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AN ACT concerni ng technol ogy.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Elimnate the D gital Divide Lawis

anended by changi ng Section 5-3 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 780/ 5-3)
Sec. 5-3. Statenent of | egi sl ative findi ngs and

pur poses. The General Assenbly finds that the growmh of high

technology industry, including conputers, the Internet, and
advanced telecommunications, has created a division in
soci ety. Those persons who are able to master the tools of

the new digital technol ogy and have access to the technol ogy
have benefited in t he form of inproved enploynment
possibilities and a higher standard of life. Those who are
unfamliar wth the new technol ogies, or do not have access
to them are increasingly constrained to marginal enploynment
and a standard of living near the poverty |evel. Thi s
"digital divide" parallels existing economc, racial, and
gender divisions in society, with the nore privileged nenbers
of society having much greater opportunity to benefit from
the new technologies than those who are |I|ess favorably
situated. It is the purpose of this Law to establish
educational and econom c developnent initiatives that wll
bridge the digital divide, making possible a society in which
all individuals can benefit fromthe opportunities provided
by the new t echnol ogi es.

(Source: P.A 91-704, eff. 7-1-00.)
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