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AN ACT in relation to disabled persons.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

3 represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

5 Fam |y Caregiver Support Act.
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Section 5. Legislative findings. The General Assenbly

recogni zes that:

(1) Most care provided for functionally disabled
aged adults is delivered by famly nenbers or friends who
are not conpensat ed for their services. Famly
involvenent is a crucial elenment for avoi di ng or
postponing institutionalization of the aged disabled
adul t .

(2) Famly or ot her caregivers who provide
continuous care in the honme are frequently under
subst anti al physi cal , psychol ogi cal , and financi al
stress. The stress, if unrelieved by famly or community
support to the caregiver, my lead to premature or
unnecessary nursing hone placenent.

(3) Respite care and ot her comuni ty- based
supportive services for the caregiver and for the aged
di sabled adult could relieve some of the stresses,
maintain and strengthen the famly structure, and
post pone or prevent institutionalization.

(4 Wth famly and friends providing the primary
care for the aged disabled adult, supplenented by
community health and social services, long-termcare may
be | ess costly t han if t he i ndi vi dual wer e

institutionalized.

Section 10. Legislative intent. It is the intent of the
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General Assenbly to provide a conprehensive program of
|l ong-termcare informati on and support, including in-hone and
out-of -home respite care services, for famly and other
unpaid caregivers who provide the daily services required
when caring for aged adults wth functional disabilities.
These fam |y caregiver long-termcare information and support
services shall do the follow ng:

(1) Provide information, relief, and support to
famly or other unpaid caregivers of aged adults wth
functional disabilities.

(2) Encourage famly and other unpaid individuals
to provide care for aged adul ts W th functi ona
disabilities at home, and thus offer a viable alternative
to placenent in a long-termcare facility.

(3) Ensure that respite care is nmade generally
available to eligible participants wunder the Respite
Program Act.

(4) Be provided in the least restrictive setting
avai l abl e consistent with the individually assessed needs
of the aged adults with functional disabilities.

(5) Include services appropriate to the needs of
persons caring for aged individuals wth denenting
il nesses.

(6) Provide famly and ot her unpaid caregivers with
services that enable them to nake inforned decisions
about current and future care plans, solve day-to-day
caregi ving problens, learn essential caregiving skills,
and | ocate services that may strengthen their capacity to

provi de care.

Section 15. Definitions. In this Act:
"Adult day services" neans nonnedi cal services to persons
who Ilive with their famlies, cannot be |left unsupervised,

and are at risk of being placed in a 24-hour care facility if
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their famlies do not receive sone relief fromconstant care.

"Departnment” nmeans the Departmnment on Aging.

"Eligible participant” neans a person eligible for famly
caregiver long-termcare information and support services
under this Act who is aged or a senior citizen as defined in
the Illinois Act on the Aging and who needs substantially
continuous care or supervision by reason of his or her
functional disability and may be at risk of placenment into a
long-termcare facility.

"Eligible participant for respite care services" neans a
person eligible for services authorized under the Respite
Pr ogram Act.

"Fam |y caregiver long-termcare information and support
services" neans providing long-term care information and
support services to famly and other unpaid caregivers of
eligible participants with functional disabilities, including
but not limted to providing the foll ow ng:

(1) Information about avail able public and private
| ong-term care support services.

(2) Assistance in gaining access to an array of
appropriate long-termcare famly caregi ver services.

(3) Pronotion and inplenmentation of support groups.

(4) Benefits counseling and caregiver counseling,
and caregiver training to assist the unpaid caregivers in
maki ng deci sions and solving challenges relating to their
caregiving roles.

(5) Respite care services.

(6) Additional supportive |long-termcare services
that may include but need not be l[imted to
translating/interpreter servi ces, speci al i zed
transportation, coordination of health care services,
hel p with purchasi ng needed supplies, durable goods, hone
nmodi fications, or equipnent, and ot her forms of

informati on and support necessary to maintain the unpaid
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caregiving activity.

"Honme nodification" nmeans reasonable nodifications to the
structure of a home for the purpose of reducing t he
caregiving burden, as approved by the Departnent, such as
grab bars, safety devices, and wheelchair ranps, that help
the functionally dependent older adult wth carrying out
activities of daily Iiving.

"Respite care services" neans services authorized under
the Respite Program Act.

"Unpaid caregiver" neans a spouse, relative, or friend
who has primary responsibility for the care of an aged adult
with a functional disability and who does not receive
financial conpensation for the care. To be eligible for
respite care and for famly caregiver support services, the

caregiver is considered the client.

Section 20. Admnistration of Act. The Departnent shal
adm nister this Act and shall establish rules and standards
the Departnment deens necessary in admnistering this Act.
The Departnent shall admnister this Act in conjunction wth
Section 4.02 and related provisions of the Illinois Act on

t he Agi ng.

Section 25. Provision of services. The Departnent shal
contract wth area agencies on aging or other appropriate
agencies to conduct famly caregi ver | ong-term care
information and support services to the extent of available
fundi ng. The agencies' responsibilities shall include but not
be limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) Admnistering a program of famly caregiver
|l ong-termcare informati on and support services.
(2) Arranging for t he delivery of services

aut hori zed under the Respite Program Act.
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Section 30. Maintaining data. The area agencies on agi ng
adm nistering famly caregiver long-termcare information and
support services shall maintain data that indicates demand
for famly caregiver long-termcare information and support

servi ces.

Section 35. Health care practitioners and facilities not
inpaired. Nothing in this Act shall inpair the practice of
any licensed health care practitioner or licensed health care

facility.

Section 40. Entitlenment not created. Nothing in this Act
creates or provides any individual wwth an entitlenent to
services or benefits. It is the General Assenbly's intent
that services under this Act shall be made available only to
the extent of the availability and |evel of appropriations

made by the General Assenbly.

Section 45. National Famly Caregiver Support Program
The Departnent shall seek and secure funding under the
National Famly Caregiver Support Program to supplenent
private or other public noneys nade avail abl e or appropriated

for the purposes of this Act.

Section 90. The Respite Program Act is anended by

changing Section 8 as foll ows:

(320 I'LCS 10/8) (from Ch. 23, par. 6208)

Sec. 8. Funding. Respite projects authorized under this
Act shall be funded only to the extent of available
appropriations for such purposes. The D rector shall seek
and obtain federal funds that may be avail able to finance
grants awarded under Section 6 of this Act, and shall also

seek and obtain other non-state resources for which the State
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may be eligible. Irplenentatton-of-protects-under-this-Act
shal } - - be--contt ngent - -upon--the--avattabttity---of---federal
ftnancial---partietpatton: To the extent necessary for
i npl enentation of this Act, the Departnent shall seek
appropriate waivers of federal requirenents fromthe U S
Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces.

(Source: P.A 87-974.)
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