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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court, on April 16,
2002, rendered its decision in Ashcroft v. Free Speech
Coalition, deciding that the Child Pornography Act of 1996 is
overly broad inits ban on sexually explicit imges that
appear to depict mnors, but are not produced using mnors,

al so known as virtual child pornography; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court held that such
speech is neither child pornography nor obscene, and thus a
ban abridges the freedomto engage in a substantial anmount of
| awf ul speech, therefore legitim zing vi rtual child

por nogr aphy; and

WHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court's decision
i npedes prosecutors' ability to prosecute actual child
por nogr aphy cases by creating a defense for child
por nographers that their inmages are conput er - gener at ed,
thereby raising a reasonable doubt as to a perpetrator's

guilt; and

WHEREAS, The Nation and the State of |Illinois have a
conpelling interest in protecting our children; therefore, be

it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the United States Suprene Court to consider the
ability of advanced technology to make it inpossible to
enforce actual child pornography | aws because the Governnent
cannot prove that certain pornographic imges are of real

children; and be it further

RESCLVED, That we urge the United States Suprene Court to
acknowl edge the difficulty in distinguishing between virtual

and actual child pornography and find that there is a
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conpelling interest in banning virtual child pornography to
ensure that prosecutors are able to protect our children from

exploitation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to each

Justice of the United States Suprene Court.
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