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AN ACT in relation to public aid.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois Public Aid Code is anended by

changing Section 11-4 as foll ows:

(305 ILCS 5/11-4) (fromCh. 23, par. 11-4)

Sec. 11-4. Applications; assi stance in maeki ng
applications. An application for public assistance shall be
deened an application for all such benefits to which any

person may be entitled except to the extent that the
applicant expressly declines in witing to apply for
particular benefits. The Illinois Departnent shall provide
information in witing about all benefits provided under this
Code to any person seeking public assistance. The Illinois
Department shall also provide information in witing and
orally to all applicants about an election to have financial
aid deposited directly in a recipient's savings account or
checking account or in any electronic benefits account or
accounts as provided in Section 11-3.1, to the extent that
those elections are actually available, including information
on any prograns admnistered by the State Treasurer to
facilitate or encourage the distribution of financial aid by
direct deposit or electronic benefits transfer. The Illinois
Departnment shall determine the applicant's eligibility for
cash assi stance, nedical assistance and food stanps unless
the applicant expressly declines in witing to apply for
particul ar benefits. The Illinois Departnent shall adopt
policies and procedures to facilitate tinmely changes between
prograns that result fromchanges in categorical eligibility
factors.

The County departnents, |ocal governnental units and the
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I[1linois Departnent shall assist applicants for public
assistance to properly conplete their applications. Such
assi stance shall include, but not be limted to, assistance
in securing evidence in support of their eligibility.

The Departnent of Public Aid shall devel op and i npl enent

procedures, to take effect January 1, 2004, to al | ow

community providers, schools, service agencies, enployers,

| abor unions, local chanbers of commerce, and reliaqious

organi zations to assist in enrolling adults and famlies in

prograns under Article V of this Code and under t he

Children's Health | nsurance Program Act.

(Source: P.A 88-232.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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