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AN ACT concerning the regul ati on of professions.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Plunmbing License Law is anmended
by changing Sections 1, 2, 3, 8, 20, and 29.5 and by adding

Section 13.1 as foll ows:

(225 ILCS 320/1) (from Ch. 111, par. 1101)

Sec. 1. Purpose. It has been established by scientific
evi dence that inproper pl unmbi ng can resul t in t he
introduction of pathogenic organisns into the potable water
supply, result in the wescape of toxic gases into the
environment, and result in potentially Ilethal disease and
epidemc. It is further found that mninum nunbers of
plunmbing facilities and fixtures are necessary for the
confort and convenience of workers and persons in public
pl aces.

Consistent with its duty to safeguard the health of the
people of this State, the CGeneral Assenbly therefore declares
that the regulation of plunbing and the plunbing trade is

necessary for the protection of t he public heal t h,

conveni ence, and welfare. The General Assenbly therefore

decl ares that individuals who plan, inspect, install, alter,
ext end, repair and maintain plunbing systens shall be
i ndi vidual s of proven skill. Further, the General Assenbly

declares that a guide for the mninmumcontrol and nunber of
pl unbing materials and fixtures, the design of plunbing
systens, and the construction and installation nmethods of
pl unbi ng systens is essential for the protection of public
heal th and conveni ence. In order to insure plunbing skill and
to authoritatively establish what shall be good pl unbing

practice, this Act provides for the |licensing of plunbers and
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regi stration of plunbing contractors and for the pronul gation

of a M nimum Pl unbi ng Code of standards by the Departnent.:;
This Act is therefore declared to be essential to the public
i nterest.

(Source: P.A 87-885.)

(225 ILCS 320/2) (from Ch. 111, par. 1102)

Sec. 2. Wen used in this Act:

"Agent" nmeans a person designated by a sponsor as
responsi bl e for supervision of an apprentice plunber and who
is also an Illinois |icensed plunber.

"Apprentice plunber” neans any |icensed person who is
| earni ng and perform ng plunbing under the supervision of a
sponsor or his agent in accordance wth the provisions of
this Act.

"Approved apprenticeship progrant neans an apprenticeship
program approved by the U S. Departnment of Labor's Bureau of
Apprenticeship and Training and the Departnent under rules.

"Board" means the Illinois State Board of Plunbing
Exam ners.

"Building drain" neans that part of the | owest horizontal
pi ping of a drainage systemthat receives the discharge from
soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of a
bui Il ding and conveys it to 5 feet beyond the foundation walls
where it is connected to the building sewer.

"Bui l ding sewer" neans that part of the horizontal piping
of a drainage system that extends from the end of the
bui l di ng drain, receives the discharge of the building drain

and conveys it to a public sewer or private sewage di sposa

system

"Department” nmeans the |Illinois Departnment of Public
Heal t h.

"Director” neans the Director of the Illinois Departnent

of Public Health.
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"Governmental unit" means a city, village, incorporated
town, county, or sanitary or water district.

“Irrigation contractor” nmeans a person who installs or
supervises the installation of Iawn sprinkler systens subject
to Section 2.5 of this Act, other than a |icensed plunber or
a licensed apprentice plunber.

"Lawn sprinkler systenmt neans any underground irrigation
system of |awn, shrubbery and other vegetation from any
pot abl e wat er sources; and from any water sources, whether or
not potable, in: (1) any county wth a population of
3,000,000 or nore; (ii) any county wth a population of
275,000 or nore which is contiguous in whole or in part to a
county with a popul ation of 3,000,000 or nore; and (iii) any
county with a population of 37,000 or nore but |ess than
150,000 which is contiguous to 2 or nore counties wth
respective popul ations in excess of 275,000. "Lawn sprinkler
systen includes without limtation the water supply piping,
val ves, and sprinkler heads or other irrigation outlets, but
does not include the backflow prevention device. "Lawn
sprinkler system does not include an irrigation system used
primarily for agricultural purposes.

"Person" neans any natural person, firm corporation,
partnership, or association.

