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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VHEREAS, The nenbers of +the Senate of the State of
[Ilinois were saddened to Ilearn of the death of Gordon R

Thomas of Springfield on Saturday, March 8, 2003; and

WHEREAS, M. Thomas was born on July 31, 1925 in
Rushville to J. denn and Birdella Reich Thonas; he married

Evel yn Brandt in 1950 in Pleasant Plains; and

WHEREAS, M. Thomas graduated from Brown County High
School in M. Sterling and attended Western I11inois
University in Maconb; he earned a bachelor's degree fromthe
Col l ege of Agriculture at the University of Illinois in 1950;

and

WHEREAS, M. Thomas valiantly served his country during
Wrld War Il in the 11th Arnored Infantry Division of General
Patton's Arny in the Battle of the Bulge in Bastogne,
Bel gium he was later transferred to the 9th Ar Corps in
Cermany; he was discharged on May 26, 1946 hol di ng the rank
of staff sergeant; he was awarded the Purple Heart in the
Arny hospital in Nancy, France and the Good Conduct and

Expert Rifleman nedal s; and

VWHEREAS, M. Thomas worked for Country Conpani es
| nsurance in Jacksonville for two years; he later was a civil
engineer for the Departnment of Transportation, Bureau of
Materials for 30 years; he retired in 1983; he taught an
agriculture class for veterans of the Korean War at Pl easant
Pl ains Hi gh School from 1952 to 1954; he co-owned Brandt
Consol i dated; and he was involved in several agricultural

rel ated enterprises and farm ng; and

VWHEREAS, M. Thomas was an active and energetic nenber of
the comunity and participated in several organizations; he

was a nenber of the Lions Cub, the Order of the Purple
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Heart, the DAV, the Anerican Legion, the Island Bay Yacht
Club, the Sangano Cub, the Jacksonville Country C ub, and
the 1llini Country Cdub; he was an avid duck hunter,

fi sherman, and gol fer; and

WHEREAS, The passing of M. Thomas has been deeply felt
by many, especially his wife, Evelyn; his brother, Jim(wfe,
Rosalie) Thomas; his several nieces, nephews, and cousins;
and Ann and John Charland, Christine and Philip Gizzard, and

Bret WIllianms; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn the passing
of Gordon R Thomas and extend to his famly, friends, and
all  who Iloved him our sincerest condolences; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Gordon R Thomas as a token of our

deepest synpat hy.
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