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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of this General Assenbly are honored
to menorialize veterans of the United States mlitary from

the State of Illinois; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel Thomas Bur ke Bi shop was born on January
11, 1925 in Gllespie, Illinois to the late Walter L. Bishop

Sr. and Mary Burke Bi shop; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel Thomas Burke Bishop graduated from
Litchfield Community H gh School; he earned his bachelor's
degree from Eastern Illinois University and his master's
degree at Sanganon State University; in addition he attended
the Arny Air Corps Basic Training, On the Line Arny Air Corps
Trai ni ng, USAAC Pre-Flight School, USAAC Navigation School,
Crew Assuagenent, B17 Phase Training, Loran School, Wather
School, US Arny Infantry School, Command and GCeneral Staff
College, United States Arny Logistical Managenent School,

Norwi ch University, and MIlikin University; and

WHEREAS, Col onel Thomas Burke Bishop enlisted in the
United States Arnmy Air Corps on August 13, 1943, and retired
on February 1, 1982; he proudly served his country as a
navigator during Wrld War Il as well as serving during the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts; he was conmm ssioned 2nd
Li eutenant of the United States Arny Air Corps on Decenber 9,
1944 at the age of nineteen and was pronoted to full Col onel

on Novenber 23, 1966, at the age of 41; and

WHEREAS, During his career in the United States Arny,
Col onel Thomas Burke Bishop commnded Hv Mrt Co, 130th
Infantry Reginent, 44th Infantry Division upon entry on
Federal Active Duty fromLitchfield, Illinois on February 15,
1952; Colonel Bishop is one of only two nmen to have ever
taken a Conpany into Federal Service from Litchfield,

IIlinois; he also served as Conpany Comrander and S-3, Pl ans
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and Operations of the 223rd Infantry Reginent in conbat in
Korea, Heart Break Ridge, No Nane Ri dge, Punch Bow, Inji,
and Kumwa; in addition, he served as chairman of the United
States Property and Fiscal Oficers, NG, and at the Pentagon
and was established as the First Commandant of the Illinois

O ficer Candi date School ; and

WHEREAS, Col onel Thomas Bur ke Bi shop has been affiliated
with several organizations, including as a 50 year nenber of
AF&AM #236 in Litchfield, a 32nd Degree Mason at the Valley
of Springfield, Illinois, a nmenber of the Ansar Shrine, a 50
year menber of the Anerican Legion Post #436, a life nenber
of the Retired Oficer Association; and he served as a past
menber of the VFW the El ks Lodge, Oakcreat Country C ub, and
Scott AFB O ficers O ub; and

WHEREAS, During his outstanding career with the United
States Arny, Colonel Thomas Burke Bi shop earned many awards
and comrendations, including the Legion of Merit, the Conbat
Infantryman's Badge, the Aerial Navigation Wngs, the Eagle
Award, the WNI Victory Medal, the Arny Commendation Medal
the United Nations Service Medal, the National Defense
Service Medal, the 1Illinois Mlitary Medal of Merit, the
II'linois Active Duty Ribbon, the Bronze Star Medal, the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Korean Presidential Unit
Citation, the Anmerican Canpaign Medal, the Good Conduct
Medal , the Arned Forces Medal, the Korean Service Medal, the
Virgin Islands Meritorious Service Medal, and the Illinois

Long and Honorabl e Service Ribbon; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that the Litchfield Arnory be
re-named in honor of Colonel Thomas Burke Bi shop who had
served the United States Arny, the citizens of Illinois, and

the city of Litchfield, Illinois with great distinction and
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courage; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Colonel Thomas Burke Bi shop as an

expression of our esteem
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