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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BI LL 1963

AMENDMVENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 1963 by replacing
the title with the foll ow ng:

"AN ACT concerni ng consuner advocacy."; and

by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Consuner Advocate Act.

Section 5. Pur pose. The purpose of this Act is to
pronote the health, welfare, and prosperity of all «citizens
of this State by (i) ensuring effective and denocratic
representation of consuners before all regulatory agenci es of
all units of State and | ocal governnment, (ii) providing for
consuner education on regulatory agencies of units of State
and | ocal governnment, and (iii) utilizing any legal neans to
pronote and protect the rights of consunmers. Such purpose
shall be deened a public interest and not a private or
special concern. The policy of the General Assenbly is that
it isinthe public interest to authorize the establishnent,
through the exercise of powers provided in this Act, of an

orderly procedure for devel oping and financing, through the
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use of statutory inserts and residual, unclained funds in
consuner class action suits pursuant to subsection (b) of
Section 2-807 of the Code of Cvil Procedure, the creation of

the Illinois Consuner Advocate.

Section 10. Definitions. As used in this Act:

"Board" means the board of directors of the Illinois
Consuner Advocat e.

"Canpai gn contribution” nmeans a gift, subscription, |oan,
advance, or deposit of noney or anything of value nade for
the purpose of electing a candidate to the board or a
contract, prom se, or agreenent, express or inplied, whether
or not | egal |y enf or ceabl e, to make any canpaign
contribution. The term "canpaign contribution”™ does not
i nclude the value of services provided wthout conpensation
by individuals who volunteer a portion or all of their tinme
on behalf of a candidate or political conmttee or the use of
real or personal property and the cost of invitations, food,
and beverages voluntarily provided by an individual to a
candidate in rendering voluntary personal services on the
i ndi vidual's resi denti al prem ses for candidate-rel ated
activities if the cumul ative value of the activities to the
i ndi vidual on behalf of any candi date does not exceed $100
for any el ection.

"Canpai gn expenditure" neans a pur chase, paynent ,
distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or gift of noney or
anything of value nmade for the purpose of electing a
candi date to the board or a contract, prom se, or agreenent,
express or inplied, whether or not legally enforceable, to
make any canpai gn expendi t ure. The term "canpaign
expendi ture"” does not include the use of real or personal
property and the cost of invitations, food, and beverages
voluntarily provided by an individual to a candidate in

rendering voluntary personal services on the individual's
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residential prem ses for candidate-related activities if the
cunmul ative value of the activities by the individual on
behal f of any candidate does not exceed $100 for any
el ecti on.

"Consuner"” neans any person who uses, purchases, | eases,
or acquires any real or personal property, tangible or
i nt angi bl e goods, services, or credit.

"Consuner transaction" neans a sale, offer for sale, or
attenpt to sell goods or services for cash or credit and not

for resale in the ordinary course of business if a consuner

is a party.

"I CA" nmeans the Illinois Consuner Advocate.

"ICA Drector", "Board director", and "director" nmean any
person duly elected or appointed to the Illinois Consuner

Advocate's board of directors pursuant to this Act, except
where the context otherw se requires.

"Local governnent" means any unit of |ocal governnent in
this State, including but not limted to counties, townships,
and municipalities.

"Menber" neans any person who neets the requirenents for
menbership in the 1CA as set forth in Section 15.

"Person" nmeans any natural person who is over 18 years of
age.

"Political committee" means any commttee, club,
associ ation, or other group of persons that mnakes canpaign
expenditures or receives canpaign contributions during the
year before an election of the board.

"Regul atory agency" neans any gover nient al of fice,
agency, departnent, or conm ssion of the State of Illinois or
any unit of local governnment that regulates, nonitors,
directs, or governs corporations, financial services, or
consuner transactions.

"Regul at ory pr oceedi ng" means any r ul emaki ng,

adjudication, or ancillary proceeding conducted by any
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regul atory agency at the State or |ocal |evel.

"Statutory i nsert"” means any digital or printed
statenent, card, or envel ope and statenent conbination or a
st at enent application, and preaddressed business reply
envel ope used by the ICA to solicit i nformation and
contributions or nenbership fees fromconsuners that expl ains
the purpose, history, nature, activities, achievenents, and

menbership criteria of the | CA

Section 15. Illinois Consuner Advocate; formation and
menber shi p.

