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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Senate of the Ninety-Third
I1linois General Assenbly are saddened to learn of the tragic
deat hs of 21 young adults and the injury of 50 nore people as
a result of a stanpede in a crowded nightclub on South
M chi gan Avenue in Chicago in the early norning of February

17, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, Survivors and other w tnesses described victins
being tranpl ed as hundreds of patrons trapped on the <club's
second floor struggled to get out after being pani cked by

pepper spray; and

WHEREAS, Wth 21 people confirmed dead at eight hospitals
and the Cook County nedical examner's office, it was the
largest loss of |life in a single incident in Chicago since

the 1979 crash of Flight 191, which killed 273 peopl e; and

VWHEREAS, Those who died in the panic ranged in age from
19 to 43 years of age and their passing will forever alter

the lives of their famlies, friends, and | oved ones; and

WHEREAS, The 21 who died are: Nita Anthony; Robert Brown;
Denetrica Carwell; Bianca Ferguson; Kevin GGayden; Debra
Gll; Danielle Geene; Chanta Jackson; Teresa Johnson- Gordon;
David Jones; Charles Lard; LaTorya MG aw, Antonio Mers;
Ni col e Patterson; Nicole Rainey; DaShand Ray; Damen Riley;
Charita Rhodes; Maurice Robinson; Eazay Rogers; and M chael

W1 son; and

WHEREAS, The Chicago Police and other city officials
continue to investigate the incident to determne what
happened and what steps can be taken to nmake sure such a
devastating tragedy never occurs again in Chicago; therefore,

be it
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RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn the | oss of
life resulting from this tragic event and urge Chicago
officials to conplete a thorough and tinely investigation
into this incident and to take appropriate action to prevent

further simlar tragedies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this preanble and
resolution be presented to the famlies of those who died on
February 17, 2003 as an expression of our sorrow for their

| 0ss.
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