"Plunber” neans any |icensed person authorized to perform
pl unbi ng as defined in this Act, but does not include retired
pl unbers as defined in this Act.

"Plunmbi ng" neans the act ual instal l ation, repair,
mai nt enance, alteration or extension of a plunbing system by
any person.

"Plunmbi ng"” includes all piping, fixtures, appurtenances
and appliances for a supply of water for all purposes,
including without Ilimtation lawn sprinkler systens and
backfl ow prevention devices connected to Iawn sprinkler

systens, fromthe source of a private water supply on the
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prem ses or fromthe main in the street, alley or at the curb
to, wthin and about any building or buildings where a person
or persons live, work or assenbl e.

"Plunmbi ng" includes all piping, fromdischarge of punping
units to and including pressure tanks in water supply
syst ens.

"Plunmbi ng” includes all piping, fixtures, appurtenances,
and appliances for a building drain and a sanitary drainage
and related ventilation systemof any building or buildings
where a person or persons live, work or assenble from the
point of connection of such building drain to the building
sewer or private sewage di sposal system 5 feet beyond the
foundati on wal | s.

"Pl unbi ng" does not nean or include the trade of
drain-laying, the trade of drilling water wells whi ch
constitute the sources of private water supplies, and of
maki ng connecti ons between such wells and punping units in
the water supply systens of buil dings served by such private
wat er supplies, or the business of installing water softening
equi pnent and of maintaining and servicing the sane, or the
business of manufacturing or selling plunbing fixtures,
appl i ances, equi pnent or hardware, or to the installation and
servicing of electrical equipnent sold by a not-for-profit
corporation providing electrification on a cooperative basis,
that either on or before January 1, 1971, is or has been
financed in whole or in part wunder the federal Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 and the Acts anendatory thereof
and supplenentary thereto, to its nenbers for use on farns
owned by individuals or operated by individuals, nor does it
mean or include mnor repairs which do not require changes in
the piping to or from plunbing fixtures or involve the
removal , replacenent, installation or re-installation of any
pi pe or plunmbing fixtures. Plunbing does not include the

installation, repair, maintenance, alteration or extension of
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bui | di ng sewers.

"Plunbing contractor" neans any person who perforns

plunbing, as defined in this Act, for another person.

"Plunbi ng contractor”" shall not include |licensed plunbers and

licensed apprentice plunbers who either are enployed by

persons engaged in the plunbing business or are enployed by

another person for the performance of plunbing solely for

that other person, including, but not limted to, a hospital,

uni versity, or business numi ntenance staff.

"Plunmbing fixtures"” nmeans installed receptacles, devices
or appliances that are supplied with water or that receive or
discharge liquids or |liquid borne wastes, with or w thout
di scharge into the drai nage systemwth which they my be
directly or indirectly connect ed.

"Plunbi ng systent neans the water service, water supply
and distribution pipes; plunbing fixtures and traps; soil,
waste and vent pipes; building drains; including their
respecti ve connections, devices and appurtenances.

"Plumbing systent does not include building sewers as
defined in this Act.

"Retired plunber"” neans any licensed plunber in good
standing who neets the requirenents of this Act and the
requi renents prescribed by Departnment rule to be |icensed as
a retired plunber and voluntarily surrenders his plunber's
license to the Departnment, in exchange for a retired
plunber's license. Retired plunbers cannot perform plunbing
as defined in this Act, cannot sponsor or supervi se
apprentice plunbers, and cannot inspect plunbing under this
Act. Aretired plunber cannot fulfill the requirements of
subsection (3) of Section 3 of this Act.

