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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The nenbers of +the Senate of the State of
[Ilinois were saddened to hear of the death of Julia Me

White of Chicago on Tuesday, July 1, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Wite was born Julia Mae Chapnman on
Novenmber 11, 1910 in Earle, Arkansas to Hattie Me Chapman
and George Chapman; she grew up in Arkansas at a tinme when
she and other African-Anmericans were forbidden to use
washrooms for whites or white areas in restaurants and were
rel egated by segregation policies to the upper balconies of

movi e houses and backs of buses; and

WHEREAS, The pain she felt from this discrimnation
shaped her life and influenced how she raised her 7 children;

and

WHEREAS, After graduating from high school, she noved
with her famly to Alton, Illinois, where she net and married
Edward Shaw, a factory worker; she was pregnant with their

third child when he died in 1933; and

VWHEREAS, She later fell in love with Jesse C. Wite, Sr.
and the couple married and began raising their famly, which
included 4 nore children, in Alton; they foll owed her parents

to Chicago about 7 years later; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Wite's culinary skills were well-tested
after nmoving to Chicago; she was very creative in cooking
meal s with nmeager anounts of food; she held high expectations
for her 7 children when it cane to their education, she

expected themto keep their grades up to par; and

VWHEREAS, The famly lived in city apartnments for 30
years, first on the North Side, then the Wst Side; after her
husband died in the late-1970s, Ms. Wite bought a hone on

the city's West Side with her youngest son, the late GCeorge
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E. Wiite; and

VWHEREAS, In 1985, she and a niece bought a hone in
Country Club Hills, though Ms. Wiite returned to the city to
live in a senior citizens apartnent conplex on the North Side
3 years later; her suburban honme provided a chance to plant
vegetables, as she had done in Alton; she raised tomatoes,
must ard greens, spinach, cabbage, and potatoes, cooked them
in various ways, and served themw th honmemade | enonade, her

favorite beverage; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Wiite enjoyed staying at honme, particularly
because the view from her seventh-floor apartnment was of
downt own Chicago; often her favorite things to |ook at,
however, were not found outside her wndow, she enjoyed
wat ching westling, boxing, and roller derby contests on the

t el evi sion; and

WHEREAS, M's. Wihite will also be renenbered as a straight
tal ker; if she had sonmething to say, she'd say it Iloud and

clear; and

VHEREAS, White instilled in each of her children the
val ue of hard work, education, and tol erance, which served as
inspiration to her son, Illinois Secretary of State Jesse

White, in devel oping the Jesse Wiite Tunbling Team and

VWHEREAS, The passing of Julia Mae Wite has been deeply
felt by all who knew and | oved her, especially her children,
Doris |vy, Dorothy Wite, Cora Wiite, and Illinois Secretary
of State Jesse Wite; her 35 grandchildren; and her 15
great-grandchildren; she was preceded in death by her sons,
George E. Wite, Charles Shaw, and Edward Shaw, and her

parents; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn the passing
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of Julia Me Wite and extend out deepest synpathy to her
famly, friends, and community; she will be renenbered as a
devoted nother who inspired her children to great |engths;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Julia Mae Wiite as an expression

of our sincerest condol ences.
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