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AN ACT in relation to vehicles.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The 1llinois Vehicle Code is anmended by
changing Sections 11-1414, 12-215, and 12-805 as fol | ows:

(625 | LCS 5/11-1414) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 11-1414)

Sec. 11-1414. Approachi ng, overtaking, and passi ng
school bus.

(a) The driver of a vehicle shall stop such vehicle
before neeting or overtaking, from either direction, any
school bus st opped for the purpose of receiving or
di scharging pupils on a highway, on a roadway on school
property, or wupon a private road wthin an area that is
covered by a contract or agreenent executed pursuant to
Section 11-209.1 of this Code. Such stop is required before
reachi ng the school bus when there is in operation on the
school bus the visual signals as specified in Sections 12-803
and 12-805 of this Code. The driver of the vehicle shall not
proceed until the school bus resunmes notion or the driver of
the vehicle is signaled by the school bus driver to proceed
or the visual signals are no | onger actuated.

(b) The stop signal armrequired by Section 12-803 of
this Code shall be extended after the school bus has cone to
a conplete stop for the purpose of I|oading or discharging
pupils and shall be cl osed before the school bus is placed in
notion again. The stop signal armshall not be extended at
any other tine.

(c) The alternately flashing red signal Ilanps of an
8-lanp flashing signal systemrequired by Section 12-805 of
this Code shall be actuated after the school bus has cone to

a conplete stop for the purpose of |oading or discharging
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pupils and shall be turned off before the school bus is
placed in notion again. The red signal |anps shall not be
actuated at any other tinme except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this Section.

(d) The alternately flashing anber signal |[anps of an
8-lanp flashing signal system required by Section 12-805 of
this Code shall be actuated continuously during not |ess than
the last 100 feet travel ed by the school bus before stopping
for the purpose of |oading or discharging pupils wthin an
urban area and during not |ess than the |Ilast 200 feet
travel ed by the school bus outside an urban area. The anber
signal lanps shall remain actuated until the school bus is
st opped. The anber signal |anps shall not be actuated at any
ot her tine.

(d-5) The alternately flashing head | anps pernitted by

Section 12-805 of this Code may be operated while the

alternately flashing red or amber signal |anps required by

that Section are actuated.

(e) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway having 4 or
nmore lanes which permts at least 2 lanes of traffic to
travel in opposite directions need not stop such vehicle upon
meeting a school bus which is stopped in the opposing
roadway; and need not stop such vehicle when driving upon a
control | ed access hi ghway when passing a school bus traveling
in either direction that is stopped in a |loading zone
adjacent to the surfaced or inproved part of the controlled
access hi ghway where pedestrians are not permtted to cross.

(f) Beginning with the effective date of this amendatory
Act of 1985, the Secretary of State shall suspend for a
period of 3 nonths the driving privileges of any person
convicted of a violation of subsection (a) of this Section or
a simlar provision of a |ocal ordinance; the Secretary shal
suspend for a period of one year the driving privileges of

any person convicted of a second or subsequent viol ation of
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subsection (a) of this Section or a simlar provision of a
| ocal ordinance if the second or subsequent violation occurs
within 5 years of a prior conviction for the sanme offense. In
addition to the suspensions authorized by this Section, any
person convicted of wviolating this Section or a simlar
provision of a local ordinance shall be subject to a
mandatory fine of $150 or, wupon a second or subsequent
violation, $500. The Secretary may also grant, for the
duration of any suspension issued under this subsection, a
restricted driving permt granting the privilege of driving a
nmotor vehicle between the driver's residence and pl ace of
enpl oyment or within other proper limts that the Secretary
of State shall find necessary to avoid any undue hardship. A
restricted driving permt issued hereunder shall be subject
to cancellation, revocation and suspension by the Secretary
of State in |like manner and for |like cause as a driver's
license may be cancell ed, revoked or suspended; except that a
convi ction upon one or nore offenses against |aws or
ordi nances regul ating the novenent of traffic shall be deened
sufficient cause for t he revocati on, suspensi on or
cancellation of the restricted driving permt. The Secretary
of State may, as a condition to the issuance of a restricted
driving permt, require the applicant to participate in a
designated driver remedial or rehabilitative program Any
conviction for a violation of this subsection shall be
included as an offense for the purposes of determning
suspension action wunder any other provision of this Code,
provi ded however, that the penalties provided under this
subsection shall be inposed unless those penalties inposed
under ot her applicable provisions are greater.