"Supervision" wth respect to first and second year
| icensed apprentice plunbers neans that such apprentices nust
performall designing and planning of plunbing systens and

all plunmbing as defined in this Act under the direct personal
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supervi sion of the sponsor or his or her agent who nust al so
be an Illinois licensed plunber, except for maintenance and
repair work on existing plunbing systens done by second year
apprentice plunbers; provided that before performng any
mai nt enance and repair work w thout such supervision, such
apprentice has received the m ni mum nunber of hours of annual
classroom instruction recommended by the United St at es
Departnment of Labor's Bureau of Apprenticeship and Trai ni ng
for apprentice plunbers in a Bureau of Apprenticeship and
Trai ning approved plunber apprenticeship program or its
equi val ent . " Super vi si on" W th respect to all other
apprentice plunbers neans that, except for rmaintenance and
repair work on existing plunmbing systens, any pl unbing done
by such apprentices nmust be inspected daily, after initial
rough-in and after conpletion by the sponsor or his or her
agent who is also an Illinois licensed plunber. In addition,
all repair and mai nt enance work done by a |icensed apprentice
pl unber on an existing plunbing system nmust be approved by
the sponsor or his or her agent who is also an Illinois
I i censed pl unber.

"Sponsor" is an Illinois |icensed plunber or an approved
apprenticeship programthat has accepted an individual as an
II'linois Ilicensed apprentice plunber for education and
training in the field of plunbing and whose name and |icense
nunber or apprenticeshi p program nunber shall appear on the
i ndividual's application for an apprentice plunber's |icense.

"Sponsored"” neans that each Illinois |icensed apprentice
pl unber has been accepted by an Illinois licensed plunber or
an approved apprenticeship program for apprenticeship
trai ni ng.

"Tel ecommuni cations carrier” means a tel econmunications
carrier as defined in the Public Uilities Act.

(Source: P.A 91-184, eff. 1-1-00; 91-678, eff. 1-26-00.)
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(225 I'LCS 320/3) (from Ch. 111, par. 1103)

Sec. 3. (1) Al planning and designing of plunbing
systens and all plunbing shall be perforned only by plunbers
licensed wunder the provisions of this Act hereinafter called
"I'i censed plunbers” and "licensed apprentice plunbers”. The

i nspection of plunbing and plunbing systens shall be done

only by the sponsor or his or her agent who shall be an
II'linois I|icensed plunber. Not hi ng herein contai ned shal

prohi bit licensed plunbers or |icensed apprentice plunbers
under supervision from planning, designing, inspecting,

installing, repairing, maintaining, altering or extending
building sewers in accordance with this Act. No person who
holds a license or certificate of registration wunder the
II'linois Architecture Practice Act of 1989, or the Structural
Engi neeri ng Practice Act of 1989, or the Professional
Engi neering Practice Act of 1989 shall be prevented from
pl anni ng and desi gni ng pl unbi ng systens.

(2) Nothing herein contained shall prohibit the owner
occupant or | essee occupant of a single famly residence, or
the owner of a single famly residence under construction for
his or her occupancy, fromplanning, installing, altering or
repairing the plunbing system of such residence, provided
t hat (i) such plunmbing shall conmply wth the mninmm
standards for plunbing contained in the Illinois State
Pl unmbi ng Code, and shall be subject to inspection by the
Department or the Ilocal governnmental unit if it retains a
i censed plunber as an inspector; and (ii) such owner, owner
occupant or |essee occupant shall not enploy other than a
pl unber licensed pursuant to this Act to assist himor her.

For purposes of this subsection, a person shall be
considered an "occupant” if and only if he or she has taken
possession of and is living in the premses as his or her
bona fide sole and exclusive residence, or, in the case of

an owner of a single famly residence under construction for
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his or her occupancy, he or she expects to take possession of
and live in the premses as his or her bona fide sole and
excl usi ve residence, and he or she has a current intention to
l[ive in such premses as his or her bona fide sole and
exclusive residence for a period of not |ess than 6 nonths
after the conpletion of the plunbing work performed pursuant
to the authorization of this subsection, or, in the case of
an owner of a single famly residence under construction for
his or her occupancy, for a period of not |less than 6 nonths
after the conpletion of construction of the residence.
Failure to possess and live in the premses as a sole and
exclusive residence for a period of 6 nonths or nore shal
create a rebuttable presunption of a |ack of such intention.
(3) The enployees of a firm association, partnership or
corporation who engage in plunbing shall be |licensed plunbers
or licensed apprentice plunbers. At |east one nenber of every
firm association or partnership engaged in plunbing work,
and at Ileast one corporate officer of every corporation
engaged in plunbing work, as the case may be, shall be a
licensed plunmber. A retired plunber cannot fulfill the

requirenents of this subsection (3). Plunbing contractors

are also required to be registered pursuant to the provisions

of this Act.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of this subsection (3), it
shall be lawful for an irrigation contractor registered under
Section 2.5 of this Act to enploy or contract wth one or
more licensed plunbers in connection with work on |awn
sprinkler systens pursuant to Section 2.5 of this Act.