(a) There is created a public body corporate and politic
to be known as the Illinois Consunmer Advocate. The | CA shal
be a nonprofit corporation, and shall not issue any shares of
stock or other securities or pay any dividends. The I CA shal
be subject to the provisions of this Act. The nmain office of
the I CA shall be located in Chicago, IIlinois.

(b) The ICA shall be a private corporation and shal
not, for any purpose, be <considered to be a departnent,
agency, or instrunentality of the State of Illinois. An
of ficer or enployee of the ICA shall not, for any purposes,

be considered to be an officer or enployee of the State of

I111inois.
(c) The ICA may establish |ocal offices, as needed, in
any of the several counties of the State of Illinois.

(d) Except as provided in this Act, the affairs of the
| CA shall be regulated as determned in the bylaws of the
| CA.

(e) Any consunmer who has submtted a nenbership form and
has contributed nenbership dues to the ICA in the preceding
12 nonths shall be nmenber of the ICA A nenber may resign
from nmenbership at any tine.

(f) The I1CA shall, at the request of any nenber, provide

a current list of menbers residing in the requesting nmenber's
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district. Such list shall 1include the nanes and current
addresses of nenbers within such district and may be used by
the requesting nenber only for the purpose of gathering the
information required to secure a nomnation to the ICA board
of directors as set out in Section 70.

(g) Notw thstanding any other provision of this Act or
any other provisions of law, if the ICA does not receive
contributions fromat |east 10,000 consuners |located in this
State within 3 years of the effective date of this Act, the
| CA shal | be dissol ved.

(h) The nenbership of the ICA shall consist solely of
i ndi vi dual s who:

(1) are 18 years of age or ol der; and
(2) have contributed the required annual nenbership
fee to the I CA

(1) Until the end of the 180-day period beginning on the
date of the first election of directors, t he annual
menbership fee of the ICA shall be $5. After the end of that
180-day period, the ICA nmay, by vote of +the board of
directors, alter the annual nenbership fee. The board of
directors shall adopt a reduced fee structure, offering
reduced-cost nenbership fees for | owinconme popul ati ons and
senior citizens.

(j) The ICA shall not make any contributions to any
political candidate or party or to any national or State
political commttee, as defined in Sections 9-1.7 through
9-1.9 of the Election Code, or participate in or intervene in
any political canpaign on behalf of or in opposition to any

candi date for public office.

Section 20. Board.
(a) The ICA shall be managed by, and its powers,
functions, and duties shall be exercised through a board to

be conposed as provided in this Section.
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(b) The Illinois Consuner Advocate districts shall be
divided into 2 groups for the purpose of establishing terns
for which the Directors shall be elected in each group. One
group shall be conprised of the even nunbered Congressional
Districts. The odd nunbered Congressional Districts shal
conprise the other group

(1) The InterimBoard, within 60 days after the
appointnment of all of its nenbers, shall neet and
publicly by lot determ ne which group shall be the first
group and which group shall be the second. The board
menbers or their successors fromthe first group shall be
elected for successive terns of 2 years, 2 years, and 4
years; and nenbers or their successors from the second
group shall be elected for successive terns of 4 years, 2
years, and 2 years.

(2) The first election of directors of the board
shall be held no later than April 30, 2004. Subsequent
elections of directors of the board shall be held on
March 31 of each election year. If March 31 falls on a
weekend or holiday, the election shall occur on the next
busi ness day follow ng March 31.

(3) Interimand el ected board nenbers shall serve
until their successors are elected and have qualified.

(4) In the year follow ng each decenni al census and
within 45 days after the redistricted Congressional
Districts are enacted, the board shall allocate terns
between the 2 groups of districts publicly by lot as
provi ded in paragraph (1). Board nenbers or their
successors fromthe first group shall be elected for
successive ternms of 2 years, 4 years, and 4 years; and
menbers or their successors fromthe second group shal
be elected for successive terns of 4 years, 4 years, and
2 years.

