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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON
CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that there shall be submtted to
the electors of the State for adoption or rejection at the
general election next occurring at |least 6 nonths after the
adoption of this resolution a proposition to anmend Sections 2

and 5 of Article IV of the Illinois Constitution:

ARTI CLE IV
THE LEG SLATURE

(ILCON Art. 1V, Sec. 2)
SECTI ON 2. LEQG SLATI VE COVPOSI Tl ON
(a) One Senator shall be elected from each Legislative

District. Senators elected in 2004 shall first serve terns of

siXx vears and then terns of two years. Senators elected in

2006 shall serve six-year terns. Imediately followng each

decennial redistricting, the General Assenbly by | aw shal
divide the Legislative Districts as equally as possible into

two three groups. During each ten-year period, beginning

with the general election in 2012, Senators from one group

shall be elected for terns of six years and then for terns of

four vyears feour--years;--four-years-and-two-years;:-Senators

fromthe-second- group; -for-terns-of -four-years;-two-years-and

four-years: and Senators fromthe other third group shal

first be elected; for ternms of twe-years; four years and then

for terns  of six feur years. The Legislative Districts in

each group shall be distributed substantially equally over
the State.

(b) Each Legislative District shall be divided into two
Representative Districts. n--1982- - and- - every--two--years

thereafter One Representative shall be elected from each
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Representati ve District for---a---tefrm--of---two--years.

Representatives elected in 2004 and 2008 shall serve terns of

four vyears. Duri ng each ten-year period, beginning with the

gener al election in 2012, Representatives shall first be

elected for terns of four years, then for terns of two years,

and then for terns of four years.

(c) To be eligible to serve as a nenber of the GCeneral
Assenbly, a person must be a United States citizen, at |east
21 years old, and for the two years preceding his election or
appointnent a resident of the district which he is to
represent. In the general election following a redistricting,
a candidate for the General Assenbly may be elected from any
district which contains a part of the district in which he
resided at the tinme of the redistricting and reelected if a
resident of the new district he represents for 18 nonths
prior to reelection.

(d) Wthin thirty days after a vacancy occurs, it shal
be filled by appointnent as provided by law. If the vacancy

is in a Senatorial or Representative office with nore than

twenty-eight nonths remaining in the term the appointed

Senator or Representative shall serve until the next genera

election, at which tine a Senator or Representative shall be

elected to serve for the remainder of the term I|If the

vacancy is in any other Senatorial or a Representative office

of -+ A- any- ot her - Senatortal -offiee, the appointnent shall be
for the remainder of the term An appointee to fill a vacancy
shall be a nmenber of the sanme political party as the person

he succeeds.

(e) No nmenber of the General Assenbly shall receive
conpensation as a public officer or enployee fromany other
governmental entity for tinme during which he is in attendance
as a nenber of the General Assenbly.

No nmenber of the General Assenbly during the term for

which he was elected or appointed shall be appointed to a
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public office which shall have been created or t he
conpensation for which shall have been increased by the
General Assenbly during that term

(Source: Anendnent adopted at general election Novenber 4,

1980.)

(ILCON Art. 1V, Sec. 5)
SECTI ON 5. SESSI ONS

(a) The General Assenbly shall convene each year on the
second Wednesday of January. The General Assenbly shall be a

conti nuous body for a period beginning and ending at noon on

the second Wednesday of January of consecutive odd-nunbered

years. durtng-the-termfor-whieh--nenpbers--of--the--House- - of
Representatives- are- el ect ed-

(b) The Governor may convene the General Assenbly or the
Senate al one in special session by a proclamation stating the
pur pose of the session; and only business enconpassed by such
purpose, together wth any inpeachnents or confirnmation of
appoi ntnents shall be transacted. Special sessions of the
General Assenbly may al so be convened by joint proclamation
of the presiding officers of both houses, issued as provided
by | aw.

(c) Sessions of each house of the General Assenbly and
nmeetings of commttees, joint commttees and |legislative
comm ssions shall be open to the public. Sessions and
commttee neetings of a house nay be closed to the public if
two-thirds of the nmenbers elected to that house determ ne
that the public interest so requires; and neetings of joint
commttees and |l egislative commssions may be so closed if

two-thirds of the nenbers el ected to each house so determ ne.

(Source: Illinois Constitution.)

SCHEDULE

This Constitutional Amendnent takes effect on January 1,
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2003 and applies to the election of nmenbers of the GCeneral

Assenbl y

in

2004 and

thereafter.

It does not affect the

terns of nenbers elected in 2000 or 2002.
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