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AN ACT in relation to juries.

1t f Be it enacted by the People of the State of

II'linois, represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Counties Code is anended by adding

Section 4-11003 as foll ows:

(55 I'LCS 5/4-11003 new)
Sec. 4-11003. Lengthy Trial Fund.

(a) The Suprene Court shall establish a Lengthy Tri al

Fund that shall be used to provide full wage replacenment or

wage supplenentation to jurors who serve on petit juries in

civil litigation, for which a jury trial has been requested,

after the 10th day of jury service.

(1) The court rul es shal | provide for the

(A) The selection and appointment of an

Adm ni strator for the fund;

(B) Procedures for its admnistration that

provide that nonies in the Fund shall be used to

make wage repl acement or wage supplenentation as

provided in this Section to jurors participating on

juries in trials where jury service extends 11 days

or | onger and to recover all the costs of

adm ni stering the Fund, i ncl udi ng paynent s of

salaries of the Adninistrator and other necessary

(C) The accounting, auditing, and investnent

of nmoney in the Lengthy Trial Fund in accordance

with State |law pertaining to sinmlar funds; and

(D) The inclusion of a report by the Suprene

Court of Illinois on the admnistration of the

Lengthy Trial Fund in its annual report on the
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j udi ci al branch, setting forth the npney coll ected

for and di sbursed fromthe Fund.

(b) Notwithstanding any other conmpensation or f ees

payabl e under the laws of this State, each trial court in the

State shall collect from each attorney who files a civi

case, unless otherw se exenpted under the provisions of this

Section, a fee of $20 per case to be paid into the Lengthy

Trial Fund. A lawer will be deened to have "filed a case" at

the tine the first pleading or other filing on which an

i ndi vi dual lawer's nane appears is subnitted to the court

for filing and opens a new case. Al such fees shall be

forwarded to the Adnministrator of the Lengthy Trial Fund for

(c) The Adnministrator shall use the fees deposited in

the Lengthy Trial Fund to pay supplenmental or full wage

repl acenent to jurors whose enpl oyers' pay less than ful

reqular wages when the period of jury service reaches the

11th day and thereafter.

(d) The court may pay repl acenent or supplenental wages

of up to $500 per day per juror. This wage repl acenent or

suppl enentation shall be granted in addi tion to any

rei nbhursenents for expenses or other paynents a juror nay

receive in accordance with State | aw

(e) Any juror who is serving or has served on a jury

that qualifies for paynment from the Lengthy Trial Fund,

provi ded the service commenced on or after the effective date

of this anendatory Act of the 93rd General Assenbly, nnay

submt a request for paynent fromthe Lengthy Trial Fund on a

form that the Adninistrator provides. Payment shall be

limted to the actual anpunt of wages a juror earns, up to

$500 per day, m nus any anpunt the juror actually receives

fromthe enmpl oyer during the sane tine period.

(1) The form shall disclose the juror's requl ar

wages, the anpbunt the enployer will pay during the term
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of jury service starting on the 10th day and thereafter,

the anount of r epl acenent or suppl enent al wages

requested, and any other information the Admni nistrator

deens necessary for proper paynent.

(2) The juror also shall be required to submt

verification fromthe enployer as to the wage i nfornmati on

pr ovi ded to t he Admi ni strator, for exanple, the

enpl oyee's nbst recent earnings statenent or simlar

docunent, prior to initiation of paynent fromthe Fund.

(3) If an individual is self-enmployed or receives

conpensation other than wages, the individual nay provide

a sworn affidavit attesting to his or her approxinmate

gross weekly incone, together with such other information

as the Admnistrator nmay require, in order to verify

weekl v i ncone.

