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AN ACT concerni ng hi gher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Hi gher Education Student Assistance Act

i s anended by adding Section 55.5 as foll ows:

(110 ILCS 947/55.5 new)

Sec. 55.5. Violent death or disability of police officer

or fire officer education grant.

(a) Education grants shall be provided for any natural

child, legally adopted child, or child in the | egal custody

of police officers and fire officers killed or permanently

disabled, with 90%to 100% disability, in the line of duty as

a result, directly or indirectly, of crimnal acts of

violence directed toward the officer or another person:

(1) while enployed by or in the voluntary service

of this State or any local public entity in this State;

or

(2) in retaliation for the officer perfornmng his

or her official duties.

(b) Beneficiaries need not be residents of this State at

the time of enrollment in order to receive this grant.

(c) Beneficiaries are entitled to full payment of

tuition, room board, book expenses, and nmandatory fees

i ncurred for grade school, high school, and 120 hours of

undergraduate studies or the nunmber of hours required for a

coll ege or university degree at:

(1) any State sponsored Illinois school or any

institution of higher learning for either full or

part-tine study;

(2) any private school or institution in the State

of Illinois at the rate established by the Conm ssion; or
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(3) any private, parochial, or other school or

institution of learning the beneficiary is enrolled in or

intended to be enrolled in at the rate necessary to

conplete the beneficiary's educati on through the coll eqge

or university level; intent may be inferred from (i) the

enroll nent of brothers, sisters, or other famly menbers

in school and (ii) the education history of the parents

of the student, and there is a presunption that the

beneficiary would have continued in the sane type of

school system through the completion of a college or

uni versity educati on.

(d) Any grant under this Section is subject to the

recipient being a student in good standing and mai ntaining

sati sfactory acadeni c progress. If the recipient fails to be

in good standing or maintain satisfactory acadenic progress,

the benefits under this Section shall be suspended until such

good st andi ng and satisfactory acadenic progress are

achi eved.

(e) The recipient of any grant under this Section shal

be limted to those children described in subsection (a) of

this Section who were dependent on or were having their

education paid by the officer or whose education the officer

was legally responsible for at the time of the death or

disability of the officer.

(f) The benefits under this Section shall expire upon

the child attaining 25 vears of age, unless the benefit

period is extended for good cause for a period of no nore

than 2 vears. In this subsection (f), "good cause" neans

reasons beyond the recipient's control that prevent the

recipient fromconpleting the education within the required

ti ne period.

(g) The benefits of this Section shall be admn ni stered

by and paid out of funds available to the Conm ssion and

shal | accrue to the bona fide applicant wthout the
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requi renent of denonstrating financial need to qualify for

t hose benefits.

(h) Any person who causes the death or disability of an

officer as described in subsection (a) of this Section shal

be civilly liable to the State of Illinois for the

antici pated costs of education grants under this Section.

(i) Cuwvil liability may be inposed wunder this Section

notwithstanding the fact that a crimnal penalty nay be

i mposed for the same conduct of the person.

(1) Any person convicted in crimnal court of a crimnal

violation for the same acts that are the basis for an

education grant under this Section shall be deened to be

civilly liable under subsection (h) of this Section. Any

judgnent entered under this Section is deened to be a form of

child support for the purposes of bankruptcy proceedi ngs.

(k) This Section shall apply to any child of a deceased

or disabled officer who qualifies under this Section for an

educati on grant reqardl ess of the date of death or disability

of the officer.
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