(c) A director shall be a resident of the district he or
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she represents and nenber of the ICA. No person who is an
enpl oyee in any nmanagerial or supervisory capacity, director,
officer, or agent or who is a nmenber of the imediate famly
of any such enployee or director is eligible to be a
director. No director may hold any el ected public office in
I1linois, be a candidate for any Illinois elected public
office, be a State public official, or be enployed in a
governnmental position exenpt fromthe Personnel Code.

(d) No director or nmenber of his or her imediate famly
shall, either directly or indirectly, be enployed for
conpensation as a staff nenber or consultant of the I CA

(e) The board shall hold regular neetings at |east once
every 3 nonths on such dates and at such places as it may
determ ne. Special neetings nmay be called by the president or
by a mgjority of the directors upon at |east 7 days advance
witten notice. Unless otherwi se provided in the bylaws, a
majority of the board of directors shall constitute a quorum
provided, that in no event shall a quorumconsist of |ess
than one-third of the board of directors. An act of the
majority of the directors present at a neeting at which a
quorumis present shall be an act of the board of directors,
unl ess the act of a greater nunber is required by this Act or
byl aws. A summary of the m nutes of every board neeting shal
be made available to each public library in the State upon
request and to individuals upon request.

(f) A director may not receive any conpensation for his

or her services but shall be reinbursed for necessary
expenses, i ncl udi ng travel expenses, incurred in the
di scharge of duties. The board shall establish standard

al l onances for mleage, room and neals and the purposes for
whi ch such al |l owances may be made and shall determne the
reasonabl eness and necessity for such reinbursenents. The
board shall include the schedule of such standard all owances

inits annual report.


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


N

© 00 N o o b~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

- 8- LRBO93 08529 LRD 14301 a

(g) Directors and enployees eligible to disburse funds

shal | be bonded. The I CA shall pay the costs of such bonds.

t he

Section 25. Duties of directors. The board shall have
foll ow ng duties:

(1) To establish the policy of the I CA regarding
appearances before regulatory agenci es, | egi slative
bodi es, and other public authorities and regardi ng ot her
activities that the ICA has the authority to perform
under this Act.

(2) To enploy an executive director who shall have
the foll owm ng powers and duties, subject at all tines to
the direction and supervision of the board:

(A) To inplenent the policy established by the

board under item (1).

(B) To enploy and discharge enployees of the

(C© To supervise the offices, facilities, and
wor k of the enployees of the | CA

(D) To have custody of and maintain the books,
records, and nmenbership rolls of the I CA under this
Act .

(E) To prepare and submt to the board annual
and quarterly statenents of the financial and
substantive operations of the I1CA and financial
estimates for the future operations of the ICA

(F) To attend and participate in neetings of
t he board, but w thout a vote.

(G To file annually with the board a current
financial statement that includes the information
requi red under Section 70.

(H To exercise such other powers and to
perform such other duties as the board del egates.

(3) To hold an annual neeting of the nenbership on


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

W W W N N N D N N N DD DNN PP P PP, PR PP
N B O © 00 N OO0 O W N P O © 00 N o oA wWwN L, O

33

- 9- LRBO93 08529 LRD 14301 a

a date and at a place within the State to be determ ned
by the board under Section 45.

(4) To assure preparation of:

(A) Up-to-date nenbership rolls.

(B) Quarterly statenents of the financial and
subst antive operations of the |CA

(©O An audit of the ICA s books at | east once
each fiscal year. The audit shall be by a certified
publ i c account ant.

(D) An annual report of the ICA s financial
and substantive operations. The |ICA shall prepare
the report at the close of the fiscal year and shal
make the report available to each of its nenbers and
to nenbers of the news nedia who request it. It
shal |l al so make the report available to each |ibrary
in the State that requests it and to individuals
upon request.

(5) To establish and nake available to the public a
witten policy on the availability and distribution of
all records required to be kept by the [ICA under this
Act .

(6) To pr epare menber shi p appl i cations and
distribute such applications in sufficient anbunts or in
machi ne copyable formto every library system as defined
in Section 2 of The Illinois Library System Act, so as to
all ow such library systens to distribute the applications
to all of the public libraries throughout the State,
wher efrom consuners may obtain the applications to submt
to the 1CA, wth annual dues, for nenbership.