(f) The following attorneys and causes of action are

exenpt from paynent of the Lengthy Trial Fund fee:

(1) CGovernnent attorneys entering appearances in

the course of their official duties;

(2) Pro se litigants;

(3) Cases in small clainse court or the State

equi valent of snmall clains court:; or

(4) dains seeking social security disability
det erni nati ons; i ndi vidual veterans' conpensation or
disability det erni nati ons; recoupnent actions f or

gover nnent backed educational | oans or nortgages; child

custody and support cases:; actions brought in fornm

pauperis; and any other filings designated by rule that

i nvol ve m ni mal use of court resources and that

custonarily are not afforded the opportunity for a trial

by jury.

Section 10. The Jury Act is anended by changi ng Secti ons

5, 8, 10.2, and 15 and adding Section 10.3 as foll ows:
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(705 ILCS 305/5) (fromCh. 78, par. 5)
Sec. 5. Subsequent selection of jurors; length of

service.

(a) At the tinme of making such selection, the nane of
the person selected shall be checked off fromsuch |ist, and
shall not be again selected as a juror till every person
named upon such list qualified to serve as a juror has been
sel ected; and all subsequent selections of jurors by such
board shall be made fromsuch [ist until all persons thereon
qualified to serve have been selected, or until a newlist is
made: Provided, if any person who has been selected as a
juror shall not have been drawn, or have served upon a jury
during the year for which he was selected, he shall, if

qual ified, be selected for the next year.

(b) Service of prospective petit jurors shall be for no

nore than one court day in actual attendance, unless a

prospective petit juror is selected to serve in a trial or is

under consi der ati on to serve on a trial and such

consi deration covers a period of 2 or nore days. Once

selected, a petit juror shall serve on the jury for the

duration of the trial unless excused by the presiding judge.

Source: P.A 86-1053.)

(705 ILCS 305/8) (fromCh. 78, par. 8)

Sec. 8. Selection from box.

(a) Upon a day designated by the judge of the court,
which shall be at |east 20 days before the first day for
whi ch any of the panel then to be drawn 1is sumoned, the
clerk of such court shall repair to the office of the county
clerk, and in the presence of a judge and of such county
clerk, after the box containing the nanes has been well
shaken by the county <clerk, and being blindfolded shall,
w thout partiality, draw from such box the names of a

sufficient nunber of such persons, then residents of the
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county, not Iless than 30 for each 2 weeks that such court
will probably be in session for the trial of comon |aw
cases, to constitute the petit jurors for the tine being and
where there is an additional judge in such court, a Iike
nunber for each additional judge requiring a jury, unless the
court shall otherw se order: Provided, that the clerk shal
at any tinme, when directed by an order of the court draw in
the nmanner above provided, such nunber of persons then
residents of the county, as shall be required by the order to
act as petit jurors in such court for such time as may be
fixed in such order: And provided, that should the clerk draw
fromthe box the nanme of a person who is known to be dead, to
have been selected as a grand juror, a non-resident, absent
fromthe State, unable-to-attend-in-consequence--of--tl}ness;
or that he is legally disqualified to serve as a juror, the
clerk shall report the nanme of such person to the county
clerk, and the <clerk of such court shall draw other nanes
until the required nunber have been sel ected: Provided, also
that whenever there is pending for trial in any of the
courts, any crimnal cause wherein the defendant is charged
with a felony, and the judge hol di ng such court is convinced
fromthe circunstances of the case that a jury cannot be
obtained from the regular panel to try the cause, the judge
may in his discretion, prior to the day fixed for the trial
of the cause, direct the clerk to draw (in the sane nanner as
the regular panel 1is drawn,) not exceeding 100 nanes as a
speci al panel fromwhich a jury may be selected to try the
cause.

(b) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (a),
nanmes of jurors may be randomly drawn by conputer.

(Source: P.A 86-1053.)

