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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The National Governors Association has adopted a
transportation policy that calls for Congress to fully fund
the nation's intercity passenger rail systemand to also
devel op federal high-speed and regional rail policies and

prograns; and

WHEREAS, The National Council of State Governnments has
adopted a resolution calling on the U S. governnent to fund a
national intercity passenger rail network and infrastructure
i ncl udi ng connecting |long-distant trains wth high-speed rai

corridors; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Conference of Mayors has
strongly urged President Bush and Congress to develop a
national rail policy that directs greater and sustained
investnment in intercity passenger rail and a stronger federal
commtnment to the nations' intercity rail network as part of
a bal anced, mul ti - nodal , shock-resi st ant, and secure

transportation system and

VWHEREAS, The 1Illinois Minicipal League at it's 85th
Annual Conference adopted a resolution encouraging the
federal government's continued support of passenger rail and

recognizing its inportance to communities such as Quincy,

Maconb, Gal esburg, Kewanee, Princeton, Joliet, Dw ght ,
Ponti ac, Bl oom ngton, Lincoln, Springfield, Carlinville,
Al ton, Homewood, Kankakee, G I man, Rant oul , Chanpai gn

Mat t oon, Ef fingham Centralia, DuQuoin, Carbondale, and

others in Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Several Councils of Governnent in |Illinois,
i ncluding Lake County Muinicipal League, Northwest Mini ci pal
Conf erence, DuPage Mayors and Managers Association, South
Subur ban Mayors and Managers Associ ation, and others have al

endorsed federal funding for the devel opnent and construction
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of a hi gh-speed passenger rail network; and

WHEREAS, The business and | abor community, including the
Chi cagol and Chanber of Commerce, Chicago Federation of Labor,
Busi ness Leaders for Transportation, t he Uni ted
Transportation Uni on, Chi cago Met ropolis 2020, t he
Br ot her hood of Loconot i ve Engi neers, Crain's Chi cago
Busi ness, Bl oom ngton Chanber of Commerce, and numnerous ot her
Busi ness and Labor organizations throughout the nation,
M dwest, and Illinois support federal funding for high-speed

and intercity passenger rail; and

WHEREAS, Several national, regional, and |ocal planning
organi zations and citizens' groups including the National
Association of Railroad Passengers, Nat i onal Corridors
Initiative, Rai | way Progress I nstitute, Busi ness and
Prof essional People in the Public Interest, Sierra ub,
M dwest Interstate Passenger Rail Comm ssion, M dwest High
Speed Rail Coalition, Environmental Law & Policy Center of
t he M dwest, Metropolitan Planning Council, Center for

Nei ghbor hood Technol ogy, Chicagoland Transportation & Air

Quality Comm ssi on, and others throughout the nation,
Mdwest, and Illinois echo simlar support for federal
funding for high-speed and intercity passenger rail; and

WHEREAS, The current federal formula for transportation
funding is heavily skewed towards hi ghways and airports with
less than 1% directed at rail passenger service, creating
hi ghway and airport congestion and perpetuati ng an unbal anced
transportation systemthat is vulnerable to energencies, high

traffic volunmes, and tenporary disruptions; and

WHEREAS, Intercity passenger rail currently serves over
500 communities across the country, provides energy-efficient
mobility, uses 38% | ess energy per passenger mle than travel

by commercial airlines, can reduce congestion which currently
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costs the U. S. econony $100 billion annually, and can further
reduce U.S. dependence on inported foreign oil; now therefore
be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we urge the President and Congress of the United States to

commt to a transportation policy that:

1. preserves a national intercity passenger system that
mai ntains coast-to-coast interconnectivity and serves as a

skel etal framework for high-speed rail corridors;

2. provides a source of predictable, reliable, and
sust ai nabl e funding for national intercity passenger rail and
the construction and operation of high- speed passenger rai

corridors; and

3. charges the U S. Departnent of Transportation or its
desi gnat ed agency to adm ni ster and manage federal passenger
rail funding and oversight functions and work in partnership
with the States' Departnents of Transportation; and be it

further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the
President of the United States, the U S. Secretary of
Transportation, the Federal Railroad Adm nistrator, t he
President of Amrak, the Chair and Ranki ng Menber of the U S.
Senate Commerce, the Science and Transportation Commttee,
the Chair and Ranki ng Menber of the U S. Senate Subconmttee
on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine, the Chair and
Ranki ng Menber of the U S. Senate Appropriations Committee,
the Chair and Ranking Menber of the U S. Appropriations
Subconmm ttee on Transportation, the Chair and Ranking Menber

of the U S. House Transportation & Infrastructure Commttee,
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the Chair and Ranki ng Menber of the U S. House Subconmttee
on Railroads, the Chair and Ranki ng Menber of the U S. House
Appropriations Commttee, the Chair and Ranki ng Menber of the
U.S. House Appropriations Subcommttee on Transportation, and

the nenbers of the U S IIlinois Congressional del egation.
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