(7) To carry out al | ot her duties and
responsi bilities inposed upon the | CA and the board under

this Act.

Section 30. Director statenment of financial interest.
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Every director shall file annually with the board a current
financial statenent, which includes the information required

under Section 70.

Section 35. Executive di rector: qual i fications;
appoi nt nent .

(a) The executive director hired by the board under
Section 25 shall have the sane qualifications as a director
under Section 70, except that the executive director need not
be a resident of this State or a nenber of the I1CA The
executive director may not be a candidate for director while
serving as executive director.

(b) To hire the executive director under Section 25, the
board shall adhere to any applicable State and federal |aws
prohi biting discrimnation in enploynent.

(c) The board shall require all applicants for the
position of executive director of the ICAto file a financial
statenent, which includes the information required under
Section 70. The board shall require the executive director to

file a current statenment annually.

Section 40. Annual nmenbership neeting. Al nmenbers shal
be eligible to attend, participate in, and vote in the annual
menbership neeting called by the board under item(3) of
Section 25. The neeting shall be open to the public and shal
be held in different districts on a rotating basis. Each year
a neeting shall be held in each board district for the
menbers of that district. Such menbers shall receive notice

of that neeting at |east 14 days in advance.

Section 45. Authorization of appropriations. There is to
be appropriated, for the purpose of establishing the |1CA
$500,000 for the fiscal year ending one year after the date

of enactnment of this Act.
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Section 50. Contributions and f undi ng; pr ohi bi t ed
practices.

(a) Notwthstanding anything to the contrary in this
Act, the ICA has the authority to solicit and accept
contributions. Furthernore, the ICAis authorized to accept
funds pursuant to subsection (b) of Section 2-807 of the Code
of Gvil Procedure.

(b) Notw thstanding subsection (a), no person may offer
or give anything of nonetary value to any director, enployee,
or agent of the ICAif the gift or offer influences, or is
i nt ended to influence, the action or judgnment of the
director, enployee, or agent of the I1CA in his or her
capacity as director, enployee, or agent of the |ICA

(c) No director, enployee, or agent of the |ICA may
solicit or accept anything of nonetary value fromany person
if the solicitation or acceptance influences, or is intended
to influence, the official action or judgnent of t he
director, enployee, or agent in his or her capacity as
director, enployee, or agent of the |ICA

(d) Any person who knowingly and willfully violates this
Section may be fined not nore than $1,000, inprisoned not
nore than 6 nonths, or both.

(e) The board shall renove from office any director

convi cted under this Section and shall fill such office.

Section 55. Duties and powers of the |ICA
(a) In addition to other duties inposed under this Act,
the I CA has the duty:

(1) to inform educate, and advise consuners about
the actions of entities subject to this Act;

(2) to represent and pronote the interests of
consuners col l ectively, and when necessary, to negotiate
on behalf of consuners wth entities subject to this

Act ;
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(3) to establish the policy of the ICA regarding
appear ances before regul atory agencies, legislative
bodi es, and other public authorities and regarding other
activities that the ICA has the authority to do under
this Act;

(4) to take affirmative actions to encour age
menbership by | owincone and noderate-inconme and mnority
consuners and to dissemnate information and advice to
consuners;

(5 to inform insofar as possible, consunmers about
the mssion and purpose of the [ICA including t he
procedures necessary to becone a nenber of the | CA

(6) to nonitor the availability and quality of
financial or shareholder services to |owincone and
noder at e-i ncome constituencies and the elderly; and

(7) to develop data to assist consunmers in nmaking
i nformed deci sions in the marketpl ace.

(b) In addition to the rights, duties, and powers
provided by other provisions of this Act, the I CA shall have
all the powers necessary or convenient for the effective
representation and protection of the interests of consuners
and to inplenment this Act, including the follow ng powers in
addition to all other powers granted by this Act.

(1) To nmake, anmend, and repeal bylaws and rules for
the regulation of its affairs and the conduct of its
busi ness; to adopt an official seal and alter it at its
pl easure; to maintain an office; to sue and be sued in
its own nane; plead and be inpleaded; and to mneke and
execute contracts and other instrunents necessary or
convenient to the exercise of the powers of the |ICA

(2) To enploy such agents, enployees, and special
advi sors as it finds necessary and to fix their
conpensati on.

