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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nmenbers of +the Senate of the State of
I[Ilinois learned with regret of the passing of Kathryn "Kay"

Katz of Wlnette on July 28, 2003; and

WHEREAS, Kathryn Katz was born in 1941 in M| waukee,

W sconsin; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz was an elenentary school teacher for
nmore than 31 years, and she always required nore of her
students than they thensel ves knew they could produce; nuch
of her career was spent at Harper School in WIlnette; she
originally taught in Chicago and Mrton Gove; during her
early years in WIlnette, she taught gifted prograns and
speci al education; while her owmn children were young, she was
the honmebound tutor for students who could not physically
attend school due to accidents, illnesses, or disabilities;

and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz frequently changed grade |levels to
avoid repetition and to retain a fresh perspective; she
establ i shed, developed, and grew nmajor class roomevents; a
favorite was the "Oregon Trail" where the children dressed in
period garb of historical people; "Lewwns and C ark"” marched
al ongsi de horse-drawn covered wagons from Harper School to
the Pacific Shore (Lake Mchigan in Wlnette); traversing the
w | derness, students were attacked by buffalo, other wld
ani mal s, and Native Anericans; they also passed many

nei ghbor hood hones under the guise of forts and outposts; and

WHEREAS, O her proj ects recreated t he Col onmbi an
Exposition, which included handnade nodels and draw ngs of
the South Side event; students dressed up as the prom nent
hi storical figures associated with the event, such as Dani el
Burnham and Sally Rand, while others were given artistic

| i cense and i npersonated other famous Chi cagoans who may not
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have been specifically associated with the world's fair, such
as Charles A Comskey or Richard Sears; in studying
di nosaurs, Ms. Katz acquired whole chickens for each
student; they boiled the <chickens and fromthe carcasses
reassenbl ed the entire skel etons on poster board to consider
the concept that birds cone from dinosaurs; teaching |oca
hi story took the formof a stage play one year and a puppet

show anot her; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz also held fundraisers and had her
students assist WIlnette residents to establish the Village
of WInette Prairie Preserve at the edge of Thornwood Park

near Harper school; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Katz's other passion was hel ping establish
group hones for nentally ill adults in Chicago's North Shore;
approximately 15 years ago she was one of the founding
menbers of WI Power; she was the primary nmentor of the first
presidents of WIPower and was elected president herself

about 4 years ago; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz nmet wth many village presidents,
overcom ng the nmajor obstacles that were so prevalent in the
early years of WI Power; Ms. Katz worked to show W1 Power's
success wth 5 group honmes and that group hones can actually
be the | east problematic neighbors and do nothing to |ower

property val ues; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz was on the social action commttee at
the Beth Hillel Synagogue in WIlnette and participated in

cooki ng and serving at soup kitchens in Chicago; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Katz and her husband enjoyed traveling,
visiting the Orient, Europe, and North Anerica;, the Katz's
house and yard were always full of fresh flowers and pl ants,
and Ms. Katz partook in elaborate cooking and home

i nprovenent; she and her husband personally renovated their 5


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


~N~ oo o B~ wN

(oe]

10
11

12
13
14

- 3- LRBO93 13504 RAH 18835 r

hones in the Wlnette area; and

VWHEREAS, The passing of Kathryn Katz has been deeply felt
by all who knew and |oved her, especially her husband,
M chael Katz; her daughter, Carrie Katz; her son, Craig
(Panel a) Katz; her granddaughter, Gabrielle "Brie" Katz; and
her brothers, Howard Kane and Neal (Lyn) Kane; therefore, be

it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn, along wth
all  who knew her, the death of Kathryn Katz of WIlnette; and

be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Kathryn Katz wi th our sincerest

condol ences.
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