(705 ILCS 305/10.2) (fromCh. 78, par. 10.2)

Sec. 10.2. Excusing prospective jurors; hardship.
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(a) An_ individual may apply to be excused from jury

service for a period of up to 24 nonths, instead of seeking a

post ponenent when either: The-ecounty-boareds-of-the-respective

counttes;--the--fury--connt sstoners--for-theose-counttes-whieh
have- been- appet nt ed- under - t he- Jury- Connt sst on- Act; - oF-a- - Uy
adm ntstrator--shall--subnit--questionnatres--to--prospective
furors-to-tnguire-as-to-thetr-quatifieations-for-jury-serviee
and--as--to--the-hardsht p-that-}ury-service-woul d- pose-to-the
pr ospect t ve- j ur of s: - Upon- prt of - appr oval - by- t he- cht ef - } udge- of
the--tudiectal--ctreuits--tn--whieh--a--county---board;---jury
adnt ni strat ofF; - OF - } LIF Y- €OANT SSt ONEF S- ar e- st t uat ed; -t he- eounty
board; -fury-adnt nt strat ofF; - oF - } UF y- connt sst oner s- shal | - exeuse
a--prospeetive--furor--from-jury--serviee-if-the-prospective
f ur or - shows- t hat - sueh- servi ee- woul d- + npese- an- undue- - har dshi p
on- - - aceount---of --the--nature--of--the--prospeetive--jUror-s
oceupatt on; - - bust ness--affatrs;---physieal---health;---famlty
sttuatton;--active--duty--in--the--ttlinots-Nattonal - Guard- or
i nots-Naval-M Lttt a; - or - ot her- personal - af f at ¥ s; - and- - cause
his--or--her--pane-to-be-returned-to-the-jury-list-or-general
fury-tist-

(1) The prospective juror has a nental or physical

condition that <causes him or her to be incapable of

performng jury service. The juror, or the juror's

personal representative, nust provide the court wth

docunentation from a physician licensed to practice

medicine verifying that a nental or physical condition

renders the person unfit for jury service for a period of

not less than the 24 nonth period for which the excuse is

sought; or

(2) Jury service would otherwise cause "undue or

extrene physi cal or fi nanci al har dshi p" to the

prospective juror or a person under his or her care or

super vi si on. A judge of the court for which the

i ndi vidual was called to jury service shall nmake undue or
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extrene physical or financial hardship determ nations.

The authority to nake these deterninations is del egabl e

only to court officials or personnel who are authorized

by the laws of this State to function as nenbers of the

(b) A person asking to be excused from jury service

under this Section nust take all actions necessary to have

obtained a ruling on that request by no later than the date

on which the individual is scheduled to appear for jury duty.

(c) For purposes of this Section, "undue or extrene

physical or financial hardship" is limted to circunstances

in which an indivi dual woul d:

(1) Be required to abandon a person under his or

her personal care or supervision due to the inpossibility

of obtaining an appropriate substitute caregiver during

the period of participation in the jury pool or on the

pury; or

(2) Incur costs that would have a substantial

adverse inpact on the paynment of the i ndi vidual's

necessary daily living expenses or on those for whom he

or she provides the principal nmeans of support: or

(3) Suffer physical hardship that would result in

illness or di sease.

(d) "Undue or extrene physical or financial hardship"

does not exist solely based on the fact that a prospective

juror wll be required to be absent fromhis or her place of

enpl oynent.

(e) A person asking a judge to grant an excuse based on

"undue or extrene physical or financial hardship" shall be

required to provide the judge with docunentation, such as,

but not linmted to, federal and State incone tax returns,

medical statenents from |icensed physicians, pr oof of

dependency or quardi anship, and simlar docunents, which the

judge finds to clearly support the request to be excused.
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Failure to provide satisfactory docunentation shall result in

a denial of the request to be excused.

(f) After 24 nonths, a person excused fromjury service

shall becone eliqgible once again for qualification as a juror

unl ess the person was excused from service pernmanently. A

person i s excused fromjury service permanently only when the

deciding judge deternines that the underlying grounds for

bei ng excused are of a pernanent nature.

