane, and to enjoin the owner
of such dog or other animal frompermtting sanme to | eave his
prem ses when not under control by |eash or other recognized
control nethods. Upon the filing of a conplaint in the
circuit court, the court, if satisfied that this nui sance may
exist, shall grant a prelimnary injunction with bond in such
anount as the court nmay determ ne enjoining the defendant
from mai ntai ni ng such nui sance. If the existence of the
nui sance 1is established, the owner of such dog or other
animal shall be in violation of this Act, and in addition,
the court shall enter an order restraining the owner from
mai nt ai ni ng such nui sance and may order that such dog or

ot her ani mal be humanely di spat ched.
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(Source: P.A 86-1460; 87-456.)

(510 ILCS 5/26) (fromCh. 8, par. 376)

Sec. 26. (a) Any person violating or aiding in or
abetting the violation of any provision of this Act, or
counterfeiting or forging any certificate, permt, or tag, or
maki ng any m srepresentation in regard to any nmatter
prescribed by this Act, or resisting, obstructing, or
inpeding the Admnistrator or any authorized officer in
enforcing this Act, or refusing to produce for inoculation
any dog in his possession not confined at all tinmes to an
encl osed area, or who renoves a tag froma dog for purposes
of destroying or <concealing its identity, is guilty of a
petty offense for a first or second offense and shall be
fined not |less than $25 nor nore than $200, and for a third
and subsequent offense, is guilty of a Cass C m sdeneanor.

Each day a person fails to conply constitutes a separate
offense. Each State's Attorney to whomthe Adm nistrator
reports any violation of this Act shall cause appropriate
proceedings to be instituted in the proper courts wthout
delay and to be prosecuted in the manner provided by |aw.

(b) If the owner of a dog subject to enclosure:

(1) fails to mintain or keep the dog in an

encl osure or otherwise fails to maintain or keep the dog

as required under subsection (b) of Section 15; and

(2) the dog inflicts great bodily harm permanent
di sfigurenent, or permanent physical disability upon any
ot her person or causes the death of another person; and

(3) the attack is unprovoked in a place where such
person is peaceably conducting hinmself and where such
person may |lawfully be;

the owner shall be guilty of a Cass 4 felony, except that if

A- - mt sdereaneor; - unl ess the owner knowingly allowed the dog to

run at large or failed to take steps to keep the dog in an
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enclosure or otherwise nmaintain or keep the dog as required

under subsection (b) of Section 15, then the owner shall be

guilty of a Cass 3 4 felony. The penalty provided in this
paragraph shall be in addition to any other crimnal or civil
sanction provided by | aw

(c) If the owner of a dog found to be a dangerous dog:

(1) fails to maintain or keep the dog both nuzzled

and | eashed when it is upon a street, sidewalk, or other

public place or grounds:; and

(2) the dog inflicts great bodily harm pernmanent

di sfi gurenent, or pernmanent physical disability upon any

ot her person or causes the death of another person; and

(3) the attack is unprovoked in a place where the

other person is peaceably conducting hinself or herself

and where that person nmay lawfully be;

the owner is quilty of a Cass 4 felony, except that if the

owner knowingly failed to maintain or keep the dog both

muzzl ed and | eashed, then the owner is quilty of a Cdass 3

f el ony. The penalty provided in this subsection (c) is in

addition to any other crimnal or civil sanction provided by

| aw.

(Source: P.A 87-456.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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