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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The menbers of the Senate of the State of
Il'linois were saddened to learn of the conbat death of
Private Jonathan Lee G fford, United States Marine Corps, of
Decatur on March 23, 2003 in Iraqg; and

VWHEREAS, Private Gfford was a nenber of the 1st
Battalion, 2nd Regi ment, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade of
the United States Marine Corps; he was killed in action near
An Nasiriyah in an anbush while his wunit was securing

bri dges; and

WHEREAS, Private G fford was born on Cctober 30, 1972 to
Vicky J. Langley and John L. Gfford; he graduated from
Stephen Decatur Hi gh School in 1991; he had been enpl oyed at
Archer Daniels Mdland before joining the United States
Marine Corps on October 30, 2001; joining the Marine Corps

was an anbition he had deci ded upon as a teenager; and

VWHEREAS, Private Gfford always fought for the underdog,

so it was fitting that he fought for the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Private Jonathan Lee G fford has
been deeply felt by many, especially his daughter, Lexie
LeeAnn G fford; his former wfe, Vickey; his father, John
Gfford and wife Carol; his nother, Vicky Langley and husband
Tim his sisters, Valerie Gfford and Tiffany Bl astenbrei and
husband, Marine Staff Sgt. Todd Blastenbrei; his nephew,
Mason G fford; his grandparents, Ronald and Peggy G fford and
WIlliam and Reva Godfrey, Jr.; and many other famly nenbers
who | oved him he was preceded in death by his grandnother,

Janet Gould, and his sister, Jennifer; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE THE NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that together with his famly,

friends, and this great nation, we nourn the passing of
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Private Jonathan Lee G fford, United States Marine Corps, and
extend to his famly and friends our deepest condol ences; and

be it further

RESCLVED, That we honor the nmenory of Private G fford and
his willingness to serve our country, which Ied to himmaking

the ultimute sacrifice; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Private Jonathan Lee G fford,
United States Marine Corps, as an expression of our sincere

synpathy during their tinme of |oss.
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