The owner of any vehicle alleged to have violated
paragraph (a) of this Section shall, upon appropriate denmand
by the State's Attorney or other authorized prosecutor acting

in response to a signed conplaint, provide a witten
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statenent or deposition identifying the operator of the
vehicle if such operator was not the owner at the tinme of the
alleged violation. Failure to supply such information shal
be construed to be the sane as a violation of paragraph (a)
and shall be subject to the sane penalties herein provided.
In the event the owner has assigned control for the wuse of
the vehicle to another, the person to whomcontrol was
assigned shall conply with the provisions of this paragraph
and be subject to the sane penalties as herein provided.

(Source: P.A 91-260, eff. 1-1-00.)

(625 ILCS 5/12-215) (fromCh. 95 1/2, par. 12-215)

Sec. 12-215. Gscillating, rotating or flashing lights on
not or vehicles. Except as otherwi se provided in this Code:

(a) The wuse of red or white oscillating, rotating or
flashing lights, whether lighted or unlighted, is prohibited
except on:

1. Law enforcenent vehicles of State, Federal or
| ocal authorities,;

2. A vehicle operated by a police officer or county
coroner and desi gnat ed or aut hori zed by | ocal
authorities, in witing, as a |law enforcenent vehicle;
however, such designation or authorization nmnust be
carried in the vehicle;

3. Vehicles of local fire departnents and State or
federal firefighting vehicles;

4. Vehicles which are desi gned and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles; furthernore, such
lights shall not be |ighted except when responding to an
energency call for and while actually conveying the sick
or injured;

5. Tow trucks licensed in a state that requires
such lights; furthernore, such lights shall not be

lighted on any such tow truck while the tow truck 1is
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operating in the State of Illinois;

6. Vehicles of +the |1Ilinois Emergency Managenent
Agency, and vehicles of the Departnent of Nucl ear Safety;
and

7. Vehicles operated by a | ocal or county energency
managenent services agency as defined in the Illinois
Emer gency Managenent Agency Act; and-

8. School buses operating alternately fl ashi ng head

| anps as pernitted under Section 12-805 of this Code.

(b) The wuse of anber oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether lighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Second division vehicles designed and used for
tow ng or hoisting vehicles; furthernore, such |Ilights
shall not be |ighted except as required in this paragraph
1; such |lights shall be lighted when such vehicles are
actually being used at the scene of an accident or
di sablement; if the towing vehicle is equipped with a
flat bed that supports all wheels of the vehicle being
transported, the |lights shall not be lighted while the
vehicle is engaged in towing on a highway; if the tow ng
vehicle is not equipped with a flat bed that supports al
wheels of a vehicle being transported, the Iights shal
be lighted while the towing vehicle is engaged in tow ng
on a highway during all tinmes when the use of headlights
is required under Section 12-201 of this Code;

2. Motor vehicles or equipnent of the State of
Il'linois, local authorities and contractors; furthernore,
such lights shall not be Ilighted except while such
vehicles are engaged in nmaintenance or construction
operations wthin the limts of construction projects;

3. Vehicles or equipnent wused by engineering or
survey crews; furthernore, such Ilights shall not be

i ghted except while such vehicles are actually engaged
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in work on a hi ghway;

