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AN ACT in relation to assistance for |owincone persons.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Energy Assistance Act of 1989 is anended

by changing Section 6 as foll ows:

(305 I'LCS 20/6) (fromCh. 111 2/3, par. 1406)

Sec. 6. Eligibility, Conditions of Participation, and
Ener gy Assi stance.

(a) Any person who is a resident of the State of
II'linois and whose household incone is not greater than an
anount determ ned annually by the Departnent, in consultation
with the Policy Advisory Council, may apply for assistance
pursuant to this Act in accordance W th regul ati ons
pr omul gat ed by the Departnent. 1In setting the annual
eligibility level, the Departnment shall consider the anount
of available funding and may not set a limt higher than 150%
of the federal nonfarm poverty |evel as established by the
federal Ofice of Managenent and Budget.

(b) Applicants who qualify for assistance pursuant to
subsecti on (a) of this Section shal |, subject to
appropriation from the General Assenbly and subject to

avai lability of funds to the Departnent, receive energy

assi st ance as provi ded by this Act. In_distributing
assi stance under this Act, the Departnent shall give first
priority to persons who are nore than 65 years of age and
whose nonthly household incone is |ess than $1,000. The

Departnent, upon receipt of nonies authorized pursuant to
this Act for energy assistance, shall commt funds for each
qualified appl i cant in an anount determned by the
Departnent. In determ ning the anbunts of assistance to be

provided to or on behalf of a qualified applicant, the
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Department shall ensure that the hi ghest anmount s of
assi stance go to households with the greatest energy costs in
relation to household incone. The Departnent shall i nclude
factors such as energy costs, household size, household
inconme, and region of the State when determ ning individual
househol d benefits. In setting assistance |evels, t he
Depart nent shal | at t enpt to provi de assi stance to
approxi mately the sanme nunber of househol ds who parti ci pated
in the 1991 Residential Energy Assi st ance Par t ner shi p
Program Such assistance |levels shall be adjusted annually
on the basis of funding availability. |In pronulgating rules
for the admnistration of this Section the Departnent shal
assure that a mnimumof 1/3 of funds available for Dbenefits
to eligible households are nade avail abl e to househol ds who
are eligible for public assistance and that elderly and
di sabl ed households are offered a one-nonth application
peri od.

(c) If the applicant is not a custonmer of an energy
provider for winter energy services or an applicant for such
servi ce, such applicant shall receive a direct energy
assi stance paynent in an anount established by the Departnent
for all such applicants under this Act; provided, however,
that such an applicant nust have rental expenses for housing
greater than 30% of househol d i ncone.

(d) If the applicant is a custoner of an ener gy
provider, such applicant shall receive energy assistance in
an anount established by the Departnment for all such
applicants under this Act, such anount to be paid by the
Departnment to the energy provider supplying wnter energy
service to such applicant. Such applicant shall:

(i) make all reasonable efforts to apply to any
ot her appropriate source of public energy assistance; and
(i) sign a waiver permtting the Departnment to

receive income information from any public or private
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agency providing income or energy assistance and from any

enpl oyer, whether public or private.

(e) Any qualified applicant pursuant to this Section may
recei ve or have paid on such applicant's behalf an energency
assi stance paynent to enabl e such applicant to obtain access
to winter energy services. Any such paynents shall be mde
in accordance with regul ati ons of the Departnent.

(Source: P.A 91-936, eff. 1-10-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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