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AN ACT concerni ng hi gher education student assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Optonetric Education Schol arship Act.

Section 5. Legislative finding and decl aration of
policy. The GCeneral Assenbly finds and declares that the
provi sion of graduate education |leading to a doctoral degree
in optonmetry for persons of this State who desire such an
education is inportant to the health and welfare of this
State and Nation and consequently 1is an inportant public
purpose. Many qualified potential optonetrists are deterred
by financial considerations from pursuing their optonetric
education with consequent irreparable loss to the State and
Nation of talents vital to health and welfare. A program of
schol arshi ps, repaynent of which may be excused iif the
i ndi vidual practices professional optonetry in this State,
wi Il enable such individuals to attend qualified public or

private institutions of their choice in the State.

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act, the follow ng
terms have the foll owm ng nmeani ngs, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se:

"Academ c year" neans the period of tinme from Septenber 1
of one year through August 31 of the next year.

"Approved institution"” neans a public or private college
of optonetry located in this State and approved by the
Depart ment of Professional Regul ation.

"Department” nmeans the Department of Public Health.

"Enrol Il ment"” neans the establishnent and nai ntenance of

an i ndi vidual's st at us as a student in an approved
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institution, regardless of the terns used at the institution

to descri be such status.

Section 15. Functions of Departnent.

(a) The Departnent shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Prepare and supervise the issuance of public
i nformati on about the provisions of this Act.

(2) Prescribe the formand regulate the subm ssion
of applications for schol arshi ps under this Act.

(3) Determne the eligibility of applicants.

(4) Award the appropriate schol arshi ps.

(5) Prescribe t he contracts or ot her
acknow edgenents of scholarship assistance t hat an
applicant is required to execute.

(6) Determ ne whether all or any part of an
applicant's schol arship needs to be nonetarily repaid or
has been excused from repaynent and the extent of any
repaynent or excused repaynent.

(b) The Departnent may require a scholarship recipient
to reinburse the State for expenses, including but not
l[imted to attorney's fees, incurred by the Departnent or
other agent of the State for a successful |egal action
against the recipient for a breach of any provision of the
schol arshi p contract.

(c) The Departnent is authorized to nmake all necessary
and proper rules, not inconsistent with this Act, for the
efficient exercise of the Departnent's functions under this

Act .

Section 20. Optonetric education schol arshi ps.

(a) The Departnment shall establish and admnister a
schol arship program under this Act. Beginning wth the
2003- 2004 academ c year, 10 schol arships shall be provided

each year to qualified applicants who are enrolled in an
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approved institution awar di ng a doctorate degree in
optonetry. Two of these schol arshi ps each shall be awarded to
first year, second year, third year, and fourth year
students. The remaining 2 scholarships shall be awarded to
any |level of student. The Departnent, 1in accordance wth
rules adopted by the Departnent for this program shal
provi de funding for the schol arships through appropriations
from the Optonetric Licensing and Disciplinary Board Fund.
Unl ess ot herw se indicated, these schol arships shall be good
for a period of one year.

(b) The Departnent shall designate each year's new
schol arship recipients from anong those applicants who
qualify for consideration by showing all of the follow ng:

(1) That he or she has been a resident of this
State for at |east one year prior to application and is a
citizen or a lawful permanent resident alien of the
United States.

(2) Proof of enrollnment or acceptance for adm ssion
to an approved institution.

(3) That he or she agrees to serve as an
optonetrist in this State in accordance wth Section 25
of this Act.

If in any year the nunber of qualified applicants exceeds
t he nunber of scholarships to be awarded, the Departnent
shall give priority in awarding schol arships to students in
financial need. In determning the financial need of the
applicant, the Departnent shall consider factors such as the
applicant's famly incone, the size of the applicant's famly
and the nunber of other children in the applicant's famly
attending college, and whether the applicant is the head of

t he househol d.

Section 25. Optonetric requirenments for schol arship

reci pi ents.
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(a) Any person who received a schol arshi p under Section
20 of this Act nust, during the 7-year period imrediately
follow ng his or her graduation froman approved institution,
be enployed in this State as a |icensed optonetrist under the
I[I'linois Optonetric Practice Act of 1987, for at |east one
year for each year of full-time scholarship assistance
received. If the recipient spends up to 4 years in mlitary
service after he or she graduates, the period of mlitary
service shall be excluded fromthe conputation of that 7-year
period. Arecipient who is enrolled in a residency program
followng graduation at an approved institution shall have
the period of residency study excluded from the conputation
of the 7-year period. Calendar years of required enpl oynent
shal | be proportionally increased if enploynent is less than
40 hours per week.

(b) Any person who fails to fulfill the optonetric
enpl oynment requirenment shall pay to the Departnent an anount
equal to the anmount of schol arship funds received per year
for each wunfulfilled year of the optonetric enploynent
requi renent, together with interest at 7% per year on the
unpaid balance. Al repaynents nust be conpleted within 6
years from the date of the occurrence initiating t he
repaynent. This obligation to repay, however, does not apply
if the failure to fulfill t he optonetric enpl oynent
requirenent results frominvoluntarily | eaving the profession
due to the scholarship recipient's death, disability, or
i nconpetency, as adjudicated by a court. No claim for
repaynent may be filed against the estate of such a decedent
or inconpetent.

(c) Each person applying for a scholarship shall be
provided with a copy of this Section at the time he or she

applies for the schol arship assi stance.

Section 30. Amount of schol arships. A schol arship shal
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be for $ 5,000 per year for tuition and fees. The applicant
may recei ve a scholarship for 4 academc years. The
Departnent may provide that scholarships shall be on a
gquarterly or sem -annual basis and shall be contingent upon
the applicant's diligently pursuing studies and being a

student in good standing.

Section 35. Advisory board. The 1Illinois Optonetric
Li censi ng and D sciplinary Board of the Departnent of
Prof essional Regulation shall assi st and advi se t he

Departnent in the adm nistration of this Act.

Section 40. Student enrol Il ment and obligations of
i nstitutions.

(a) An approved institution is free to accept a
schol arship applicant in conpliance wwth the institution's
own adm ssions requirenents, standards, and policies. The
Departnent shall disburse any schol arship anmount for tuition
and fees to the approved institution directly for the paynent
of tuition and other necessary fees or for credit against the
student's obligation for such tuition and fees. Upon
accept ance of t he schol arship anount , the approved
institution shall be contractually obligated (i) to provide
facilities and instruction to the scholarship recipient on
the sane terns as to other students generally and (ii) to
provi de the notices and information described in this
Secti on.

(b) If, in the course of any academ c period, a student
enrolled in an approved institution pursuant to a schol arship
recei ved under this Act ceases for any reason to be a student
in good standing, the institution shall pronptly give witten
notice to the Departnent concerning the change of status and
the reason for the change of status.

(c) A student to whoma renewal scholarship has been
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awarded may either re-enroll in the institution that he or
she attended during the preceding year or enroll in any other
approved institution. 1In either event, the institution

accepting the student for such enrollnent or re-enroll nent

shall notify the Departnent of the acceptance.
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