4. Vehicles of public utilities, municipalities, or
ot her construction, nmaintenance or autonotive service
vehi cl es except that such lights shall be |lighted only as
a neans for indicating the presence of a vehicular
traffic hazard requiring wunusual care in approaching,
overtaki ng or passing while such vehicles are engaged in
mai nt enance, service or construction on a hi ghway;

5. Oversized vehicle or |oad; however, such lights
shall only be |lighted when noving under permt issued by
t he Departnent under Section 15-301 of this Code;

6. The front and rear of notorized equi pnent owned
and operated by the State of Illinois or any political
subdi vision thereof, which is designed and used for
removal of snow and ice from hi ghways;

7. Fleet safety vehicles registered in another
state, furthernore, such lights shall not be Ilighted
except as provided for in Section 12-212 of this Code;

8. Such other vehicles as nmmy be authorized by
| ocal authorities,;

9. Law enforcement vehicles of State or |ocal
authorities when used in conmbination wth red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights;

9.5. Propane delivery trucks;

10. Vehicles used for collecting or delivering mail
for the United States Postal Service provided that such
lights shall not be |ighted except when such vehicles are
actually being used for such purposes;

11. Any vehicle displaying a slow noving vehicle
enbl em as provided in Section 12-205. 1;

12. Al trucks equipped wth self-conpactors or
roll-off hoists and roll-on containers for garbage or
refuse hauling. Such lights shall not be |ighted except

when such vehicles are actually being used for such
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pur poses;

13. Vehicles used by a security conpany, alarm
responder, or control agency;

14. Security vehicles of the Departnent of Human
Services; however, the lights shall not be |lighted except
when being used for security related purposes under the
direction of the superintendent of the facility where the
vehicle is |ocated; and

15. Vehicles of union representatives, except that
the lights shall be lighted only while the wvehicle is
within the [imts of a construction project.

(c) The wuse of Dblue oscillating, rotating or flashing

lights, whether lighted or unlighted, is prohibited except

1. Rescue squad vehicles not owned by a fire
departnment and vehicles owned or fully operated by a:

voluntary firefighter;

paid firefighter;

part-paid firefighter;

call firefighter;

menber of the board of trustees of a fire
protection district;

paid or unpaid nenber of a rescue squad,

paid or unpaid nmenber of a voluntary anbul ance
unit; or

paid or unpaid nenbers of a local or county

ener gency nmanagenent services agency as defined in

t he [1linois Emergency Managenent Agency Act,
desi gnated or authorized by |local authorities, in
writing, and carrying t hat desi gnati on or

aut hori zation in the vehicle.
However, such lights are not to be |l|ighted except
when responding to a bona fide energency.

2. Police departnment vehicles in cities having a
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popul ati on of 500,000 or nore inhabitants.

3. Law enforcenent vehicles of State or |[ocal
authorities when used in conbi nati on W th red
oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights.

4. Vehicles of local fire departnments and State or
federal firefighting vehicles when used in conbination
with red oscillating, rotating or flashing |ights.

5. Vehicles which are desi gned and used excl usively
as anbul ances or rescue vehicles when used in conbination
with red oscillating, rotating or flashing l'ights;
furthernore, such lights shall not be |ighted except when
responding to an energency call.

6. Vehicles that are equi pped and used exclusively
as organ transport vehicles when used in conbination with
red osci |l I ating, rotating, or fl ashi ng l'ights;
furthernore, these lights shall only be |ighted when the
transportation is declared an energency by a nenber of
the transplant team or a representative of the organ
procur enent organi zation.

7. Vehicles of the I1llinois Enmergency Managenent
Agency and vehicles of the Departnent of Nucl ear Safety,
when used in conbination with red oscillating, rotating,
or flashing lights.

8. Vehicles operated by a |local or county energency
managenent services agency as defined in the Illinois
Emer gency Managenent Agency Act, when used in conbination
with red oscillating, rotating, or flashing |ights.