(3) To initiate or intervene as a party or
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otherwi se participate on behalf of consuners in any
proceedi ng that the | CA reasonably determ nes affects the
interests of consuners.

(4) To represent the interests of consuners before
regul atory agencies, legislative bodies, courts of |aw,
and ot her public foruns.

(5 To sue on behalf of any nenber, group of
menbers, or all nenbers for judicial relief, including
damages, in any court of conpetent jurisdiction in regard
to any matter that the | CA reasonably determines affects
the interests of consuners.

(6) To represent the interests of corporations,
uni ncor porated businesses, and associ ati ons bef ore
regul atory agencies, legislative bodies, courts of |aw,
and ot her public foruns where such representation is in
the interests of consuners.

(7) To conduct, support, and assist research,
surveys, and investigations in matters the | CA reasonably
determ nes affect the interests of consumers.

(8 To contract for services that cannot be
reasonably perfornmed by the CA' s own enpl oyees.

(9) To establish annual dues, which shall be set at
a | evel that provides sufficient funding for the
corporation to effectively performits powers and duties
and is affordable for as many consuners as i s possible.

(10) To inplenment solicitation for I CA funding and
menber shi p.

(11) To seek tax-exenpt status wunder State and
federal law, including 501(c)(3) status under the United
States Internal Revenue Code.

(c) The ICA shall, to the extent consistent wth this
have all the rights and powers generally accorded to and

subject to duties generally inposed upon nonprofit

corporations by the laws of this State.
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(d) The ICA shall be deenmed to have an i nt er est
sufficient to obtain judicial review or enforcenent in any
court of conpetent jurisdiction of any regul atory decision or
other regulatory action that the ICA reasonably determ nes
may affect the interests of consuners.

(e) The I1CA shall mnmake available to the public any of
the foll owi ng docunents prepared or filed by the ICA wthin
the preceding 7 years: mnutes of the board of directors
nmeetings; directors' or executive directors’ fi nanci al
statenents; candidates statenents; quarterly statenents; and

annual reports of the I CA

Section 60. Statutory Inserts.

(a) To acconplish its powers and duties under Section
40, the ICA, subject to the followwng Ilimtations, may
prepare and furnish to any unit of State or |ocal governnent
or subdivision thereof ("governnmental units"), an enclosure
to be included with a mailing by that unit.

(1) A governnental uni t, furni shed W th an
encl osure, shall include the enclosure within the mailing
designated by the I CA

(2) An enclosure furnished by the ICA under this
Section shall be provided to the governnmental wunit a
reasonabl e period of tinme in advance of the mailing.

(3) An enclosure furnished by the |ICA under this
Section shall be limted to informng the reader of the
purpose, nature, and activities of the ICA as set forth
inthis Act and inform ng the reader that he or she my
become a nenber in the ICA maintain nenbership in the
| CA, and contribute noney to the I CA directly.

(b) The I CA shall reinburse each governnental wunit for
all reasonable incremental costs incurred by the governnental
unit in conplying with this Section in addition to the

governnental unit's normal mailing and handling costs,
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provi ded that:

(1) the governnental wunit furnishes the ICAin
advance with an item zed accounting of such additional
cost; and

(2) the ICA is not required to reinburse the
governnmental unit for postage costs if the weight of the
| CA's encl osure does not exceed 0.35 ounces. If the ICA's
encl osure exceeds that weight, then it shall only be
required to reinburse the governnental unit for postage
cost over and above what the governnental unit's postage
cost would have been had the encl osure wei ghed only 0.35

ounces.

Section 65. Appointnent of interimboard of directors.

