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AN ACT concerni ng school s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 24-2 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/24-2) (fromCh. 122, par. 24-2)
Sec. 24-2. Holidays.
(a) Teachers shal | not be required to teach on

Sat urdays; nor, except as provided in subsection (b) of this

Section, shall teachers or other school enployees, other than
noncertificated school enployees whose presence i s necessary
because of an energency or for the continued operation and
mai nt enance of school facilities or property, be required to
work on | egal school holidays, which are January 1, New
Year's Day; the third Monday in January, the Birthday of Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr.; February 12, the Birthday of
Presi dent Abraham Lincoln; the first Monday in March (to be
known as Casimir Pulaski's birthday); ©eed-Friday: the day
designated as Menorial Day by federal | aw; July 4,

| ndependence Day; the first Monday in Septenber, Labor Day;
t he second Monday in Cctober, Colunbus Day; Novenber 11

Vet erans' Veteran-s Day; the Thursday in Novenber commonly
cal l ed Thanksgi ving Day; and Decenber 25, Christnmas Day.
School boards nmmy grant special holidays whenever in their
j udgnent such action is advisable, except that no school

board or board of education may designate or observe as a
speci al holiday on which teachers or other school enployees
are not required to work the days on which general elections
for menbers of the Illinois House of Representatives are

hel d. No deducti on shal | be made from the tinme or

conpensati on of a school enployee on account of any |egal or
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speci al hol i day.

(b) A school board is authorized to hold school on the

following |l eqgal school holidays or to use the holidays for

t eachers' institutes, parent -t eacher conferences, staff

devel opnent, or other purposes, provided the person or

persons honored by the holiday are recognized t hr ough

instructional activities conducted on that day or at another

tinme during the school year: the third Monday in January, the

Birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: February 12, the

Birthday of President Abraham Lincoln; the first Monday in

March, Casimr Pulaski's birthday; the second Mnday in

Cct ober, Col umbus Day; and Novenmber 11, Veterans' Day.

(c) Commenorative holidays, which recognize specified
patriotic, civic, cultural or historical persons, activities,
or events, are regqular school days. Commenorative holidays
are: January 28 (to be known as Christa MAuliffe Day and
observed as a commenoration of space exploration), February
15 (the birthday of Susan B. Anthony), March 29 (Viet Nam War
Vet erans' Veterans Day), Septenber 11 (Septenber 11th Day of

Renmenbrance), the school day imedi ately preceding Veterans

Veterans Day (Korean War Veterans' Veterans Day), Cctober 1

(Recycling Day), Decenber 7 (Pearl Harbor Veterans' Veterans
Day) and any day so appointed by the President or Governor.
School boards may establish comenorative holidays whenever
in their judgnment such action is advisable. School boards
shal|l include instruction relative to comenorated persons,
activities, or events on the comenorative holiday or at any
other tinme during the school year and at any point in the
curriculum when such instruction may be deened appropri ate.
The State Board of Education shall prepare and nake avail abl e
to school boards instructional materi al s relative to
comenor at ed persons, activities, or events which may be used

by school boards in conjunction with any instruction provided

pursuant to this subsection (c) paragraph.
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(d) Gty of Chicago School District 299 shall observe
March 4 of each year as a commenorative holiday. Thi s
hol i day shall be known as Mayors' Day which shall be a day to
coomenorate and be remnded of the past Chief Executive
Oficers of the Cty of Chicago, and in particular the Ilate
Mayor Richard J. Daley and the |ate Mayor Harold Washi ngt on.
If March 4 falls on a Saturday or Sunday, Mayors' Day shal
be observed on the foll ow ng Monday.

(Source: P.A 92-704, eff. 7-19-02.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 200S.
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