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AN ACT concerning civil procedure.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Code of Cvil Procedure is anended by

changi ng Section 2-201 as foll ows:

(735 ILCS 5/2-201) (from Ch. 110, par. 2-201)

Sec. 2-201. Commencenent of actions - Forns of process.
(a) Every action, unless otherwise expressly provided by
statute, shall be commenced by the filing of a conplaint. The
clerk shall issue summons upon request of the plaintiff. The
form and substance of the sumobns, and of all other process,
and the issuance of alias process, and the service of copies
of pleadings shall be according to rules.

(b) ©One or nore duplicate original sumobnses my be
issued, marked "First Duplicate,” "Second Duplicate," etc.,
as the case may be, whenever it wll facilitate the service
of sumons in any one or nore counties, including the county
of venue.

(c) VWiver of service.

(1) A defendant who waives service of a summons

does not thereby wai ve any objection to the venue or to

the jurisdiction of the court over the person of the

def endant .
(2) An i ndi vi dual |, part ner, part nership,
associ ation, voluntary uni ncor por at ed associ ation, or

corporation that receives notice of an action in the

manner provided in this subsection (c¢) has a duty to

avoi d unnecessary costs of serving the sumobns. To avoid

costs, the plaintiff nay notify such a defendant of the

commencenent of the action and request that the defendant

wai ve service of a sumons. The notice and request:
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(A shall be in witing and shall be addressed

directly to the defendant, if an individual, or else

to an officer or nmnagi ng or general agent (or other

agent authorized by appointnment or |law to receive

service of process) of a corporation, association,

or voluntary uni ncorporated associ ati on;

(B) shall be dispatched through first-class

mai | or other reliable neans;

(© shall be accompanied by a copy of the

conplaint and shall identify the court in which it

has been fil ed;

(D) shall inform the def endant of t he

conseqguences of conpliance and of a failure to

conply with the request;

(E) shall set forth the date on which request

(F) shall allow the defendant a reasonable

tine to return the waiver, which shall be at |east

30 days fromthe date on which the request is sent,

or 60 days from that date if the defendant is

addressed outside the State of Illinois; and

(G shall provi de the defendant with an extra

copy of the notice and request, as well as a prepaid

means of conpliance in witing.

If a defendant |l ocated within the United States fails to

conply with a request for waiver made by a plaintiff, the

court shall i npose the costs subsequently incurred in

effecting service on the defendant unl ess good cause for

the failure be shown.

(3) A defendant that, before being served with

process, tinely returns a waiver so requested is not

required to serve an answer to the conplaint until 60

days after the date on which the request for waiver of

service was sent, or 90 days after that date if the
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def endant was addressed outside the United States.

(4) Wien the plaintiff files a waiver of service

with the court, the action shall proceed, except as

provided in paragraph (3), as if a summobns and conpl ai nt

had been served at the tine of filing the waiver, and no

proof of service shall be required.

(5) The costs to be inposed on a defendant under

paragraph (2) for failure to conply with a request to

wai ve service of a sumons shall include the costs

subsequently incurred in effecting service under this

Part 2, together with the costs, including a reasonable

attorney's fee, of any notion required to collect the

costs of service.

(Source: P.A 82-280.)
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