(a) Wthin 90 days after the effective date of this Act,
an interimboard of directors shall be appointed. The Board
shall consist of 11 nenbers. The CGovernor shall appoint 3
menbers. The President of the Senate, the Speaker of the

House, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, and the Mnority

Leader of the House shall each appoint 2 nmenbers. The
appoi ntees shall reflect the geographical diversity of this
State and shall include representation frommnority groups,

| ow-i nconme persons, |abor organizations, business, wonen, and
senior citizens. No interim director appointed under this
Section may hold an elective position, be a candidate for any
el ective position, or be a State public official.
(b) The interim board appointed under this Section
shal | :
(1) As soon as possible after appointnent, organize
for the transaction of business.
(2) Informthe consunmers of this State of the
exi stence, nature, and purposes of the I CA and encourage
consuners to join the ICA to participate in the ICA' s

activities, and to contribute to the |ICA
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(3) Establish annual dues to be in effect wuntil
such tinme as an elected board assumes the duty as
provided in Section 55.

(4) Elect officers as provided under Section 70.

(5) Enploy such staff as the interimdirectors deem
necessary to carry out the purposes of this Section. The
interim board appointed under this Section shall follow
the procedures required under this Act if it hires an
executive director of the ICA

(6) Mke all necessary preparations for the first
el ection of directors, oversee the election canpaign, and
tally the votes under Section 70.

(7) Solicit funds for the ICA

(8 Carry out all other duties and exercise al
other powers accorded to the board under this Act

i ncluding the powers given to the I CA under Section 60.

Section 70. Board nenbership; eligibility.
(a) To be eligible for election to the board, a
candi dat e nust:

(1) Meet the qualifications for directors under
Section 20.

(2) Submt to the board a statenent of financial
interests and a statenent of personal background and
positions.

(3) Make t he affirmation under item (5) of
subsection (b).

(4) File a statenent of candidacy with the Board.
(b) A candidate for election to the board shall submt

to the board, not later than 60 days prior to the election, a
statenent of financial interests upon a form provided by the
board. The statenment of financial interests shall include the
foll ow ng information:

(1) The occupation, enployer, and position at the
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pl ace of enploynent of the candidate and of his or her

i medi ate fam |y nenbers.

(2) Alist of all corporate directorships or other
offices and of all fiduciary relationships held in the
past 3 years by the candidate and by his or her inmmediate
fam |y menbers.

(3) The nanme of any creditor to whomthe candi date
or a menber of the candidate's immediate famly owes
$10, 000 or nore.

(4) The nane of any corporation in which the
candi date holds a security, the current nmarket value of
which is $5,000 or nore.

(5) An affirmation, subject to penalty of perjury,
that the information contained in the statenent of
financial interests, is true and conpl ete.

(c) A candidate for election to the board shall submt
to the board, not later than 60 days prior to the el ection,
on a formto be provided by the board, a statenent concerning
his or her personal background and positions on issues
relating to the operations of the |ICA The statenent shal
contain an affirmation, subject to penalty of perjury, that
t he candi dat e nmeets the qualifications prescribed for
directors in Section 20.

(d) Candidates shall be subject to t he fol |l ow ng
restrictions:

(1) No candidate nmy accept nore than $200 in
canpaign contributions from any person or political
commttee fromone year before the date of an election
t hrough the date of the election.

(2) Each candidate for election to the board shal
keep conplete records of all contributions to his or her
canpai gn of $25 of nore fromone year before the date of
an el ection through the date of the election and, at the

board's request, shall rmake such records available for
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i nspection by the board.

(3) As a condition of receiving the benefits of the
board's mailing under subsection (e), a candidate for
election to the board shall agree in witing to incur no
nore than $2,500 in canpai gn expenditures from the tine
he or she commences circulation of petitions for
nom nation or from 4 nonths prior to the election,
whi chever is earlier, through the date of the el ection.

(4) Each candidate for election to the board shal
keep conplete records of his or her canpai gn expenditures
and, at the board's request, shall mke such records
avai |l abl e for inspection by the board.

(5 No earlier than 14 days and no later than 8
days preceding the election and no earlier than 21 days
and no later than 30 days after the election, each
candidate for election to the board shall submt to the
board, on a form provided by the board, an accurate
statenment of his or her canpaign contributions, swearing
that he or she has fully conplied with the requirenents
of this subsection.

(6) No candidate for election to the board may use
any canpaign contribution for any purpose except for
canpai gn expenditures. Any canpaign contribution not
expended shall be donated, no later than 90 days after
t he el ecti on, to t he ICA or to any charitable
organi zation at the option of the candi date.