(a) VWhen an undue hardship caused by a famly situation

is due to the prospective juror being the prinmary careqiver

of a person with a nental or physical disability, a person

with a nedically diagnosed behavi or problem or a child under

age 12, then the county board, jury conmnissioners or jury

adm ni strator shall excuse such a prospective juror, if it

finds that no reasonable alternative care is feasible which

would not inpose an undue hardship on the prospective juror

or the person for whomthe prospective juror is providing

care, or both.

(Source: P.A 90-482, eff. 1-1-98; 91-264, eff. 7-23- 99.)

(705 1 LCS 305/ 10.3 new)

Sec. 10. 3. Post ponenent of jury service.

(a) Notwithstanding Section 10.2 or any other provision

of this Act, individuals schedul ed to appear for jury service

have the right to postpone the date of their initial

appearance for jury service one tine only. Wen requested,

post ponenents shall be granted, provided that:

(1) The juror has not previously been granted a

post ponenent ;

(2) The prospective juror appears in person or

contacts the clerk of the court by tel ephone, electronic

mail, or in witing to reqguest a postponenent: and

(3) Prior to the grant of a postponenent wth the

concurrence of the clerk of the court, the prospective
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juror fixes a date certain on which he or she will appear

for jury service that is not nore than 6 nonths after the

date on which the prospective juror originally was called

to serve and on which date the court will be in session.

{b)-- A-subseguent - Fequest - t 0- post pone-} Ury- servi ee- ray- be
approved- by-a-judiectal--offieer--only--in--the--event--of--an
ext F ene- - eAEF geney; - - sueh--as--a- - deat h-t n-t he-fant l y; - sudden
il ness; - a- nat ur al - di sast er - or - a- nat t onal - ener geney-+ n- - whi eh
t he- - prospecetive-juror-ts-personalty-invelved; -t hat - eoul d- not
have- been-antiet pated-at-the-ttre--the--tnittal--postponenent
was- gf ant ed- - Pri oF -t o- t he- gr ant - of - a- second- post ponenent ; -t he
prospective--juror--pust--fix--a--date--certatn--on-whieh-the
tndi vidual -wt L} - appear-for-}ury-serviee-wt hi n- st X- ppnat hs- - of

t he- post ponenent - on- a- dat e- when-t he-court-wk | | - be- n- sesst on:

(705 I'LCS 305/15) (fromCh. 78, par. 15)

Sec. 15. Failure to attend; m sdeneanor eeontenpt.

Every person who shall fail to attend when lawfully
summoned to appear as a grand or petit juror, w thout having

properly obtai ned post ponenent or excuse pursuant to Sections

10.2 and 10. 3 a-reasonabl e-exeuse, shall-be-constdered-as is

guilty of a Gass A m sdeneanor eontenpt;-and-shall-be-fined

by-the-ecourts;-respeetively;-in-any-sum net-|ess-than- $5- - nor
oF e- t han- $100; - f oF - t he- use- of - t he- pr oper - eount y; - unl ess- good
cause- - be-shown- f or - sueh-defaul t: - and-t t-shal | - be-t he- dut y- of
the--court--to--enter--an--order--of--attachrment;--returnable
fort hwt t h; - agat nst - al | - sueh- del t hquent s; - and- upen-the--return
thereof-the-court-shall - proeceed-t o- assess-the-fi ne-unless-the
per sen- - of - per sons- so- at t ached- shal | - show good- cause- f o - sueh
del t nqueney: - Provi ded; -t hat -t he-oath-or--afft rratt on- - of - - any
sueh- del t nquent -shal l ;-at-all-tines;-be-recet ved- as- conpet ent
evi denece.

(Source: P.A 83-346.)
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Section 95. Severability. The provisions of this Act are
severabl e. | f any portion of this Act is declared
unconstitutional or the application of any part of this Act
to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the remaining
portions of the Act and their applicability to any person or

circunstance shall remain valid and enforceabl e.

Section 99. This Act takes effect July 1, 2003.
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