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AN ACT relating to education.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

esented in the CGeneral Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

ion 2-3.71 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/2-3.71) (fromCh. 122, par. 2-3.71)

Sec. 2-3.71. Grants for preschool educational and

rel ated nodel research-training prograns.

(a) Preschool program

(1) The State Board of Education shall inplenent
and admnister a grant program under the provisions of
this subsection (a) which shall consist of grants to
public school districts to conduct preschool educational
progranms for children ages 3 to 5 which include a parent
education conponent. A public school district which
receives grants under this subsection may subcontract
wth a private school, not-for-profit corporation or
ot her gover nient al agency to conduct a preschool
educati onal program Except as otherwise provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, all teachers
of such prograns shall (i) hold early childhood teaching
certificates issued wunder Article 21, or (ii) hold
el ementary certificates issued under Article 21 with
ki ndergarten or preschool experience, or (iii) hold
baccal aureate degrees in child devel opnent, or (iv) neet
the requirenents for supervising a day care center under
the Child Care Act of 1969, as anended.

(2) After Decenber 31, 1989, any persons newy
hired to teach in the program authorized pursuant to this
subsection shall hold the certification required pursuant

to subparagraphs (i), (ii) or (iii) of paragraph (1) of
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this subsection

(3) After July 1, 1998, any teacher in the program
authorized by this subsection shall hold an early
chi |l dhood teaching certificate.

(4) The State Board of Education shall provide the
primary source of funding through appropriations for this
program Except as otherw se provided in subsection (b),
such funds shall be distributed for the benefit of
children who because of their hone and comunity
environnent are subject to such |[|anguage, cultural,
econom c and |ike disadvantages that they have been
determned as a result of screening procedures to be at
risk of academc failure. Such screening procedures
shal |l be based on criteria established by the State Board
of Educati on.

(5) The State Board of Education shall devel op and
provi de evaluation tools, including tests, that school
districts may use to evaluate children for schoo
readi ness prior to age 5. The State Board of Education
shal|l require school districts to obtain consent fromthe
parents or guardians of children before any eval uations
are conduct ed. The State Board of Education shal
encourage |local school districts to eval uat e t he
popul ation of preschool children in their districts and
provi de preschool programs, pursuant to this subsection,
wher e appropri ate.

(6) The State Board of Education shall report to
the General Assenbly by July 1, 1989 and every 3 years
thereafter, on the results and progress of students who
were enrolled in pr eschool educat i onal pr ogr ans,
i ncluding an assessnment of which prograns have been nost
successf ul in pronoti ng academ c excel | ence and
alleviating academc failure. The State Board of

Education shall assess the academc progress of al
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students who have been enrolled in preschool educational

progr ans.

(b) Up to 5% of the anmpbunts annually appropriated for
pur poses of preschool educational prograns under this Section
may be used by the State Board of Education for grants to
school districts and public and private institutions of
hi gher education to establish and inpl enent coordi nated nodel
prograns which include both a research conponent in early
chi | dhood devel opnent and psychol ogy and a personnel training
conponent in preferred teaching nmethodol ogies in effective
preschool educational prograns. The State Board of Education
shall by rule establish criteria for the content, objectives
and manner of inplenenting nodel programs which may qualify
for grant awards wunder this subsection. Such criteria may
i ncl ude considerations of the ability of a proposed nodel
program to serve children from preschool and early chil dhood
age groupings, including children therefromwho are or may
not be at risk, and of the ability of the proposed nodel
programto incorporate program site student teaching, for
early childhood certification purposes, of the <children
actually served by the nodel program The State Board of
Education shall establish standards within its rules for the
form of grant applications submtted under this subsection
and for evaluating those applications against the qualifying
criteria established as provided in this subsection for nodel
program content, objectives and inpl enentation.

( Sour ce: P.A. 86-316; 86-400; 86-1028; 87-141; 87-515;
87-895.)
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