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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Senate of the State of
II'linois learned with regret of the passing of Corinne M chel

of Washington D.C. on Cctober 22, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M's. Mchel was the beloved wife of Robert H
M chel, the former mnority leader of the U 'S House of

Representati ves; and

WHEREAS, Corinne Wodruff was born on April 30, 1926 in
Onida, South Dakota to Lewis MCabe and Constance Noste
Wodruff; she married Robert H Mchel on Decenber 26, 1948

in Peoria; and

WHEREAS, An acconplished nusician, Ms. Mchel received
degrees in piano fromBradley University and sang in the a
cappella choir; she was a nenber of Sigma Al pha lota nusical

fraternity and Pi Beta Phi sorority; and

WHEREAS, M's. Mchel taught nusic at Roosevelt Juni or
Hi gh School in Peoria; she was a longtine community |eader in
music and the arts and a nenber of the original community

group that brought opera and ballet to Peoria; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Mchel was active in the Central Illinois
Yout h Synphony, Peoria Players, the Amateur Misic Cub of
Peoria, and the Cornstalk Theatre and also perforned in a

chanber nusic group in Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, Each year, Bradley University awards the Corinne
and Bob M chel Schol arships; The Everett MKinley Dirksen
Center in Peoria oversees the Robert H and Corinne M chel
Congr essi onal Education Fund, created with a grant from the

Nati onal Hi storical Publications and Records Conm ssion; and

WHEREAS, M's. M chel was very active in the Congressiona

Cub for nmenbers of Congress and their spouses and the
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Republ i can Congressi onal Spouses, serving as an officer of

bot h; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Mchel was the recipient of a nunber of
awards, including one fromthe Children's Inn at National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, which provides
housi ng for parents of hospitalized children; she was a
menber of the Society of Sponsors of the United States Navy

and in 1968 christened the USS Peoria in San Di ego; and

WHEREAS, M's. M chel was a nmenber of the International
Nei ghbors C ub; the Daughters of 1812; the Republican Wnen's
Feder al Forum of Washington, for which she served as
chai rwoman in 1989 and 1990; and the GS Chapter of the PEG
she was a nenber of the Capitol H Il Cub board of directors
and headed congressional relations efforts for the first

Ronal d Reagan i nauguration; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Mchel was a nmenber of First Presbyterian

Church in Peoria; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Corinne Mchel has been deeply
felt by all who knew and | oved her, especially her bel oved
husband, Robert H Mchel; her sons, Scott Mchel, Bruce
(June) Mchel, and Robin (Joanna) M chel; her daughter,
Laurie (David) Norcross; her grandchildren; and her brother,
Herbert "Jesse" Whodruff; she was preceded in death by her

parents and two brothers; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew her, the death of Corinne Mchel, fornerly of

Peoria; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Corinne Mchel as an expression of

our sincerest condol ences.
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