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AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BI LL 1623

AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend House Bill 1623 by replacing

everything after the enacting clause with the foll ow ng:

"Section 5. The Attorney GCeneral Act is anmended by

changi ng Section 4e as foll ows:

(15 | LCS 205/ 4e)

Sec. 4e. Recovery of |ands; paynent of I|egal fees. The
Governor Atterney-General may authorize, fromfunds avail abl e
for that purpose, the paynent or reinbursenent of reasonable
and appropriate |egal fees incurred by any person, wunit of
| ocal government, or school district in defending any
l[itigation, action, or proceeding brought to recover |ands
within the State from such person, unit of |ocal governnent,

or school district, if (i) the |litigation, action, or

proceedi ng i s based upon an allegation that the title or a

beneficial interest inthe title is derived froman invalid
federal land patent, (ii) the person, unit of | ocal
gover nnent , or school district does not have |egal
representation available with regard to the |litigation,

action, or proceeding through a title insurer, (iii) the

Governor determnes that the authorization is in the public

interest and that the legal representation can be conducted
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efficiently and reasonably to avoid unnecessary duplication

of effort and costs, and (iv) the Attorney General finds that

a loss of State sovereignty or jurisdiction over those |ands
or liability for rents or damages may result if the |and
patent is held to be invalid. The hourly rate for legal fees
paid or reinbursed under this Section shall not exceed the
maxi mum hourly rate customarily paid to Special Assistant
Attorneys General. The total anobunt of |egal fees paid or
rei nbursed under this Section shall not exceed $100,000 per

fiscal year. The-paynents-or-retnbursenents-may- be- rade-ffom

npneys- - appropri ated- -t o-t he- Att or ney- General -for-fisecal -year
2001- f or - eont r act ual - ser vt €es; - not wi t hst andi ng- any- ot her- - | aw
to--the--contrary:---The- Att or ney- General - nust; - no-tater-than
Apfil-15;-2001;-submt-to-the-General --Assenbly--a--detatled;
witten-report-indieattng-whiech-fees-the-Attorney- General - has
of - - t Nt ends- - t - pay- of - ¥ et nbur se- and- t he- bast s- f or - raki ng- t he
paynent - of - F et pbur senent - - - Thi s- Seett on-t s- repeal ed- - on--July
1;-2001-

(Source: P.A 91-940, eff. 2-1-01.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

June 30, 2001.".
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