(4) (a) A licensed apprentice plunber shall plan, design

and install plunmbing only under the supervision of the

sponsor or his or her agent who is also an Illinois

I i censed pl unber.

(b) An applicant for licensing as an apprentice

pl unber shall be at |east 16 years of age and apply on
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the application formprovided by the Departnent. Such

application shall verify that the applicant is sponsored

by an Illinois |I|icensed pl unber or an approved
apprenticeship program and shall contain the nanme and
license nunber of the licensed plunber or pr ogram
sponsor.

(c) No Ilicensed plunber shall sponsor nore than 2
licensed apprentice plunbers at the sanme tine. |If 2

licensed apprentice plunbers are sponsored by a plunber
at the sane tine, one of the apprentices nust have, at a
mnimum 2 years experience as a licensed apprentice. No
|icensed plunber sponsor or his or her agent may
supervise 2 licensed apprentices with |ess than 2 years
experience at the same tine. The sponsor or agent shal
supervise and be responsible for the plunbing perforned
by a |licensed apprentice.

(d) No agent shall supervise nore than 2 |icensed
apprentices at the sane tine.

(e) No Ilicensed plunber my, in any capacity,
supervise nore than 2 licensed apprentice plunbers at the
same tine.

(f) No approved apprenticeship program may sponsor
nmore licensed apprentices than 2 tines the nunber of
licensed plunbers available to supervise those |icensed
apprenti ces.

(g) No approved apprenticeship program my sponsor
nor e i censed apprentices wth less than 2 years
experience than it has licensed plunbers available to
supervi se those |icensed apprentices.

(h) No individual shall wrk as an apprentice
pl unber unless he or she is properly |licensed under this
Act. The Departnment shall issue an apprentice plunber's
license to each approved applicant.

(1) No licensed apprentice plunber shall serve nore
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than a 6 year licensed apprenticeship period. If, upon
conpletion of a 6 year licensed apprenticeship period,
such licensed apprentice plunber does not apply for the

exam nation for a plunber's |icense and successfully pass

the examnation for a plunber's license, his or her

apprentice plunber's |license shall not be renewed.

Not hing contained in P.A 83-878, entitled "An Act in
relation to professions", approved Septenber 26, 1983, was
intended by the General Assenbly nor should it be construed
to require the enpl oyees of a governmental unit or privately
owned nunicipal water supplier who operate, nmaintain or
repair a water or sewer plant facility which is owned or
oper at ed by such governnental wunit or privately owned
muni ci pal water supplier to be licensed plunbers wunder this
Act . In addition, nothing contained in P.A 83-878 was
i ntended by the General Assenbly nor should it be construed
to permt persons other than licensed plunbers to performthe
installation, repair, maintenance or replacenent of plunbing
fixtures, such as toilet facilities, floor drains, showers
and lavatories, and the piping attendant to those fixtures,
within such facility or in the construction of a new
facility.

Not hi ng contained in P. A 83-878, entitled "An Act in
relation to professions", approved Septenber 26, 1983, was
i ntended by the General Assenbly nor should it be construed
to require the enployees of a governnental unit or privately
owned nmunicipal water supplier who install, repair or
maintain water service lines fromwater mains in the street,
alley or curb line to private property lines and who install,
repair or maintain water neters to be |licensed plunbers under
this Act if such work was customarily perforned prior to the
effective date of such Act by enpl oyees of such governnent al
unit or privately owned munici pal water supplier who were not

i censed pl unbers. Any such work which was customarily
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performed prior to the effective date of such Act by persons
who were |icensed plunbers or subcontracted to persons who
were |licensed plunbers must continue to be perfornmed by
persons who are |icensed plunbers or subcontracted to persons
who are |licensed plunbers. Wen necessary wunder this Act,
the Departnent shall rmake the determ nation whether or not
persons who are |icensed plunbers customarily perfornmed such
wor k.

