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AMENDMENT TO SENATE BI LL 759

AMENDMENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 759 by replacing
the title with the foll ow ng:

"AN ACT concerning fire protection."; and

by replacing everything after the enacting clause with the

fol | ow ng:

"Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Bal anced Fire Protection Act.

Section 5. Findings. Fires that could have been
prevented or contained tragically cut down students in the
prime of their lives. College dormtories and student housing
pose a significant fire risk. A high density of students
within a building requires early warning detection and al arm
fire control, and fire containnent via fire-resistive walls
and floors. Students require time for safe escape and, if
necessary, tenporary refuge. Containing fire spread wth
acoustically sound fire-resistive construction provides a
critical <cornerstone to the safety and wel | - bei ng of
st udent s. Subdi vi di ng a facility with fire-resistive
construction allows for extra tinme to escape, provides a

tenporary area of refuge, and allots tinme for energency
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responders to effectuate rescue. Subdivision of spaces wth
bui | di ng materi al s with high sound-limting properties
enhances fire performance of the construction el enent .
Fire-resistive construction does not contribute to the fire
loading or add toxic quantities of snoke and gases.
Fire-resistive construction wthstands the heat and ravages
of fire as well as the inpact of water from fire departnent
hose streanms. This protects occupants and fire fighters from

structurally weakened construction

Section 10. Definitions. In this Act:

"Automatic sprinkler system neans a sprinkler system
for fire protection purposes, that is an integrated system of
underground and overhead piping designed in accordance with
fire protection engineering standards. This systemincludes a
suitabl e water supply. The portion of the system above ground
is a network of specially or hydraulically designed piping
installed in a building, to which the automatic sprinklers
are connected in a systematic pattern. The systemis usually
activated by heat froma fire and di scharges water over the
fire area.

"Bui l ding" nmeans any structure used or intended for
supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy.

"Bui | di ng code" neans the provisions adopted by a unit of
| ocal governnent governing the construction, alteration,
movenent, enlargenent, replacenent, repair, equipnent, use
and occupancy, |ocation, naintenance, renoval, and denolition
of buildings or structures or any appurtenances connected or
attached to a building or structure.

"Conbustible" refers to a material that, in the formin
which it is used and under the conditions anticipated, wll
ignite and burn; the termneans a material that does not neet
the definition of nonconbusti bl e.

"Dormtory" or "student housing"” neans a building or a
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space in a building in which group sleeping accommodations
are provided for nore than 16 persons who are not nenbers of
the sane famly in one roomor a series of closely associated
roons under joint occupancy and single nmanagenent, wth or
w t hout neals, but w thout individual cooking facilities.

"Exi sting bui | di ng" means a building erected, or
officially authorized to be constructed by the authority
having jurisdiction to approve the construction, before the
effective date of this Act.

"Fire conpartnent” neans a space wthin a building that
is enclosed by fire partitions on all sides, including the
top and bottom

"Fire partition” means a 2-hour nonconbusti bl e
fire-resistive vertical fire separation assenbly designed to
restrict the spread of fire, in which openings are protected.

"Fire resistance rating" neans the period of tine that a
bui | di ng el emrent, conponent, or assenbly maintains the
ability to confine a fire, wthstands a hose stream for the
equi valent tine period of the fire exposure, and continues to
performa given structural function as determ ned by the test
met hods prescribed in ASTME 119, Standard Methods of Tests
of Fire Endurance of Building Construction and Material s.

"Fire-resistive construction" neans construction in which
the structural elenments are of steel, iron, concrete, or
masonry, in accordance with the applicabl e building code.

"New construction”™ neans a building or construction
erected, or officially authorized to be constructed by the
authority having jurisdiction to approve the construction,
after the effective date of this Act.

"Nonconbustible material" refers to a material that, in
the formin which it 1is wused and under the conditions
anticipated, wll not ignite, burn, support conbustion, or
rel ease flammabl e vapors when subjected to fire or heat.

Materials that are reported as passing ASTM E 136, Standard
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Test Method for Behavior of Materials in a Vertical Tube
Furnace at 750 degrees Cel sius, are considered nonconbusti bl e
mat eri al s.

"Sound transm ssion coefficient” means the val ue assi gned

to a material's ability to mnimze sound transm ssion.

Section 15. Regul ation.

(a) The State Fire Marshal shall take appropriate steps
to ensure that the following requirenents, specifically
designed to foster fire-safe housing provisions protecting
the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of this
State, are incorporated into | ocal building codes:

(1) Al new construction housing students shall be
of nonconbusti bl e fire-resistive construction in
accordance wth the applicable building code, except that
buil dings protected with an automatic sprinkler system
and in conpliance wth paragraph (2) my be of any
construction type allowed by the applicable building
code.

(2) Afire partitionis required in connection with
al | of t he foll ow ng in all new buildings and
construction or portions t her eof constituting a
dormtory or student housing:

(A) Between each individual Iliving unit, to
forma fire conpartnent.

(B) Al exit corridors.

(©O Al exit stairways.

(D) COccupancy separations in accordance with

t he applicabl e building code.

(E) Exterior |oad-bearing walls.
(F) Interior |oad-bearing walls.

(3) Openings in fire partitions nmust be protected

in accordance wth the applicable building code but no

| ess than 90 m nutes fire-protection rating.
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(4) Fire partitions nust have a sound transm ssion
coefficient of 50 or nore.

(5) Buildings protected with an automatic sprinkl er
system and in conpliance wth paragraphs (1) and (2)
shall be allowed to be of wunlimted area, and their
hei ght may be increased by up to 25% nore than the hei ght
of simlar buildings that are not protected with an
automatic sprinkler systemor are not in conpliance wth
par agraphs (1) and (2).

(6) Al floor assenblies in a new dormtory or new
st udent housi ng must have a m ni num 2- hour
fire-resistance rating and be of nonconbusti bl e
construction.

(b) The requirenents of subsection (a) are designed for
use throughout the State and have particular application to
dormtories and student housi ng.

(c) The provisions of this Act apply to new buil di ngs
and to construction begun after the effective date of this
Act related to alterations and renodeling that requires a

buil ding permt.

Section 20. Enforcenent. Local authorities havi ng
jurisdiction to enforce building codes shall enforce the

provi sions of this Act.

Section 25. Exenptions. Existing buildings and areas of
existing buildings that are not subject to renodeling,
alterations, or an increase in height or floor area are

exenpt fromthe provisions of this Act.

Section 30. Uniformty.
(a) If any provision of this Act is in conflict with any
other provision, limtation, or restriction under any |aw,

rule, regulation, or ordinance of this State or any unit of
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| ocal governnent or agency, this Act shall control
(b) This Act does not supersede State or | ocal
requirenments for sprinklers, early warning detection, fire

al arm systens, or other life safety systens.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw. ".
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