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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The General Assenbly supports a newbor n
screening program that tests for certain inborn disorders
that can result in early nortality or a lifelong disability

if left undetected; and

WHEREAS, These detectable disorders include netabolic
di sorders, hematol ogi c disorders, and endocrinopathies that
account for approximately 3,000 new cases of potentially
fatal or debilitating di seases each year for which outcones
are inproved with early identification and treatnent through

newborn screeni ng systens; and

VWHEREAS, A recent national report released in August 2000
by the federal Health Resources and Services Admnistration
and the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics found that state
newborn screening systens need to be both nodernized and

st andar di zed; and

WHEREAS, Every state requires newborns be tested for
phenyl ket onuri a (PKU) and hypot hyroidism but state screening
prograns may test anywhere fromthe required 2 diseases up to

a total of 35 diseases; and

VWHEREAS, The devel opnent of new technology known as
tandem mass spectronetry allows infants to be tested for 30

di seases or nore at a cost of $25 or |less; and

WHEREAS, The District of Colunbia, Mine, Missachusetts,
North Carolina, Rhode Island, and Wsconsin all currently
utilize tandem nmass spectronetry in their state newborn

screeni ng prograns; and

WHEREAS, Illinois <currently requires screening for 6
di sorders, including biotinidase defi ci ency, congeni t al
adrenal hyperpl asia, congenital hypothyroidism galactosem a,

phenyl ket onuria (PKU), and sickle cell disease; and
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WHEREAS, II'linois recently purchased 2 tandem nass
spectroneters and is currently conducting pilot studies,
while the Genetic and Metabolic Di seases Advisory Commttee
is working on developing followup recomendations for
expanding the State's Newborn Screening Program therefore,

be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREI N, that we urge the Director of Public
Heal th and the Adm nistrator of the Newborn Screening Program
to take appropriate action in dissemnating information to
the parents and famly nmenbers of newborns regarding all of
the inborn disorders that may be detected through newborn

screening; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this information shall include details
regarding the synptons of each di sorder, t he heal t h
inplications if these disorders are left untreated, and the
treatnment that is available for each of these disorders; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly comends the Illinois
Department of Public Health for its Newborn Screeni ng Program
and encourages the Departnent to continue with the tandem

mass spectronetry pilot studies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the CGeneral Assenbly urges the Cenetic and
Met abolic Diseases Advi sory Comm ttee to gi ve ful
consideration to expanding the |list of disorders included
under the State's Newborn Screening Program and be it

further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
delivered to the Director of Public Health, the Adm nistrator
of the Newborn Screening Program and the nenbers of the

Genetic and Metabolic D seases Advisory Comm ttee.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