(c-1) In addition to the blue oscillating, rotating, or
fl ashi ng lights permtted under subsection (c), and
notw t hst andi ng subsection (a), a vehicle operated by a
voluntary firefighter, a voluntary nenber of a rescue squad,
or a nenber of a voluntary anbulance wunit nmay be equipped
with flashing white headlights and blue grill |ights, which

may be used only in responding to an energency call.
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(c-2) In addition to the blue oscillating, rotating, or
fl ashi ng lights permtted under subsection (c), and
notw t hst andi ng subsection (a), a vehicle operated by a paid

or unpaid nenber of a local or county energency managenent

services agency as defined in the I11inois Emer gency
Managenent Agency Act , may be equi pped with white
oscillating, rotating, or flashing lights to be wused in

conbination wth blue oscillating, rotating, or flashing
lights, if authorization by |local authorities is in witing
and carried in the vehicle.

(d) The use of a conbination of anber and white
oscillating, rotating or flashing lights, whether |lighted or
unlighted, 1is prohibited except notor vehicles or equi pnent
of the State of Illinois, local authorities, contractors, and
uni on representatives may be so equi pped; furthernore, such
lights shall not be Ilighted on vehicles of the State of
I1linois, local authorities, and contractors except while
such vehi cl es are engaged in highway naintenance or
construction operations wthin the [imts of hi ghway
construction projects, and shall not be Ilighted on the
vehi cl es of union representatives except when those vehicles
are within the limts of a construction project.

(e) Al oscil I ating, rotating or flashing |lights
referred to in this Section shall be of sufficient intensity,
when illumnated, to be visible at 500 feet in nornal
sunl i ght.

(f) Nothing in this Section shal | pr ohi bi t a
manufacturer of oscillating, rotating or flashing |lights or
his representative fromtenporarily nounting such lights on a
vehicle for denonstration purposes only.

(g) Any person violating the provisions of subsections
(a), (b), (c) or (d) of +this Section who wthout |aw ul
authority stops or detains or attenpts to stop or detain

anot her person shall be guilty of a Cass 4 felony.
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(h) Except as provided in subsection (g) above, any
person viol ating the provisions of subsections (a) or (c) of
this Section shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor.
(Source: P.A 91-357, eff. 7-29-99; 92-138, eff. 7-24-01;
92-407, eff. 8-17-01; 92-651, eff. 7-11-02; 92-782, eff.
8-6-02; 92-820, eff. 8-21-02; 92-872, eff. 6-1-03; revised
1-10-03.)

(625 ILCS 5/12-805) (from Ch. 95 1/2, par. 12-805)

Sec. 12-805. Special l|ighting equipnent.

Each school bus purchased as a new vehicle after Decenber
31, 1975 shall be equipped with an 8-lanp flashing signal
system Until Decenber 31, 1978, all other school buses shal
be equipped with either a 4-lanp or an 8-lanp flashing signal
system After Decenber 31, 1978, all school buses shall be
equi pped with an 8-lanp flashing signal system

A 4-lanp flashing signal systemshall have 2 alternately
flashing red lanps nounted as high and as w dely spaced
laterally on the sanme | evel as practicable at the front of
the school bus and 2 such | anps nounted in the sanme manner at
the rear.

An 8-lanmp flashing signal system shall have, in addition
to a 4-1anp system 4 alternately flashing anber |anps. Each
anber lanmp shall be nounted next to a red |lanp and at the
sane | evel but closer to the centerline of the school bus.

Each signal |lanp shall be a sealed beamat l|east 5 1/2
inches in dianeter and shall have sufficient intensity to be
visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight. Both the 4-lanp and
8-lanp system shall be actuated only by neans of a nanual
switch. There shall be a device for indicating to the driver
that the systemis operating properly or is inoperative.

A school bus may also be equipped wth alternately

flashing head | anps, which may be operated in conjunction

with the 8-1anp flashing signal system
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