(Source: P.A 91-91, eff. 1-1-00; 91-678, eff. 1-26-00.)

(225 ILCS 320/8) (from Ch. 111, par. 1107)

Sec. 8. The Director shall:

(1) Prepare forns for application for exam nation for a
pl unber's |icense.

(2) Prepare and issue licenses as provided in this Act.

(3) Wth the aid of the Board prescribe rules and
regul ations for examnation of applicants for plunber's
|i censes.

(4 Wth the aid of the Board prepare and give uniform
and conprehensi ve exam nations to applicants for a plunber's
license which shall test their know edge and qualifications
in the planning and design of plunbing systens, their
know edge, qualifications, and manual skills in plunbing, and
their know edge of the State's mninum code of standards
relating to fixtures, materials, design and installation
met hods of plunbing systens, promulgated pursuant to this
Act .

(5 Issue a plunber's license and |license renewal to
every applicant who has passed the exam nation and who has
paid the required |icense and renewal fee.

(6) Prescribe rules for hearings to deny, suspend,
revoke or reinstate |icenses as provided in this Act.

(7) Mintain a current record show ng (a) the nanmes and

addresses of reqistered plunmbing contractors, | i censed
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pl unbers, licensed apprentice plunbers, and |licensed retired
pl unbers, (b) the dates of issuance of licenses, (c) the date
and substance of the charges set forth in any hearing for
deni al, suspension or revocation of any |icense, (d) the date
and substance of the final order issued upon each such
hearing, and (e) the date and substance of all petitions for
reinstatenent of license and final orders on such petitions.

(8) Prescribe, in consultation with the Board, uniform
and reasonabl e rules defining what constitutes an approved
course of instruction in plunbing, in colleges, universities,
or trade schools, and approve or disapprove the courses of
instruction offered by such colleges, universities, or trade
schools by reference to their conpliance or nonconpliance
with such rules. Such rules shall be designed to assure that
an approved course of instruction will adequately teach the
design, planning, installation, repl acenent, ext ensi on,
alteration and repair of plunbing.

(Source: P.A 89-665, eff. 8-14-96.)

(225 I LCS 320/13.1 new)

Sec. 13. 1. Pl unbi ng contractors; regi stration;

applications.

(1) On and after WNay 1, 2002, all persons or

corporations desiring to engage in the business of

pl unbi ng contractor, other than any entity that maintains

an audited net worth of sharehol ders' equity equal to or

exceedi ng $100, 000, 000, shall register in accordance with

the provisions of this Act.

(2) Application for registration shall be filed

with the Departnent each year, on or before the | ast day

of April, in witing and on forns prepared and furnished

by the Departnent. All plunbing contractor registrations

expire on the last day of April of each year.

(3) Applications shall <contain the nane, address,
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and tel ephone nunber of the person and the plunbing

license of (i) the individual, if a sole proprietorship;

(ii) the partner, if a partnership; or (iii) an officer,

if a corporation. The application shall contain the

busi ness nane, address, and tel ephone nunber, a current

copy of the plunbing license, and any other infornmation

the Department nmay require by rule.

(4) Applicants shall subnit an original certificate

of insurance docunenting that the <contractor carries

general liability insurance with a nmininum of $100, 000

per occurrence, bodily injury insurance with a n ni num of

$300, 000 per occurrence, property dannge i nsurance with a

m ni rum of $50, 000, and workers conpensati on i nsurance

with a m ni rum $500, 000. No registration may be issued

in the absence of this certificate. Certificates nust be

in force at all tinmes for registration to remnin valid

(5) Applicants shall subnit, on a form provi ded by

t he Departnent, an indemification bond in the anount of

$20,000 or a letter of credit in the sane anmount for work

perforned in accordance wth this Act and the rules

pronul gated under this Act.

(6) Al enployees of a reqi stered pl unbi ng

contractor who engage in plunmbing work shall be |licensed

pl unbers or apprentice plunbers in accordance wth this

Act.

