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AN ACT concerni ng hearing instrunents.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hearing Instrunment Consunmer Protection

Act is anmended by changing Section 8 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 50/8) (from Ch. 111, par. 7408)

Sec. 8. Applicant qualifications; exam nation.

(a) In or der to pr ot ect persons W th heari ng
i npai rments, the Departnent shall authorize or shall conduct
an appropriate examnation for persons who di spense, test,
sel ect, recommend, fit, or service hearing instrunents. The
frequency of holding these exam nations shall be determ ned
by the Departnent by rule. Those who successfully pass such
an examnation shall be issued a license as a hearing
i nstrunment dispenser, which shall be effective for a 2-year
peri od.

(b) Applicants shall be:

(1) at least 18 years of age;

(2) of good noral character

(3) a high school graduate or the equivalent;

(4) free of contagious or infectious disease; and

(5 a citizen or person who has the status as a
| egal alien.

Fel ony convictions of the applicant and findi ngs agai nst
the applicant involving matters set forth in Sections 17 and
18 shall be considered in determning noral character, but
such a conviction or finding shall not make an applicant
ineligible to register for exam nation.

(c) Prior to engaging in the practice of fitting,
di spensing, or servicing hearing instruments, an applicant

shall denonstrate, by neans of witten and practi cal
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exam nations, that such person is qualified to practice the
testing, selecting, recommending, fitting, sel ling, or
servicing of hearing instrunments as defined in this Act. An
applicant who fails to obtain a Ilicense wthin 12 nonths
after passing both the witten and practical exam nations
nmust take and pass those exam nations again in order to be
eligible to receive a |icense.

The Departnent shall, by rule, determ ne the conditions
under which an individual is exam ned.

(d) Proof of having nmet the mninmum requirenments of
continuing education as determned by the Board shall be
required of all |icense renewals. Pursuant to rule, the
continuing education requirenments may, upon petition to the
Board, be waived in whole or in part if the hearing
i nstrunment di spenser can denonstrate that he or she served in
t he Coast Guard or Arned Forces, had an extrene hardship, or
obtained his or her |I|icense by exam nation or endorsenent
wi thin the precedi ng renewal period.

(e) Beginning January 1, 2003 2001, persons applying for
an initial Ilicense nust denonstrate having ear ned an
associ ate degree or its equivalent from an accredited
institution of higher education and neet t he ot her
requirenents of this Section. In addition, the applicant
must denonstrate the successful conpletion of 12 senester
hours or 18 quarter hours of academ c undergraduate course
work in an accredited institution consisting of 3 senester
hours of anatony and physiology of the speech and hearing
mechani sm 3 senester hours of hearing science, 3 senester
hours of introduction to audiology, and 3 senester hours of
aural rehabilitation, or the quarter hour equi val ent.
Persons |icensed before January 1, 2003 2001 who have a valid
license on that date may have their |icense renewed w thout
nmeeting the requirenents of this subsection.

(Source: P.A 91-932, eff. 1-1-01.)
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Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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