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AN ACT relating to school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anended by changing

Section 27-23.1 as foll ows:

(105 I'LCS 5/27-23.1) (from Ch. 122, par. 27-23.1)

Sec. 27-23.1. Parenting and famly education. School

districts may provide instruction in parenting and famly

education for grades 6 through 8. Beginning wth the

2006- 2007 school vyear, school districts shall provide and

students shall receive at | east one unit of instruction in

parenting and fanm|ly education (which unit nust consist of at

least 23 hours of classroominstruction) in at | east one of

grades 9 through 12. School districts may and include such

instruction in the courses of study regularly taught therein.
School districts may give regqular school credit for
satisfactory conpletion by the student of such courses.

However, no pupil shall be required to take or participate in

a course or unit of instruction on parenting and famly

education if the pupil's parent or quardian furnishes the

principal or teacher with a witten objection to the pupil's

participation in that <course or unit of instruction. A

refusal to participate in a course or unit of instruction on

parenting and famly education by a pupil whose parent or

qguardian has subnmtted a witten objection as provided in

this Section shall not be reason for failing, reduci ng the

grade of, suspending, or expelling that pupil.

As used in this Section, "parenting and fam |y education”
means and includes instruction in the foll ow ng:
(1) Child growh and developnent, including prenatal

devel opnent .
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(2) Childbirth and child care.

(3) Famly structure, function and nanagenent.

(4) Prenatal and postnatal care for nothers and infants.

(5) Prevention of child abuse.

(6) The physical, nental, enotional, social, economc
and psychol ogi cal aspects of interpersonal and famly
rel ati onshi ps.

(7) Parenting skill devel opnent.

The State Board of Education shall assist those districts

offering parenting and famly education instruction, upon

request, in developing instructional materials, training
teachers, and establishing appropriate tine allotnents for
each of the areas included in such instruction.

School districts may offer parenting and fam |y education

courses during that period of the day which is not part of

the regular school day, except that the instruction required

by this Section to be provided in at |east one of qgrades 9

through 12 shall be provided during the requl ar school day.

Resi dents of the school district may enroll in such courses.
The school board may establish fees and coll ect such charges
as may be necessary for attendance at such courses in an
anmount not to exceed the per capita cost of the operation

thereof, except that (i) no charge for the instruction shal

be nmade to students in any of grades 9 through 12, and (ii)

the board may waive all or part of such charges if it
determines that the individual is indigent or that the
educational needs of the individual requires his or her
attendance at such courses.

(Source: P.A 84-534.)
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