(e) The board shall mail or distribute to each nenber's

address on file with the |CA not sooner than 30 and not

| ater than 10 days before the date fixed for the election:

(1) An official ballot listing all candidates for
director from the nenber's district who satisfy the
requi renents of subsection (a). The board shall include
with the ballot each candidate's statenent of financi al

interests submtted under subsection (D).
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(2) The statenent by each candidate for election to
the board of personal background and positions as
requi red under subsection (c), if +the candidate has
agreed in witing to limt his or her canpai gn
expendi tures under item (3) of subsection (d).

(f) Each nmenmber may vote in the election by returning
his or her official ballot in person or by first class mail,
properly marked, to the ballot return |ocation designated by
the 1CA Ballots returned to the |location designated by the
| CA nust be postmarked on or before the date fixed for the
el ection or nust be received at the ballot return |ocation
designated by the ICA on or before the date fixed for the
el ection. Voting shall be by secret ballot.

(g) The board shall tally votes wth all reasonable
speed and shall informthe nmenbership pronptly of the nanes
of the candi dates el ected.

(h) For each district the board shall certify, within 30
days of the election, the candidate elected to the board if
t he candi date has the nost votes in the district and if he or
she has conplied with this Section.

(1) If a vacancy in nomnation occurs because no
candi date has filed a statenent of candi dacy, the board, by a
majority of those voting, shall appoint a nenber of the I|CA
who resides in the district where the vacancy exists to be
t he candi dat e.

(j) If the candidate with the nost votes dies, declines
to serve, or resigns fromcandidacy prior to being certified
under subsection (h), or for any other reason is not
certified under subsection (h), the office for which the
candidate ran shall be vacant and shall be filled by the
board as provided in this Act.

(k) If a vacancy on the Board occurs with nore than 12
months remaining in the term the Board shall set a date for

a special election for the district for the purpose of
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electing a director to serve out the termof the vacant
of fice and shall so notify every nenber in the district. The
el ection may not be less than 2 nonths nor nore than 4 nonths
after such notification. An election under this Section shal
be conducted in the sanme manner as other elections of
directors are conducted. The seat shall remain vacant iif 12
nmonths or less remain in the term

(I') The board may prescribe rules for the conduct of
el ections and el ection canpai gns not inconsistent wth this

Act .

Section 75. Expenses. All expenses of the ICA incurred
in carrying out this Act shall be payable solely from the
funding as provided wunder this Act and no liability may be
incurred by the I CA beyond the extent to which noneys have
been provided under this Act except that, for the purposes of
meeting the necessary expenses of postage, preparing and
printing the enclosure, initial organization and operation of
the ICA for the period commencing on the effective date of
this Act and continuing until the first election of the board
of directors under Section 70, the |ICA or any individual may
borrow such noneys as it requires, including noneys that may
be | oaned by the Departnment of Commerce and Conmunity Affairs
or its successor agency from funds appropriated for that
purpose by law. Such noneys borrowed by the ICA or any
i ndividual shall subsequently be repaid wth appropriate
i nterest over a reasonable period of time. Loans nade by the
Departnent of Commerce and Conmunity Affairs shall be repaid

within 24 nonths fromthe date the | oan i s nade.

Section 80. Dissolution. The I1CA may dissolve or be
di ssol ved under the General Not for Profit Corporation Act of
1986.
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Section 85. No conflict with the Ctizens Utility Board.
This Act does not authorize the ICAto represent consuners in
matters that properly fall under the jurisdiction of the
Citizens Uility Board, as set out in the Ctizens Uility
Board Act.

Section 90. Construction.

(a) This Act, being necessary for the welfare of the
State and its inhabitants, shall be I|iberally construed to
give effect to its purposes.

(b) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limt the
right of any person to initiate, intervene in, or otherw se
participate in any regulatory agency proceeding or court
action, nor to require any petition or notification to the
ICA as a condition precedent to the exercise of such right,
nor to relieve any regulatory agency or court of any
obligation, nor to affect its di scretion to perm t
intervention or participation by any person in any proceedi ng

or action.".
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