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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The 92nd General Assenbly directed the creation
of the Illinois After-school Initiative in Senate Resol ution
70 to identify the nunber of school -age children and youth in
the State who are in need of out-of-school-tinme progranms and
to develop a plan for coordinating resources to achieve a
goal of providing out-of-school-tinme services to every

school -age child and youth in the State; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois After-school Initiative found that
1.6 mllion school -age children and youth in 1Illinois are
potentially in need of prograns during the hours they are not

in school; and

WHEREAS, Sixty-four percent of all [Illinois children
between the ages of 6 and 17 live in famlies where the sole
parent or both parents work; and bei ng unsupervised during
t he non-school hours puts children and youth at greater risk
of t ruancy, per form ng poorly in school, depression,

subst ance abuse, and becom ng a victimof crinme; and

VHEREAS, The Illinois After-school Initiative found that
41% of Illinois eighth-grade students were hone al one nore
than 10 hours a week, and research shows that the |ikelihood

of high-risk behaviors increases when youth are hone al one 10

or nore hours a week; and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that <children who attend
hi gh-quality, out-of-school-tinme prograns have better peer
relations, enotional adjustnent, conflict resolution skills,
grades, and conduct in school conpared to their peers who are

not in out-of-school-tinme prograns; and

WHEREAS, Children who attend quality out-of-school-tine
prograns spend nore tinme in |earning opportunities, academc

activities, and enrichnent activities and spend less tinme
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wat ching tel evision than their peers; and

WHEREAS, Parents and youth interviewed for the Illinois
After-school Initiative detailed tine and time again the
positive difference out-of-school-tine prograns nmade in their

lives and the lives of their famlies; and

VWHEREAS, The 2002 task force report issued by the
I1linois After-school Initiative at the request of the 92nd
CGeneral Assenbly focused on actions that would strengthen the
State's ability to support hi gh-quality, af f or dabl e,
out - of -school -ti nme prograns and recommended policy changes in
the areas of State-level interagency coll aboration, capacity
bui | ding, community col |l aboration, evaluation, and funding;
and inplenenting these recomendations wll require the
continued collaboration, focus, and commtnent of the State

Board of Education and the Departnent of Human Services; and

WHEREAS, The recommendations of the Illinois After-school
Initiative reflect the expertise of parents and over 60
representatives from State agencies, public institutions, and
private non-profit organizations with extensive experience in
educati on, youth devel opnent, research, violence prevention,
juvenile justice, child care, volunteerism and social work,
and it is inperative for Illinois' school-age children and
youth that the collaboration that produced this shared vision

for out-of-school-tine progranm ng continue; and

WHEREAS, Hundreds of thousands of Illinois children and
youth wll be denied the opportunity to participate in
activities that can help themreach their fullest potential
and avoi d t he negative choices that are costly and
detrinmental to society if the State fails to enact the
recommendations of the 1llinois After-school Initiative to
reduce duplication, stream ine programrequirenents, maximze

fundi ng opportunities, train programstaff, involve conmunity
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institutions in designing and inpl enmenting prograns, pronote
research-supported best practices, neasure program outcones,
and eval uate t he ef fectiveness of out - of -school -ti ne

i nterventions; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois After-school Initiative's task
force report recommended that the General Assenbly extend the
duration of the |Initiative and expand its nenbership and
responsibilities to oversee the inplenentation of t he

Initiative's recommendati ons; and

WHEREAS, In Decenber 2002, Illinois was one of 8 states
recogni zed by a national foundation conmtted to building
strong statewide after-school networks for its efforts to
coordi nate services and reach all interested children and
youth wth after-school prograns, and the foundation has
provi ded financial support to build upon the work begun by

the Illinois After-school Initiative; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that the State Board of
Education and the Departnent of Human Services are directed
to extend the duration of t he I11inois Af t er - school
Initiative, to be renamed the 1llinois After-school
Partnership, until 2006, and that these agencies continue to
co-chair the Partnership and oversee its efforts to inplenent
t he policy recommendat i ons and strategic next steps
identified in the Illinois After-school Initiative's task

force report; and be it further

RESCLVED, That participation in the Illinois After-school
Partnership be expanded beyond the nenbership of the initial
I11inois Af t er - school Initiative to I ncrease t he
representation of parents, youth, foundations, enployers, and
others with experience in education, child care, after-school

and youth developnent services, and crinme and violence
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prevention; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Partnership work diligently with the
private sector to understand the out-of-school-tine needs of
enpl oyed parents and their famlies, and that the Partnership
engage the public and private sectors in building and
sustaining high quality out-of-school-tinme prograns; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That each year, on or before Decenmber 31, the
II'linois After-school Partnership report its progress in
reaching the recomendations set forth in the Illinois
After-school Initiative's task force report to the General

Assenbly and the Governor; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution shal
be delivered to the State Board of Education and the

Departnent of Human Servi ces.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