(7) Plunbing contractors shall submt an annua

registration fee in an anpunt to be established by rule.

(8) The Departnent shall be notified in advance of

any changes in the business structure, nane, or |ocation

or of the addition or deletion of the owner or officer

who is the |licensed plunber listed on the application.

Failure to notify the Departnent of this information is

grounds for suspension or revocation of the plunbing

contractor's reqgistration.
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(9) In the event that the plunber's license on the

application for reqgistration of a plunbing contractor is

a license issued by the City of Chicago, it shall be the

responsibility of the applicant to forward a copy of the

plunber's license to the Departnent, noting the nane of

the regi stered plunmbing contractor, when it is renewed.

(225 ILCS 320/ 20) (from Ch. 111, par. 1119)
Sec. 20. Gounds for discipline. (1) The Director may

deny, revoke or suspend a license or registration when

findi ngs show one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) That the Ilicensee or registrant obtained or

conspired with others to obtain a |icense or registration

by i nducing the issuance thereof in consideration of the
paynment of noney or delivery of any other thing of value
or by and through m srepresentation of facts.

(b) That the Ilicensee or registrant willfully

violated any law of this State or any rule, regul ation or
code pronul gated thereunder regul ating plunbing, licensed

or registered plunbing contractors, |licensed plunbers,

licensed apprentice plunbers, licensed retired plunbers,

wat er well punp installations and private sewage di sposal
syst ens.

(c) That the |licensee or registrant has been

guilty of negligence or inconpetence in the perfornmance
of pl unbi ng.

(d) That the licensee or reqgistrant has | oaned or

in any manner transferred his or her license to another
person.

(e) That the sponsor or his or her agent has failed
to properly supervise a licensed apprentice plunber.

(f) That the owner or officer of a reqgistered

plunbing contractor failed to naintain a valid plunbing

| i cense.
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(g) That the reqgistered plunbing contractor used a

plunbing |license without the perm ssion of the |icensee.

(2) If a license is suspended or revoked, the license
shall be surrendered to the Departnent but, if suspended, it
shall be returned to the |icensee upon the term nation of the
suspensi on peri od.

The Departnent nay refuse to issue or may suspend the
Iicense of any person who fails to file a return, or to pay
the tax, penalty or interest shown in a filed return, or to
pay any final assessnment of tax, penalty or interest, as
required by any tax Act admnistered by the Illinois
Depart ment of Revenue, until such tinme as the requirenents of
any such tax Act are satisfied.

(Source: P.A 87-885.)

(225 | LCS 320/ 29. 5)

Sec. 29.5. Unlicensed and unr eqi stered practice;

violation; civil penalty.
(a) A person who practices, offers to practice, attenpts
to practice, or holds hinself or herself out to practice as a

pl unber or plunbing contractor wthout being |icensed or

registered under this Act, or as an irrigation contractor
w t hout being registered under this Act, shall, in addition
to any other penalty provided by law, pay a civil penalty to
the Departnent in an anpbunt not to exceed $5,000 for each
offense as determned by the Departnent. The civil penalty
shal | be assessed by the Departnent after a hearing is held
in accordance wth the provisions set forth in this Act

regarding the provision of a hearing for the discipline of a

| i censee or registrant.

(b) The Departnent has the authority and power to
investigate any person who practices, offers to practice,
attenpts to practice, or holds hinself or herself out to

practice as a plunber or plunbing contractor w thout being



SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE
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licensed or registered under this Act, or as an irrigation

contractor w thout being registered under this Act.

(c) The civil penalty shall be paid within 60 days after
the effective date of the order inposing the civil penalty.
The order shall constitute a judgnment and may be filed and
execution had on the judgnent in the sanme nmanner as a
judgnent froma court of record. Al fines and penalties
coll ected by the Departnent under this Section of the Act and
accrued interest shall be deposited into the Plunbing
Li censure and Program Fund for wuse by the Departnent in
performng activities relating to the admnistration and
enforcenent of this Act.

(Source: P.A 90-714, eff. 8-7-98; 91-678, eff. 1-26-00.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


