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AN ACT concerning recreational trails.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Recreational Trails of Illinois Act is

anended by changi ng Section 15 as foll ows:

(20 ILCS 862/ 15)

Sec. 15. Of-H ghway Vehicle Trails Fund.

(a) The Of-H ghway Vehicle Trails Fund is created as a
special fund in the State treasury. Money from federal
State, and private sources may be deposited into the Fund.
Fines assessed by the Departnent of Natural Resources for
citations issued to off-highway vehicle operators shall be
deposited into the Fund. Al interest accrued on the Fund
shal | be deposited into the Fund.

(b) Al nmoney in the Fund shall be wused, subject to
appropriation, by the Departnent for the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) Gants for construction of off-highway vehicle
recreational trails on county, nunicipal, other units of
| ocal governnent, or private |ands where a recreational
need for the construction is shown.

(2) Gants for maintenance and construction of
of f- hi ghway vehicle recreational trails on federal | ands,
where permtted by | aw

(3) Gants for devel opnent of off-highway vehicle
trail -side facilities in accordance wth criteria
approved by the National Recreational Trails Advisory
Commi ttee.

(4) Gants for acquisition of property fromwlling
sellers for off-highway vehicle recreational trails when
the objective of a trail cannot be acconplished by other

nmeans.
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(5 Gants for developnent of urban off-highway
vehicle trail |inkages near homes and workpl aces.

(6) Gants for maintenance of existing off-highway
vehicle recreational trails, including the groom ng and
mai nt enance of trails across snow.

(7) Gants for restoration of areas damaged by
usage of off-highway vehicle recreational trails and back
country terrain.

(8 Gants for provi si on of features t hat
facilitate the access and use of off-highway vehicle
trails by persons with disabilities.

(9) Gants for acquisition of easenent s for
of f-hi ghway vehicle trails or for trail corridors.

(10) Gants for a rider education and safety
progr am

(11) Admnistration, enforcenent, planning, and
i npl ementation of this Act and Sections 11-1426 and
11-1427 of the Illinois Vehicle Code.

O the noney used fromthe Fund for the purposes set
forth in this subsection, at |east 60% shall be allocated for
motorized recreation. The Departnent shall establish, by
rule, measures to verify that recipients of noney from the
Fund conply with the specified conditions for the use of the
noney.

(c) The Departnment may not use the noney from the Fund
for the foll ow ng purposes:

(1) Condemation of any kind of interest in
property.

(2) Construction of any recreational trail on
National Forest System l|land for notorized uses unless
those | ands have been allocated for wuses other than
wi | derness by an approved forest Iland and resource
managenent plan or have been rel eased to uses other than

wi | derness by an Act of Congress, and the construction is
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ot herwi se consistent with the managenent direction in the
approved | and and resource managenent plan.

{3)--Constructton-of -nptortzed--reecreational--trails
on- Depar t rent - owned- or - managed- | and-

(d) The Depart nment shal | establish a program to
adm nister grants fromthe Fund to units of |ocal governnent,
not-for-profit organi zations, and other groups to operate,
mai ntai n, and acquire land for off-highway vehicle parks that
are open and accessible to the public.

(Source: P.A 90-287, eff. 1-1-98.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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