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AN ACT regardi ng educati on.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The School Code is anmended by changing

Section 26-1 as foll ows:

(105 ILCS 5/26-1) (fromCh. 122, par. 26-1)

Sec. 26-1. Conpul sory school age-Exenptions. Woever has
custody or control of any child between the ages of 7 and 16
years shall cause that sweh child to attend sone public
school in the district wherein the child resides the entire
time it is in session during the regular school term except
as provided in Section 10-19.1, and during a required sumrer
school program established under Section 10-22.33B; provided,
that the followng children shall not be required to attend
t he public school s:

1. Any child attending a private or a parochial schoo
where children are taught the branches of education taught to
children of corresponding age and grade in the public
schools, and where the instruction of the child in the
branches of education is in the English | anguage;

2. Any child who is physically or nentally unable to
attend school, such disability being certified to the county
or district truant officer by a conpetent physician or a
Christian Science practitioner residing in this State and
listed in the Christian Science Journal; or who is excused
for tenporary absence for cause by the principal or teacher
of the school which the child attends; the exenptions in this
paragraph (2) do not apply to any fermal e who is pregnant or
the nother of one or nore children, except where a fenale is
unable to attend school due to a conplication arising from

her pregnancy and the existence of such conplication is
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certified to the county or district truant officer by a
conpet ent physi ci an;

3. Any child necessarily and lawful |y enpl oyed accordi ng
to the provisions of the law regulating child Iabor my be
excused from attendance at school by t he county
superintendent of schools or the superintendent of the public
school which the child should be attending, on certification
of the facts by and the recomendati on of the school board of
the public school district in which the child resides. 1In
districts having part tinme continuation schools, children so
excused shall attend such schools at |east 8 hours each week;

4. Any child over 12 and under 14 years of age while in
attendance at confirmati on cl asses;

5. Any child absent froma public school on a particular
day or days or at a particular time of day for the reason
that he is unable to attend classes or to participate in any
exam nation, study or work requirenents on a particular day
or days or at a particular tinme of day, because the tenets of
his religion forbid secular activity on a particular day or
days or at a particular tinme of day. Each school board shal
prescribe rules and regulations relative to absences for
religious holidays including, but not limted to, a Ilist of
religious holidays on which it shall be mandatory to excuse a
child; but nothing in this paragraph 5 shall be construed to
l[imt the right of any school board, at its discretion, to
excuse an absence on any other day by reason of the
observance of a religious holiday. A school board may
require the parent or guardian of a child who is to be
excused from attending school due to the observance of a
religious holiday to give notice, not exceeding 5 days, of
the child' s absence to the school principal or other school
personnel. Any child excused from attending school under
this paragraph 5 shall not be required to submt a witten

excuse for such absence after returning to school.
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