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AN ACT relating to education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 2-3.64a as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3. 64a)
Sec. 2-3.64a. State Testing Review Committee; State

Assessment System Revi ew Commi tt ee.

(a) The State Superintendent shall appoint a conmmttee
of no nore than 20 consisting of parents, teachers, school
adm ni strators, and concerned citizens to reviewthe Illinois
Goal s and Assessnment Programtests admi nistered by the State
Board of Education. The Commttee shall select one of the
parent representatives as its chairman. The Commttee shal
meet on an ongoi ng basis to review the content and design of
the tests (including whether the requirenents of subsection
a-5 of Section 2-3.64 have been net), the tine and noney
expended at the local and state |levels to prepare for and
adm nister the tests, the collective results of the tests as
measured against the stated purpose of testing student
performance, and other issues involving the tests identified
by the Commttee. The Committee shall make periodi c
recommendations to the State Superintendent and the Ceneral

Assenbly concerning the tests. On the effective date of this

anendatory Act of the 92nd GCeneral Assenbly, the State

Testing Review Conmittee is dissolved.

(b) The General Assenbly finds and declares all of the

(1) In order to ensure that the Illinois Learning

Standards are being net in Illinois' public schools, a

new State assessnent system shoul d be expl ored
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(2) The new State assessnent system nust neet the

needs of and have significance for Illinois' teachers and

st udents.

(3) The new State assessnent system should be

meani ngful to hi gher education and enpl oyers.

(4 The new State assessnment system nust be cost

efficient.

(5) The new State assessnent systemnust ultimately

result in less overall standardi zed testing.

(6) Teachers nust have a thorough know edge base of

the Illinois Learning Standards and the use of |ocal and

State assessnments to i nprove student | earning.

(7) A series of St at e- sponsor ed, locally

adm ni stered di agnostic assessnments need to be avail abl e

to school districts as well as their staffs.

(8) The new State assessnent nust be aligned to the

I1linois Learning Standards.

(9) The new State assessnent system nust be well

constructed, must be qgrade |evel appropriate wth

effective testing procedures, and nust be able to be used

by school districts as well as their staffs.

(10) The new State assessnent system nust be Kkept

in pl ace f or at | east 5 vears following its

i mpl enent ati on.

(11) The State Assessnent System Review Committee

must explore the potential of annual State assessment

aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards.

(c) The State Assessnent System Review Conmittee is

created, which shall consist of the foll owi ng nmenbers:

(1) One parent, appointed by the Illinois PTA

Congress of Parents and Teachers.

(2) One person appoi nted by the Governor.

(3) One representative of the business comunity,

appointed by the Illinois Business Education Coalition.
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(4) One representative from a regional office of

education, appointed by the 1llinois Association of

Regi onal Superi ntendents of School s.

(5) One school board nenber, appointed by the

Il1inois Associ ati on of School Boards.

(6) Four school adm ni strators, with one

adm ni str at or appoi nt ed by t he Chi cago Board of

Education, one principal appointed by the Illinois

Principals Association, one adninistrator appoi nted by

t he Lar ge Uni t District Associ ati on, and one

adm ni strator appointed by the lllinois Associ ati on of

School Adm ni strators.

(7) Four teachers, with 2 appointed by the Illinois

Educati on Association and 2 appointed by the |Illinois

Feder ati on of Teachers.

(8) Two representatives of higher education, one

who is an expert in the field of assessnent and one from

adm ssions, appointed by the Chairperson of the Board of

Hi gher Educati on.

(9) The State Superintendent of Education or his or

her desi gnee.

(d) Menbers of the State Assessnent System Revi ew

Conmmittee shall be initially appointed by October 1, 2001.

Menbers shall serve 2-year terns. A chairperson of the

Conmmittee shall be selected by the appoi nted nenmbers from

anong its nenbership. The chairperson shall serve a 2-vyear

term The Conmmittee shall neet at the call of the

chai rperson, who shall develop the agenda for the neetings

with the advice of the nenbers.

(e) The State Assessnent System Review Committee shal

explore a State assessnent system consistent with the General

Assenbl y' s findings and decl arati ons under subsection (b) of

this Section and the requirenents of subsection (a-5) of

Section 2-3.64 of this Code. The Committee shall be provided
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staff fromthe State Board of Educati on and outside sources

with expertise in assessnent, and such staff shall be

directed by the chairperson of the Committee. Fundi ng for

the staffing shall be included in the State Board of

Educati on's assessnent budget. The Committee shall report

its recommendations for the State assessnent systemto the

Governor, CGCeneral Assenbly, and State Board of Education on

or before January 1, 2003. Following its initial report, the

Conmittee shal | periodically neet to revi ew t he

i mpl enentation of the State assessnment system and ensure that

the State assessnent system neets the requirenents of this

Secti on. Following its initial report, the Commttee shal

i ssue an additional report to the Governor, General Assenbly,

and State Board of Education regarding the inplenentation of

the State assessnent systemon or before January 1 of each

even- nunbered year.

(Source: P.A 89-184, eff. 7-19-95; 90-789, eff. 8-14-98.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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