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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The nenbers of +the Senate of the State of
[Ilinois were saddened to |learn of the death of Katherine

Viola Bell of Chicago on June 15, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M's. Bell was born on June 11, 1911 the el dest
child of David Reuben Dorsey and Melissa Cul pepper Dorsey in
Mont gonmery, Al abama; when Kat herine was nine years old the
famly noved to Chicago where they resided on the south side;
her father along wth his brother Joseph operated Dorsey
Brothers Tailors; her nother assisted themin the business;
growng up she and her famly were nenbers of Ei ghth Church

of Christian Scientist; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Bell attended Chicago Public School s
i ncluding Ray El enentary School and she graduated from McCosh
El enentary School; at age nine she enrolled in The Art
Institute of Chicago on a scholarship; there she devel oped
her skill and love of the arts; in 1930, she graduated from
Engl ewood H gh School; fromthere she studied drafting and
architectural arts at Armour Institute, which is now lllinois
Institute of Technol ogy; she noved to Los Angeles, California
and attended Frank Wggins School studying graphics and

comrercial art; and

VWHEREAS, In 1933, after an earthquake in California she
returned to Chicago and shortly afterward married WIIiam L.
Bell; to this union was born a son Wlliam"Billy" Bell, Jr.

in 1935; and

WHEREAS, Al of her life she had a passion for art and
cultural activities; she was an excellent pianist and artist;
she taught individual piano |essons and also taught art at
the South Side Conmmunity Art Center and was a teacher there
under the WPA when El eanor Roosevelt canme to Chicago in 1941

to dedicate the Center; she also taught art, sew ng, and
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mllinery crafts for many years at Chicago Park D strict

| ocations including Foster Park and Washi ngton Park; and

WHEREAS, As an artist her works were exhibited at many
venues t hroughout Chicago including the South Side Community
Art Center, The Beverly Arts Center, The State of Illinois
Bui | di ng, The Museum of Science and I ndustry, and the Chicago
Cultural Center; in addition, she was a nenber of The Senior

Arts Network; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Bell's passing will be deeply felt by many,
especially her son, WIIliamBell (daughter-in-Iaw Beul ah);
her grandchildren, Carolyn Bell Richards and WIlliam Bell,
I11; her sister, Rosalie Davis (brother-in-law Charles); her
five great grandchildren, Jasm ne, Sydney, Eboni, Scott and
Davi d; and several nieces, nephews and friends; therefore, be

it

RESCOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn the death of
Kat herine Viola Bell along with all who knew and |oved her
and extend our sincere condolences to her famly and friends;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Katherine Viola Bell as an

expression of our deepest synpat hy.
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