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AN ACT relating to higher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

II'linois Opportunity Schol arship Act.

Section 5. Creation of program The I11inois
Qpportunity Schol arship Programis hereby created under which
schol arships are to be awarded annually, beginning wth the

2002- 2003 academ c year

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act:

"Regul ar under graduate progranf neans an acadeni c program
of study in an institution of higher education at or bel ow
t he baccal aureate level leading to either a certificate,
nursi ng di pl oma, associate's degree, or bachelor's degree.

"Institution of higher education” neans an institution of
hi gher Jlearning as defined in Section 10 of the Hi gher
Educati on Student Assistance Act or an eligible institution
t hat IS accredited by accrediting agencies which are

recogni zed by the United States Secretary of Educati on.

Section 15. Program adm nistration. The I1linois
Qpportunity Schol arship Program shall be adm nistered by the
I1linois Student Assistance Comm ssion, which shall publicize
the availability of scholarships wunder the program Al
applications for scholarships to be awarded under this Act
shall be nmade to the Illinois Student Assistance Conm ssion
in a form prescribed by the Commssion, and shall be
acconpanied by such supporting docunents as the Comm ssion
requires to determne the schol arship eligibility of

appl i cants.
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Section 20. Exclusivity. A recipient of an Illinois
Qpportunity Schol arship may not hold any other scholarship
that is funded by any public funds of the State or awarded
under any other financial assistance program adm nistered by

the Illinois Student Assi stance Conmi ssi on.

Section 25. Scholarship eligibility. Each recipient of
an Illinois Opportunity Schol arship shall

(1) Dbe accept ed for adm ssi on in t he regul ar
under graduate programat an institution of higher education
or be enrolled in a 2-year associate degree programin the
State and in which the course work is acceptable for transfer
credit for an accredited baccalaureate program in an
institution of higher education;

(2) be a resident of the State;

(3) earn a cunulative grade point average after the
first senester of his or her senior year of at least 3.0 on a
4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in core curriculum courses as
calculated and indicated on the recipient's high school
transcript froma high school in this State;

(4) begin his or her education at an institution of
hi gher education wthin one year of conpleting high school
or, failing to do so, provide evidence satisfactory to the
I11inois St udent Assi st ance Comm ssion of extenuating
ci rcunst ances;

(5 be under the age of 22 years at the tinme of
receiving the first year of a scholarship award under this
Act ;

(6) have successfully conpleted a <college preparatory
programin high school

(7) enroll in an institution of higher education as a
full -time student;

(8) have an annual total famly incone of $60,000 or

bel ow;
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(9) accept any other conditions attached to the award,;
and
(10) satisfy any additional «criteria t he I1linois

St udent Assi stance Conm ssion reasonably may establish.

Section 30. Scholarship anmount. A schol arship provided
under the Illinois Opportunity Schol arship Program shall be
equal to the <cost of tuition and mandatory fees for a
full-time undergraduate student at the institution of higher
education at which the scholarship recipient enrolls, not to
exceed the equival ent expense for a full-tinme undergraduate,
in-state st udent at t he Uni versity of Illinois at

Chanpai gn- Urbana, plus a $200 book al | owance.

Section 35. Use of schol ar shi ps. An I11inois
Qpportunity Scholarship my be wused at any institution of
hi gher education or at a hospital diploma school in the State

for training registered nurses, if the curriculumis approved

by the I'llinois Student Assistance Conm ssion.
Section 40. Schol arship termns. Subj ect to t he
provisions of Section 20, each recipient of an Illinois

Qpportunity Scholarship may hold the award for 4 years if the
recipient:

(1) continues to be a resident of the State;

(2) continues to be a full-tinme st udent at an
institution of higher education and takes at |least 12
senmester hours of courses each senester or its equival ent as
determ ned by the Illinois Student Assistance Conm ssion;

(3) wupon conpletion of the recipient's freshman year,
has achi eved a cumnul ati ve grade point average of at |east 3.0
on a 4.0 scale and nmaintains this mninmmcunul ative grade
poi nt average throughout the remainder of the award, or

failing to do so, provides evidence satisfactory to the
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II'linois Student Assistance Comm ssi on of ext enuati ng
ci rcunst ances,

(4) in the judgnment of +the institution of higher
education in which the recipient is enrolled, 1is making
sati sfactory progress toward a degree; and

(5 maintains the standards of the institution of higher
education in which the recipient is enrolled.

Notw thstanding the forgoing provisions of this Section, a
recipient of an Illinois Opportunity Scholarship who is
enrolled in an associ ate degree programof an institution of
hi gher education may hold the award for 3 vyears if the
conditions set forth in paragraphs (1) through (5) of this

Section are net.

Section 45. Report of awards. On or before My 1 of
each vyear, the Illinois Student Assistance Comm ssion shal
send each nenber of the GCeneral Assenbly a list of the
individuals in each legislative district to whomlllinois

Qpportunity Schol arshi ps are awar ded.

Section 50. Paynment of schol arshi ps. Subject to a
separate appropriation made for purposes of this Act,
schol arship awards shall be paid and distributed by the
II'linois Student Assistance Conmm ssion in accordance with
rul es and regul ations that the Conm ssion shall pronulgate to
adm nister the provisions of the I11inois Qpportunity

Schol arshi p Program

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

January 1, 2002.
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