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AN ACT concerni ng nuni ci pal governnent.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Miunicipal Code is anended by

changing Section 7-1-1 as foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/7-1-1) (fromCh. 24, par. 7-1-1)

Sec. 7-1-1. Annexation of contiguous territory. Any
territory that is not wthin the corporate limts of any
muni cipality but is contiguous to a nunicipality may be
annexed to the nmunicipality as provided in this Article. For
the purposes of this Article any territory to be annexed to a
muni ci pality shall be considered to be contiguous to the
muni ci pality notwi thstanding that the territory is separated
from the nunicipality by a railroad or public wutility
right-of-way, but wupon annexation the area included within
that right-of-way shall not be considered to be annexed to
the nmunicipality.

Except in counties with a popul ation of nore than 500, 000
but | ess than 3,000,000, territory which is not contiguous to
a nunicipality but 1is separated therefromonly by a forest
preserve district may be annexed to the nunicipality pursuant
to Sections 7-1-7 or 7-1-8, but enly--if--the--annexing
runt et paltty-ean--show -that--the--forest--preserve--distriect
creates--an--arttfietal-barrier-preventi ng-the-annexatton-and
that-the-location-of-the-forest--preserve--distriet--property
prevents---the---orderly---natural--growt h--of--the--annexing
runt et pal i ty---tt-shall-be--conelusively--presuned--that--the
forest--preserve--distriect--does--not--create--an--arttficetal
barrter-tf-the-property-soeught-to-be-annexed-is-bounded- on- at
l east - - 3-stdes-by-(t)-one- or - nor e- ot her - runt et pal t t+ es- { ot her

t han- t he- runt et pal i t y- seeki ng- annexat t on- t hr ough- t he- exi st ng
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forest-preserve--distriet);--(tt)--forest--preserve--districet
property;--or-(itt)-a-conbi natton-of - ot her-muni et patittes-and
forest--preserve--distriect--property----tt--shall---alse---be
conel ust vel y- - presuned-t hat -t he-forest- preserve-district - does
not-create-an-artifietral-barrter-tf-the-nuntetpality--seeking
annexatt on-is-not-the-closest-nunietpatity-to-the-property-teo
be---annexed: the territory included wthin such forest
preserve district shall not be annexed to the nunicipality
nor shall the territory of the forest preserve district be
subject to rights-of-way for access or services between the
parts of the nunicipality separated by the forest preserve
district wthout the consent of the governing body of the
forest preserve district. The-changes-nade-to-this-Seectton-by
t hi s- - anendat or y- Act - of - 91st - Gener al - Assenbl y- are- deel arat ory
of - -extsting--taw - and--shalt--not--be--construed--as--a--new
enaet rent -

In counties that are contiguous to the M ssissippi River
wi th popul ations of nore than 200,000 but |ess than 255, 000,
a municipality that is partially located in territory that is
whol |y surrounded by the Mssissippi Rver and a canal,
connected at both ends to the M ssissippi River and | ocated
on property owned by the United States of Anmerica, may annex
noncontiguous territory in the surrounded territory under
Sections 7-1-7, 7-1-8, or 7-1-9 if that territory IS
separated from the municipality by property owned by the
United States of Anerica, but that federal property shall not
be annexed w thout the consent of the federal governnent.

When any | and proposed to be annexed is part of any Fire
Protection District or of any Public Library District and the
annexing nunicipality provides fire protection or a public
library, as the case may be, the Trustees of each D strict
shall be notified in witing by certified or registered mai
before any court hearing or other action is taken for

annexat i on. The notice shall be served 10 days in advance.
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An affidavit that service of notice has been had as provided
by this Section nust be filed with the clerk of the court in
whi ch the annexation proceedings are pending or wll be
instituted or, when no court proceedings are involved, with
the recorder for the county where the land is situated. No
annexation of that Jland is effective unless service is had
and the affidavit filed as provided in this Section.

The new boundary shall extend to the far side of any
adj acent highway and shall include all of every highway
wi thin the area annexed. These hi ghways shall be considered
to be annexed even though not included in the |[egal
description set forth in the petition for annexation. When
any land proposed to be annexed includes any highway under
the jurisdiction of any township, the Township Conmm ssioner
of Hi ghways and the Board of Town Trustees shall be notified
in witing by certified or registered miil before any court
hearing or other action is taken for annexation. In the event
that a municipality fails to notify the Townshi p Comm ssi oner
of H ghways and the Board of Town Trustees of the annexation
of an area wthin the township, the municipality shal
reinmburse that township for any loss or liability caused by
the failure to give notice. If any nmunicipality has annexed
any area before Cctober 1, 1975, and the |egal description in
the petition for annexation did not include the entire
adj acent hi ghway, any such annexation shall be valid and any
hi ghway adjacent to the area annexed shall be considered to
be annexed notw thstanding the failure of the petition to
annex to include the description of +the entire adjacent
hi ghway.

Any annexati on, di sconnecti on and annexati on, or
di sconnection wunder this Article of any territory nmust be
reported by certified or registered nmail by the corporate
authority initiating the action to the election authorities

having jurisdiction in the territory and the post office
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branches serving the territory wthin 30 days of the
annexation, disconnection and annexation, or disconnection.

Failure to give notice to t he required el ection
authorities or post office branches will not invalidate the
annexation or disconnection. For purposes of this Section
"election authorities" neans the county clerk where the clerk
acts as the clerk of elections or the clerk of the election
conmi ssi on having jurisdiction.

No annexati on, di sconnecti on and annexati on, or
di sconnection under this Article of territory having electors
residing therein made (1) before any primary election to be
held wthin the nunicipality affected thereby and after the
time for filing petitions as a candidate for nomnation to
any office to be chosen at the primary election or (2) within
60 days before any general election to be held within the
muni ci pality shall be effective until the day after the date
of the primary or general election, as the case may be.

For the purpose of this Section, a toll highway or
connection between parcels via an overpass bridge over a tol
hi ghway shall not be considered a deterrent to the definition
of contiguous territory.

When territory is proposed to be annexed by court order
under this Article, the corporate authorities or petitioners
initiating the action shall notify each person who pays real
estate taxes on property wthin that territory unless the
person is a petitioner. The notice shall be served by
certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, at
| east 20 days before a court hearing or other court action.
If the person who pays real estate taxes on the property is
not the owner of record, then the payor shall notify the
owner of record of the proposed annexati on.

(Source: P.A 90-14, eff. 7-1-97; 91-824, eff. 6-13-00.)
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