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AN ACT concerning agricul ture.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Sustainable Agriculture Act is anmended by

changi ng Sections 2 and 5 as foll ows:

(505 ILCS 135/2) (fromCh. 5, par. 2652)

Sec. 2. Fi ndi ngs. It is the intent of this Act to
provide for funding of the developnental research program
that serves production agriculture in Illinois. Illinois is
bl essed wth some of the richest agricultural soils and the
nost favorable agricultural climate of any land area in the
world of simlar Si ze. An econom cal ly conpetitive
production agriculture in Illinois is essential to sustaining
IIlinois farnmers plus a vast infrastructure of the State's
i nput, processing, distribution and marketing industries and
financial institutions and provides the econom c base for
many rural communities and nunicipalities.

Production agriculture in Illinois faces rapidly grow ng

conpetition for international markets, for which the basis of

conpetition is cost of production. In order to conpete
effectively, agricultural producers in Illinois nust be the
early and nost effective adapters of new

productivity-enhancing, cost-cutting and quality-inproving
t echnol ogy.

In addition, in order to sustain a high Ilevel of
agricultural production into the twenty-first century and
beyond, it 1is critical to determ ne the optimum nethods for
production agriculture which result in the best return for
the farmand best preserves the environnent and the farnm and
of I'llinois.

The Illinois Agricultural Experinent Station's Ofice of
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Research and freseareh farm system are s essential to

conducting research that tests and conpares prom sing new

agricultural practices and products, selecting those that are

nmost appropriate for Illinois, tailoring themto the specific
agricul tural condi tions of I11inois and generating
information that helps Illinois farners assenble theminto
effective farmng systens, t hus achi evi ng conpetitive
advantages for Illinois.

Tremendous nunbers of new practices and products are
becom ng avail abl e because of increased public and private
research around the world, and this rate of devel opment w ||
increase in the future, requiring a much stronger and nore
sophi sticated adaptive research program Research conducted
in the research farmsystempermts Illinois to capture the
econom c benefits of worldw de agricultural research and
product devel opnent.

The State's investnent in wutilization and marketing
research will have little benefit for the present and future
of I11inois unless Illinois farnmers are the | ow cost
producers of the raw materials for new food and non-food
uses, use production nethods which preserve the farnm and and
guarantee future productivity, and enploy sone of t he
utilization and mar ket i ng t echnol ogi es which can be
inplenented on Illinois farnms as efficient producti on
practices.

(Source: P.A 86-1022.)

(505 ILCS 135/5) (from Ch. 5, par. 2655)

Sec. 5. There IS hereby created the Sustainable
Agriculture Commttee which shall consist of 7 nenbers as
fol | ows: one nenber representing and appointed by the
Gover nor; one nenber representing and appointed by the Board
of Hi gher Education; one nenber representing and appoi nted by

the Departnment of Agriculture; and 4 nmenbers appointed by the
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Departnent of Agriculture who are farners actively invol ved
in production agriculture. Menbers of the Commttee shall be
appointed for a termof 5 years.

It is the duty of the Commttee to seek sources of
funding for projects described in Section 4. These sources
may be private or public, or federal, State, or local, or
designated for agricultural, environnental, or other rel ated

purposes. The Conmttee shall act in an advisory capacity to

the Departnment of Agriculture in programadm nistration and

fundi ng recommendati ons.

The Departnent of Agriculture may accept funds from any
public or private source for the purposes specified in
Section 3. Funds received shall be deposited into the State
treasury into a State trust fund to be held by the Treasurer
as ex-officio custodian and subject to the Conptroller --
Treasurer, voucher -- warrant system Such funds shall be
used by the Departnent only for the purposes specified in
Section 3.

(Source: P.A 86-1022; 87-998.)

(505 ILCS 135/6 rep.) (fromCh. 5, par. 2656)
Section 10. The Sustainable Agriculture Act is anmended

by repealing Section 6.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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