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AN ACT concerning health care.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

esented in the CGeneral Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Act on Aging is anended by addi ng

ion 8.08 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 105/8.08 new)
Sec. 8.08. Medassi st board.

(a) Declaration and purpose.

(1) The General Assenbly hereby declares that the

rising cost of prescription nedications has inposed a

significant hardship on individuals who are on limted

budget s and who possess no insurance coverage for

prescription nedications. AS a consequence, a Serious

public health concern in the State has resulted. It is

the public policy of the State to assi st persons in need

of prescription nedications for the nmaintenance or

restoration of their health.

(2) The purpose of this Act is (i) to award grants

to organi zations for the purpose of assisting individuals

in accessing free and discounted prescription prograns

offered by pharmaceuti cal manufacturers and others: (ii)

to explore, devel op, and inplenent innovative strategies

for the purpose of mnmanaging the rising costs of

prescription medi cati ons and increasing access to

prescription nedications by individuals with an inability

to pay for them and (iii) to conpile dat a and

i nformati on regar di ng t he cost s of prescription

medi cations and rel ated matters.

(b) 1llinois Medassist Board. There is hereby created

I1linois Medassi st Board. The Board shall be chaired by
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the Director of Aging and in addition shall include the

Director of Public Aid, the Secretary of Hunman Services, the

Director of Central Managenent Services, the Conptroller, the

Treasurer, and the Director of Public Health. The Board shal

also include 4 public nenbers appointed by the Director of

Agi ng. The public nenbers shall serve 3-year terns and may be

re-appointed for an unlinmted nunber of terns.

(c) Responsibilities of the Board.

(1) The responsibilities of the Board include, but

are not limted to, the following: (i) coordinating and

pronoting services of organizations throughout the State

t hat assi st i ndi vi dual s in accessing prescription

medi cations offered for free or at reduced prices by

phar maceuti cal manuf acturers in order to ensure that

citizens in all parts of the State have access to

prescription drugs; (ii) seeking and receiving funds that

may available from private and public sources for

prescription nedication assi st ance; (iii) awar di ng

grants, pursuant to avail able appropriations and ot her

funds recei ved for purposes of this Section, to comunity

or statewi de organi zations for the purpose of assisting

individuals in accessing free and di scount prescription

prograns offered by pharnaceutical manuf acturers and

others; (iv) providing technical assistance and training

to help build the capacity of communities, organi zations,

and syst ens to devel op, i mpl enent, and evaluate

prescription nedication assistance prograns; and (V)

notifying the public of prograns that offer assistance to

qualified individuals to obtain prescription nedications

for free or at reduced prices.

(2) The Board may use a reasonabl e anobunt of funds

fromthe Medassi st Fund for costs associated with the

adm nistration of this Section. The chairperson of the

Board may appoi nt an Executive Director or contract wth
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a not-for-profit or other agency for any or all of these

adm ni strati ve functi ons.

(d) Medassi st Fund. The Medassist Fund is created as a

special fund in the State Treasury into which funds received

fromprivate, State, or federal sources specifically for

prescription nedicati on assi stance may be deposited, and from

which funds shall be appropriated by the General Assenbly to

the Illinois Medassi st Board.

Section 10. The State Finance Act is anended by adding

Section 5.595 as foll ows:

(30 ILCS 105/5.95 new)
Sec. 5.595. The Medassi st Fund.
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