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AMENDMENT TO SENATE Bl LL 681

AMENDMENT NO. . Anend Senate Bill 681 by inserting
between the title and the enacting clause the foll ow ng:

"WHEREAS, Recent national studies denonstrate that wonen
inthe United States continue to be greatly harmed by
sex-related violence such as donestic violence, which is
di sproportionately visited upon wonen by nen, and sexual
abuse, which harns many wonen and children w thout being

reported or prosecuted; and

VWHEREAS, It is docunented that existing State and federal
| aws have not provided adequate renedies to wonmen survivors

of donestic violence and sexual abuse; and

WHEREAS, Wonen survivors of donestic violence oftentines
have found | aws agai nst donmestic violence used against them

by their batterers; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court has rul ed that
the states al one have the authority to grant civil relief to

the survivors of such sexually discrimnatory violence; and

VHEREAS, Such acts of sex-related violence are a form of

sex discrimnation; therefore"; and

by replacing everything after the enacting clause wth the
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fol | ow ng:

"Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Sexual Vi ol ence Act.

Section 5. Definitions. In this Act:
"Crime of violence notivated by sex" nmeans a crinme of
vi ol ence comm tted because of sex or on the basis of sex, and
due, at least in part, to an aninus based on the victinls
sex.
"Crinme of violence" neans:
(1) an act or series of acts that would constitute
a felony against the person or that would constitute a
fel ony against property if the conduct presents a serious
risk of physical injury to another and that either (i)
has as an elenent the use, attenpted use, or threatened
use of physical force against the person or property of
anot her; or (ii) involves a substantial risk that
physi cal force against the person or property of another
may be used in the course of commtting the offense.
(2) an act or series of acts that would constitute
a felony described in item (1) but for the relationship
bet ween the person whom takes the action and the
i ndi vi dual agai nst whom the action is taken.

"Sex" means the status of being male or female.

Section 10. Cause of action. A person who commts a
crime of violence notivated by sex shall be liable to the
party injured, in an action for the recovery of conpensatory
and punitive damages, injunctive and declaratory relief, and

any other relief as a court may deem appropri ate.

Section 15. Relief. In an action brought under this Act,

the court my award danages, an injunction, or ot her
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appropriate relief. The court nmay award actual danages,
i ncluding damages for enotional di stress, conpensat ory
damages, or punitive damages. A judgnent may include

attorney's fees and costs.

Section 20. Limtation. To maintain an action under this
Act, a person must report an incident to the police within 30
days of its occurrence. An action brought under this Act nust
be comenced within 2 years after the right to bring the
action first accrued, provided that, for any person who has
been subjected to a crine of violence notivated by sex who is
a mnor, an action may conmence wthin 2 years after the

person has reached the age of 18.

Section 25. Applicability. This Act applies only to
causes of action accruing on or after the effective date of

this Act.".
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